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Editor Writes

Dear Friends,

I wish you all a Very Happy & Prosperous New Year 2013. This
issue LOTUS is in front of you and carries some important and informative
articles relating to Painting, History, Museology, Political Science, Public
Adm., Sanskrit etc. Besides that a detailed abstract by the Author who
visited Nalanda (A world Heritage site) recently. In order to encourage
the upcoming Research Scholars of various faculties, space has been given
to them also.

Suggestions are also welcome by our readers.

Dr. Rita Pratap

At the end of this year the members of Atishay Kalit deeply mourn
the sad demise of Dr. Sumahendra, Dr. Prem Chand Goswami and
Shri Mohal Lal Gupta (Eminent Artists and Art Historians)
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FANTASY IN INDIAN CONTEMPORARY ART

The idea of Fantasy in art is derived from human imagination. It takes birth
from various places like the psychology of human mind, philosophy and social
condition. The artist is conditioned by his environment and his inner feelings which
are governed by these situations.

Our Country-India has been a land of miracles and other worldly concepts
even before Civilization. It is believed that the concept of fantasy has always been
attached to Indian mythology and religion. Supernatural manifestations have always
been a part of the art of India. Since very beginning, Indian mind has shown a special
liking for Fantasy. Fantasy could be preoccupied with the ideas of birth and death
rather gives a picture of everyday life. Fantasy in other words is a bridge between
feelings and thoughts. It is a phenomenon where there is a balance between what
is expected as truth and what is known to be false. According to Hindu philosophy,
this visible world in which we live is a false world. This visible world is just a play
of Brahma, a mere fantasy. Thus when an Indian artist creates fanciful forms on
paper or canvas he is just projecting his mental image which is real to him. Artist of
ancient times from India depicts the images of Rakshasas that fly in the air, Devas
that frequently changes forms, Ganpati with an elephant head, Chhinnamasta images
ofkali or those unformed opinions or ideas of hell images —he is only recording what
is real to him. Our artists had developed this illusionary fact as a basic concept for
depicting the fantasy which is based on real experiences and observation.

Fantasy generally manifests in each aspect of Indian thought. A reality, beyond
reality has always been attached to the Indian mythology and religion. And what comes
through the means of Dharma is always acceptable on a reality for an Indian Mind.

The supernatural manifests is everywhere in Indian Art. Even the popular
art is the most bizarre and manneristically fanciful. Popular oleographs, calendars,
posters, cinema, advertisements and even popular photographs are mainly dealing
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with those fantasies that a common man could dream of or react to it. The charts in
oleographs that show the fruits of one’s sins after his death depict the hallucinations
of hell imagery in a terrifying and grotesque manner. The curious images of gods,
goddesses in calendars, take you into a land of a curious device of unreal allegory
appearing to be real. Posters, cinemas and advertisements take intermingling
advantage by playing with the common men’s fantasy.

Another area that should not be confused with popular taste is at the folk level
also where often fantasy manifests. It lies in our popular taste and culture. It is in
extricable from our Art and Culture. From the drawings on wall of houses, forms
used in embroidery, some images of god and goddesses in Madhubani painting,
some stone images of Hanuman and Ganpati covered with ‘sindur’ but with one or
two big eyes visible bright white with a big black circle in them on that bright orange
images etc. they present you like a surreal image-their choice of forms, concept
of actual space transformed in flat massive colors and arrangement-these are very
surreal and fundamental in conception of fantastic. The same formula of fantasy is
used in our miniature painting too. When you look at the miniature paintings showing
lines of trees one behind another, you feel them one upon another like stairs. But
trees are not one on another, they are one behind another. This is a fanciful concept
and yet it is convincing as solid objective realism was never a force in Indian Art.
And this concept is not baseless. There is an observation of reality as over eyes to
see it. There are landscapes in reality that gives you this kind of illusion. Gulam
Sheikh’s “speaking street” painting is based on such observation and is a modern
example of illusion and goes nearer to fantasy.

Right from the pre-historic period, man has transformed the frightening forces
of nature into strange images and has either worshipped or destroyed them to make
him feel relieved from the fears of those tremendous natural forces and mightier
creatures. Those natural marvels which were helpful for him also were transformed
into the images of gods and goddesses to be worshipped and were given the names
of Varuna, Vayu, Agni, Megna etc. Thus pre-historic art also is fanciful and this
heritage has persisted through all the subsequent ages of Indian culture and its fruits
have manifested in Indian art throughout.

There is another stream of Fantasy in Indian art i.e. ‘Tantra‘ - an area of erotic
fantasies . Infect, the whole structure of Tantric ideology itself is a fanciful concept.
Tantric fantasies are mainly symbolic ones and it also deals with the symbolic
representation of human sexual organs. ‘These great traditional mystical symbolisms
are spontaneously rediscovered by modern man in dreams, hallucinations and
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pathological ecstasies’.
TO EXPRESS FANTASY

The word Fantastic derives from the Greek Phantastikos, meaning the ability
to represent something to the mind, or to create a mental image, Fantasy is further
defined as unreal, odd, seemingly impossible, and strange in appearance. Fantastic
art, then, is the representation of incredible images from the artist’s mind. Basically,
Art also serves as a vehicle by which artists can express their innermost fantasies.

Many twentieth- century artists, for example from the Surrealists to the Abstract
Expressionists have been influenced by the psychoanalytic writings of 'Sigmund
Freud' and 'Carl Jung', who suggested that primeval forces are at work in the
unconscious reaches of the mind. There are also many other types of fantasies, such
as those found in dreams and day dreams or simply in the objects and landscapes that
are conceived in the imagination. As noted by the French artist 'Odilon Redon',
‘a kind of drawing which the imagination has liberated from any concern with the
details of reality in order to allow it to serve freely for the representation of things
conceived’ in the mind.

Actually, the fantastic art has been found in European art in all periods and the
subject was considered as the art of middle age, we see it in the scenes of hell and the
Apocalypse. Its illustrations of holy miracles and occult marvels seem predominantly
fantastic. The Florence artist "Paolo Uccello' (1397-1475¢.) is one of the most original
and inventive artist of the early Renaissance with medieval fantasy.

The Dutch artist "Hieronymus Bosch' (1453-1516¢.) who worked during
the transition of Gothic to Renaissance and transformed traditional fantasy in his
personal vision and this quality of Bosch’s paintings in which we find linkage of
his art with the modern surrealists.

Indian fantasy has a different background that of Europe. In India we have an
ancient love for fantasy. Our myths, our poetry, our juxtaposition of the real and
unreal are quite traditional. Therefore fantasy is, I would suggest, a most eligible
genre, one which has been and is constant and continuous in our culture. If the ancient
myths are simulative, epic and folk-originated, the modern fantasy is comparatively
personal and limited; it need not however be less universal. The ancient fantasies
are mingled with history and religion; they are produced by the absorption of tribal
ideas and local images spilling into a Sea of beliefs and legends. The modern myths
are created only by individuals who project as art their private worlds.

Fantasy has never been a separate category of art in India as it has been in the
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west. No wonder when the western first came to India, they found that bizarre and
surreal. First and foremost, their each experience here was of other worldly feeling.
It was naturally so because they were coming from a society where surrealist was a
Post-Freudian marvel and was developed as a separate category of art. While here,
in India, the entire culture, including popular standards, is constructed upon the base
of an urge for accomplishing other worldly delights. The Indian imagination is one
which has wondered freely crossing the barriers of naturalism or reality whenever
it willed and often having recourse to the supernatural almost as if this was a primal
necessity. Indeed our myths -which are the key to Indian thought, are made of unreal
an extension of the real.

The works of Laxma Goud, K. Ramanujam and J. Sultan Ali seems to
be preoccupied with the same quest- the creation of fantastic. Their subjects, their
treatment and the imagery of their work are essentially personal and therefore
unique.

Laxma Goud is an ideal example where his works seems to be an attempt
towards great illusion, pleasing in their decorative force, color patterns and composite
images which capture the mind much beyond the reality. He is interested re-
ordering of reality with his own somewhat self-conscious erotic fantasies. J.Sultan
Ali’s images are uniquely his own, they cannot be traced to any classical or tribal
tradition: it is only the ideas behind them that are Indian. He produces virtuous
arrangements which synthesize old idioms with the new. And his style was not a
result of experimentation with form and Color but of a ripening of philosophical
ideas.

The works of contemporary artists such as Bikash Bhattacharjee, Ganesh
Pyne and Arpita Singh are also strongly characterized by Fantasy. Bikash’s Paintings
are strongly figurative and exaggeratedly expressive. He painted ‘Doll Series’ which
is indeed a realistic painting yet, it captures our mind beyond reality. A dream- like
fluidity was also intensified in the forms of Laxman Pai by swaying branches and
leaves merging with female forms. Even the works of Jai Zharotia demonstrates
his remarkable sense of imagination to alter the forms of nature according to his
own whim and fantasy. He searches into the mysteries, which lie beneath his mind
giving rise to vast pictorial imaginations that flow through various mediums. And
his pictorial vocabulary finds refuge in the portrayal of fantasy.

Actually in India, Surrealism became stronger in the 1970s, especially with the
contributions artists like J.Sultan Ali, J.Swaminathan, Paramjit Singh (his earlier
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works), Ganesh Pyne, Bikash Battacharjee and A.Ramachandran.’

Hence, in the west - experiments on Freudian Theory, that become the platform
for the Surrealists. The whole group of Surrealist (Poet, artists, etc..) had a fixed
ideology formulated by themselves and they followed the ideals of surrealism based
on the verse of ‘comte de Lautreamont’ i. e. —“As beautiful as the chance meeting
on a dissecting table of a sewing machine and an Umbrella’, which became their
motto whereas in India, Surrealism was never experienced in the same sense as in
the West. Artists have followed their own whims and fancies which they wished to
be called Surrealist in attitude which was highly personalized.

In fact, Indian artists created an atmosphere or a situation which was the
product of the imagination, or designed to contain the elements of Fantasy. In
addition, Surrealism and Fantasy are very close to each other, but Fantasy- which
is a vast subject rather than Surrealism-can cover even Abstractionism, Cubism and
even Expressionism.

A powerful expressionist, Satish Gujral creates a form language that evokes
mystical feelings and fantasies. He enjoyed the direct fantasy pleasure using Collage
technique. Collage is an ideal medium through which the fundamentals of design
color and composition can be learnt. It also allows one to express the wildest flights
of imagination, and to experiment with unlimited freedom. Satish Gujral used colored
paper and folk images to create mythological images in collage.

By providing the third dimension to their fantasy by earlier Indian sculptors
like Ram Kinker Vaij, Pradosh Das gupta or Sankho Chaudhari and later by
Dhanraj Bhagat and Davierwalla in their compositions can be felt, as a change
from figurative to abstraction. The true symbolism reached its peak in the expression
of sculptural forms. Woman is symbolized with feminine sexuality, maturity,
motherhood and fertility; she who carries the vehicle of procreation and nurtures
is symbolized with greatest plasticity, with softness of flesh, with hips and breasts
treated spherically showing fullness of the body. Dhanraj Bhagat and other artists
in India, started to work in naturalistic form, gradually moved to a simplified
or stylized form and then with an imaginative lively style, toward cubistic and
geometrical forms. They show a curious mixture of the geometrical construction
and sentiment which makes his apparently abstract sculptures filled with concept
and deep feelings, as for instance Dhanraj Bhagat’s ‘Third Eye, Mahakala and the
Musical construction’.

Lastly I would like to conclude that Fantasy in Indian Contemporary Art ,the
artists are very aware of fantasies which are connected to so many varied concepts
and give the type of imagery related to poetry, fear and sometimes very strange
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situations and emotions. They are also aware of the surrealistic impact, which
has influenced their work to some extent. Like all creative activity, it is highly
appropriate that Contemporary art in India has developed with the influences of
both - the Indian and the European art traditions. We can say that Fantasy is not only
in the imagination of the Indian people but in their blood wherein lies the capacity
to create fantastic imageries full of strange and mysterious connotations reflecting
the strength and power of the Indian artists’ works.

At the end it can be said that fantasy only deals with very personal truths. Its
sources may be philosophical, mythological or historical ideas and beliefs which
are apparently dreamy and Indian art and culture has provided us with a tremendous
variety of images which open the door to another world- a world which is mystical,
unknown and full of imagination. It is in the air which we all Indians inhale. Only
way of expression is different.

In reality, what is there has not come without a need, whatever comes, comes
as a necessity. And art is a necessity, its being a necessity makes elements of any
art- may it be fantasy or surrealism or metaphysical-appear in art of every period
and in every country.
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CHANGING STATUS OF WOMEN THROUGH
GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES

The status of women varies enormously from one part of the world to another.
However, nowhere do women enjoy equal status with men. But in the developing
countries like Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Latin America, the status of women
is so low as cannot be imagined by logical expression, it denotes neither rant nor
hierarchy but only position vis-a-vis other in terms of rights and obligations. In the
intimate analysis, status is “the conjunction of positions a women occupies....as a
worker, student, wife, mother.... The power and prestige attached to these positions
and the right and duties she is expected to exercise”. Women’s status can then be
analysed in terms of their participation in decision-making, access to opportunities
in education, training, employment and income. In recent years, there has been an
increasing recognition of the interface between women’s ability to control their
fertility and their exercise and enjoyment of other options in life.

States response to women issue has been mixed and ambivalent, it has been
both a process of progression and retrogression. The last twenty years, show a record
of the state laws and policies ostensibly to improve the situation of women. So it
is necessary to understand what is entrepreneurship and how government agencies
are promoting women entrepreneurship in India.

Entrepreneurs are the real heroes of economic life. They are the ones who have
shown that genius is sweat and toil and sacrifice and that natural resources gain
value only by the ingenuity and labour of man'. From their knowledge of failure,
they forge success. In accepting risk. they achieve security for all. In embracing
change, they ensure social and economic stability.

Entrepreneurship is neither a science nor an art. It is a practice. But, as in all
practices, medicine or engineering for instance, knowledge in entrepreneurship
is a means to an end. It is not a “flash of genius’ but purposeful tasks that can be
organised into systematic work. 2
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Etymologically, the term entrepreneur has been derived from the French word
‘Entreprendre” which connotes “Undertaker”. The dictionary meaning?® says that
entrepreneur is an organizer of an economic venture, especially, one who organizes,
owns, manages and assumes the risks of a business.

According to J.B. Say* the term ‘entrepreneur’ denotes a person who discharges
the entrepreneurial function of coordination, organization, supervision and risk-
bearing. Max Weber® (1930) defined an entrepreneur by elaborating his qualities
as an innovator, a calvinist, a man with unusual will and energy and a man with
no capital but endowed with an unusually strong character, clarity of vision and an
ability to act. He highlighted the importance of strong willpower.

An entrepreneur is essentially a creative or an innovative person.$
Entrepreneurship has equated with the continuing general activities of a manager
by Cole.” A good entrepreneur is considered to be energetic, resourceful, alert to
new opportunities, able to adjust to changing conditions and willing to assume
risks involved in change. He should be interested in advancing technology and
in improving the quality of his product Also, he should have plans to expand and
reinvest.

‘Mc Clelland” characterised an entrepreneur with high ‘n” Ach as one with
a drive to be personally responsible for solving problems, for setting goals and for
reaching these goals by one’s own effort. Schumpete!® (1971) in his definition
highlighted “the carrying out of new methods of production, introduction of
new goods, new markets, new scarce raw materials” as the hall-marks of the
entrepreneur.

The entrepreneurs, in the modern sense, are the self starters and doers of
a business, who have organized and built their own enterprise or enterprises. In
common parlance, almost any one who starts an enterprise, industry, shop is called
an entrepreneur.

The development of entrepreneurship among women requires Government
support and the elaboration and implementation of targeted policies and
programmes enabling. Women to enter the private sector with greater confidence
develop their businesses and provide equal opportunities for entering competitive
markets in and outside the country. The role of various institutions set up specifically
for the promotion and fostering of entrepreneurship in SME sector is quite unique.
The Government of India has created Ministry of Small Scale Industries and
Agro and Rural Industries (SSI&ARI) in October 1999 as the nodal Ministry for
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formulation of policy and co-ordination of Central assistance relating to promotion
and development of the small-scale industries in India.

The Ministry of Small Scale Industries and Agro and Rural Industries was
bifurcated into two separate Ministries, namely, Ministry of Small Scale Industries and
Ministry of Agro and Rural Industries in September, 2001. The Central Government
has set up a number of organisations for the promotion of small scale industries in
order to meet the requirements of the rapidly developing entrepreneurship in the
SME sector. Through theses institutions, the Government of India provides adequate
credit, funds for technology up gradation and modernization, adequate infrastructure
facilities, modern testing facilities and quality certification, modern management
practices and skill up gradation through advanced training facilities; marketing
assistance etc., at par with the large industries sector.

The policy measures taken by the Government include credit, marketing,
technology, entrepreneurship development or fiscal, financial or infrastructural
support. In recent years, the Government policies have stressed the increasing role
of Industry Associations in the setting up of common facilities and other ventures in
the area of technology, marketing and other support services. Industry Associations
also impart institutional support to the small-scale sector. There has been several
industrial policy resolutions over the years specifically articulated and clearly spelt
for encouraging entrepreneurship.

The identification, training and development of a large number of local
entrepreneurs are strategic to the development of entrepreneurship in rural and
backward areas. Training is provided for developing their entrepreneurial skills such
as technical, managerial, financial, communication crisis management, leadership
etc. Successful SMEs do not come up into being without proper technical assistance.
A positive encouragement on the part of Government agencies is required for the
development and growth of entrepreneurship in the private sector. The success of
entrepreneurship mainly depends on the well established institutional set-up.

Responding to the increasing trend of women opting for entrepreneurship, many
organisations have come up with the idea of special training for women interested
in setting up their own enterprises. The Government has laid special emphasis
on the need for conducting special entrepreneurial training programmes for
women to enable them to start their own ventures. For women various development
programmes have been implemented by the Government. But the efforts to percolate
information by the institutions and accessing them to women entrepreneurs is missing



16 ATISHAY KALIT

which is further aggravated by women'’s lack of initiative to seek out information
to help themselves.

The policies and programmes of Government agencies should reach the
ultimate consumers properly so as to ensure their success. But, these policies and
programmes have not been able to facilitate the growth of women entrepreneurship to
the expected level due to various reasons, viz. bureaucratic control, rigid procedures,
limitations on the part of women themselves. Most of the women both in absolute
and in relative terms have not reached the critical mass to make an impact on the
system.

More than 3,000 organisations are today promoting entrepreneurship in India
through a variety of strategies. Following are the major Government agencies/
organizations that assist entrepreneurs in the SME sector in India which are
functioning at the national level.

Women Development in India’s Five Year Plans

A deep concern over the rights and status of women was made by the
Government of India only in 1971 by appointing: a Committee on the status of
women (CWSI). Since then there has been a marked shift in the paradigm regarding
women as critical groups for development as against targets of welfare policies
in social sector. The empowerment of women has been recognised as the central
issue in determining the status of women. Bringing women into the main stream of
development has been a major concern for the Government of India. The Government
laid special thrust on women’s employment with the objective of making women
self- reliant and economically independent. For this purpose, several women- specific
and women- related policies were enunciated by the Government of India in all
Plan documents.

Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007)

The following measurable/monitor able goals set in the Tenth Plan, having a
direct bearing on the empowerment of women. Special programme for participation
of women in agriculture is being launched. Development of special education zone
for women and creating Help Centres to provide counseling and support to victims
of domestic violence are other new schemes being introduced. Steps would be taken
for providing gainful employment to the additional labour force. The process of
organising women into Self-Help Groups will be encouraged to act as the agents
of social change, development and empowerment of women. National Institute for
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development organised Entrepreneurship
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programmes for women.

The integrated approach adopted by the two ongoing programmes of women’s
empowerment, viz. Swa-Shakti and Swayamsidha be further strengthened and
expanded. Mobilisation of poor women into SHGs through convergence of services,
offering them a wide range of economic and social options along with necessary
support services to enhance their joint capabilities. To this effect, the available
programmes for women are converged into block level action plans of Swayamsidha.
Special training programmes in the latest technology, keeping in view the role of
women as producers, will be expanded to assist rural women in meeting the market
demands with the rise in the phenomenon of feminisation of agriculture, will be
attended to as a concern at the policy level.

To increase the share of women in factories and industrial establishments,
efforts will be made to encourage women to equip themselves with necessary
professional/vocational skills and compete with men to make an entry into newer
areas.

The on-going training-cum-employment-cum-income generation programmes
viz. RMK, SGSY, SJISRY, PMRY, STEP, and NORAD etc be further expanded to
create more employment-cum-income generation opportunities and to cover as many
women as possible living below the poverty line giving priority to female-headed
households and women living in extreme/abject poverty.

The programme of Swayamsidha is further expanded to 2000 additional blocks
during the Tenth Plan.

The micro-credit programme of RMK is closely tied up with SHGs formed
under Swayamsidha for financing various employments-cum-income-generation
activities. Necessary training programmes be introduced to retain/upgrade the
skills of the displaced women to take up jobs in the new and emerging areas of
employment.

Formulating of appropriate policies and programmes to generate opportunities
for wage/self-employment in traditional sectors like Khadi and Village industries.
Handicrafts, Handlooms. Sericulture, Small Scale and Cottage industries.

Special attention will be given to women in the informal sector to ensure both
minimum and equal wages for women on par with men.

Design suitable strategies to enhance the capacity of women and to empower
them to cope with the negative economic and social impact of the globalisation
process.
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A minimum of 30 per cent reservation will be made for women in services in
the public sector.

To increase the representation of women in services, coaching facilities,
encouraging women to compete along with men in the competitive ‘examinations
and providing support services for working women to ensure mobility in the
employment market.

The Tenth Plan recognises the need for a comprehensive Credit Policy to
increase women’s access to credit either the establishment of new micro-credit
mechanisms or micro - financial institutions or strengthening existing ones. All
States/UTs with Women’s Development Corporations to be equipped to provide
both forward and backward linkages of credit and marketing facilities to women
entrepreneurs, besides being active catalysts for empowering women economically.
Efforts be made to set up an exclusive Development Bank for Women entrepreneurs
in the small scale and tiny sectors.

Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-2012)

The government is planning to ensure that at least 33 per cent of all direct and
indirect benefits of all schemes flow to women and girl children. A focus on pilot schemes
would be made for Muslim women and SC/ST children. The Planning Commission wants
the Government to lay emphasis on economic and social empowerment, besides enabling
political environment, strengthening mechanisms for effective implementation of
women related laws and augmenting delivery mechanisms.

The plan body has also suggested that focus be given on Integrated Child
Protection scheme and the Scheme for Relief and Rehabilitation of Victims of Social
Assault. The Government hopes to make a serious dent on poverty, malnutrition,
school dropout rates and infant mortality and female health. Aware that success of
its plans depends on correctly targeting women. Government plans a special focus
on this key segment of population. Both Centre and states will frame policies to
realise “monitorable targets” with stress on objectives like raising the sex ratio for
age group 0-6 to 935 by 2011-12 and to 950 by 2016-17.

It has been decided to set up a Working Group on Micro & Small enterprises
(MSE) sector, consisting of the traditionally defined small scale industries and small
scale service and business entities, on the one hand and khadi, village and coir
industries, on the other to review the existing coverage of developmental schemes
and programmes for SC, ST, Minorities and Women engaged in the sector and
to suggest specific measures for their upliftment and promotion.
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Women Development Programme to be strengthened and reactivated to create
awareness among women for their social empowerment. Women support groups
to be formed. SHGs will be strengthened and linkages with financial institutions
facilitated. Training programmes in skill development and management etc. will
be a priority area.

Women Cooperative Societies to be promoted and strengthened. Share capital
to Women Cooperative Societies suggested to be increased to promote research in
and development of implements/equipments particularly in agriculture sector to
facilitate safe working of women agriculturist. Grain Banks could be set up through
women SHGs. Assessment of poverty levels needs to be assessed regularly for
appropriate management of supplies. !

Women specific Indian and International Agencies promoting women
entrepreneurship

Indian Agencies

Central Social Welfare Board (CSWB): CSWB is a charitable company
registered under the Companies Act, 1956 assisting both in promoting voluntary
action and implementing programmes fully funded by the Department. It was
established in August 1953, to bring the neglected, weak, handicapped and backward
sections of society into the national mainstream. As a follow up, the State Social
Welfare Advisory Boards were set up with the task of implementing and monitoring
of different programmes of the CSWB.

It is the pioneering national level organisation in the field of development
and empowerment of women in the country. The CSWB was also envisaged as an
interface between the Government and the voluntary sector for social development
in the country. It has made a signal contribution in encouraging, assisting and
promoting the growth of nearly twenty five thousand voluntary organisations for
reaching the neglected women and children of the country.

Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK): RMK is constituted by the Government
in 1993, with the objective of meeting the credit needs of poor, asset less women,
especially in the informal sector. It also offers support to develop and stabilise Self-
Help Groups. RMK has taken several promotional measures to promote micro-
financing, thrift, credit, formation and stabilisation of SHGs and also enterprise
development for poor women.

Women’s Wing of National Alliance of Young Entrepreneurs (NAYE):
Women’s Wing of NAYK was set up in 1975 for the promotion and development of
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women entrepreneurship. It assists women entrepreneurs in getting better access to
capital, infrastructure and markets, development of management and production
capability identifying investment opportunities, attending to problems taking up
individual cases with appropriate authority sponsoring delegations, participation
in trade fairs, exhibition buyer-seller meets, specialised conferences etc. organise
seminars, workshops and training programmes for giving them wider exposure to
available facilities and developing their entrepreneurial capabilities.

Department of Women and Child Development (DWCD): DWCD is the
separate nodal agency set up by the Government of India in 1985 for development
of women. The department formulates policies and programme enacts/amends
legislations affecting women and coordinate the efforts of both Governmental and
NGOs working for the development of women. The programmes include employment
and income generation welfare and support services a gender sensitization and
awareness generation programmes.

Women Entrepreneurship of Maharashtra (WIMA): WIMA was set up
in 1985 with its head office in Pune. The main objective is to provide a forum for
members and to help them sell their products. WIMA also provides training to its
members. It has established industrial estates in New Bombay and Hadapsar.

Women Development Corporation (WDC): WDCs were set up in 1986 to
give the necessary thrust development of women in the states. The main objective
is to create sustained income generating activities for women to provide better
employment avenues for women so as to make them economically independent
and self-reliant. WDCs identify women entreprencurs, prepare a shelf of viable
projects, provide technical services, to facilitate to avail credit from banks and
other financial institutions, provide training and promote women’s co-operative
and other organization.

National Commission for Women: The National Commission for Women,
a statutory body, set up under the National Commission for Women Act, 1990
safeguards the rights and interests of women. The Commission continued to pursue
its mandated activities, namely review of laws, interventions into specific individual
complaints of atrocities and remedial action to safeguard the interests of women,
whatever appropriate and feasible. The Commission has accorded highest priority
to securing speedy justice to women. The Commission has been instrumental in
introducing fresh ideas, innovative model, training, packages and model for
speedy justice etc.
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Development of Women and Children in Urban Area (DWCUA): DWCUA
was introduced in 1997 to organise women in socio-economic self-employment
activity groups with the dual objective of providing self-employment opportunities
and social strength to them. This is to be achieved through technology services, which
may enable them to take up income generating activities. It provides assistance to
groups of urban poor women for setting up gainful self-employment ventures. The
Revolving Fund given to these groups is meant for the purposes like purchase of
raw materials and marketing, infra structure support, one-time expenses on child
care activity etc.

Women’s Occupational Training Directorate: There are 10 Regional
Vocational Training Institutes (RUTIs) in different parts of the country, besides a
National Vocational Training Institute (NVTI) at NOIDA which organise regular
skill training courses at basic, advanced and post advanced levels. By the end of
the Ninth Plan there were 4,499 Industrial Training Institutes.

Self-Help Groups (SHGs): SHGs are basically an association of women
constituted mainly for the purpose of uplifting the women belong to the Below
Poverty Line (BPL) categories to the Above Poverty Line (APL) category. Identified
poor women from each family will be formed in to a group consisting of 10-15
members. Major activities of the group are income generation programmes, informal
banking, credit unions health, nutritional programmes etc. The SHGs formed under
each development block will be later converted into SGSY units. SHGs disburse
micro credit members and facilitate them to enter into entrepreneurial activities

National Resource Centre for Women (NRCW): The NRCW is an
autonomous body, which was set up to orient and sensitise policy planners towards
womens issues, facilitating leadership training and creating a national data base in
the field of women’s development. The Department monitors the implementation
of 27 beneficiary oriented schemes for women implemented by different central
departments.

Consortium of Women Entrepreneurs of India (CWEI): CWEI is a
registered civil society a voluntary organisation that works for the economic
empowerment of women in the county and world over. It gives manpower training,
undertake product development activities and also act as an intermediary between
Indian entrepreneurs and overseas agencies for marketing and exports. The most
effective function of all these associations is their lobbying for the cause of the SSIS.
It acts as a springboard for entrepreneurship provides all escort services leading
to higher productivity, competitive prices and stringent quality control for export,



22 ATISHAY KALIT

facilitates technology transfer, improves access to natural resources, product and
design development, explore marketing linkages within and outside the country
through various Haats, Buyer Seller Meets, Exhibitions and Fairs in India and
abroad, disseminates timely information on policies and programs, implements and
monitors govt. schemes and programs for sustainable growth of enterprises. This
consortium consisting of NGO’s, voluntary organizations and self-help groups the
women entrepreneurs in finding innovative techniques of production, marketing
and finance.

Acme Centre of Management Excellence (ACME): ACME is an institute set
up in New Delhi by Alternale Energy, Cold Chain Management and Environment.
It provides women from business families and those who wish to venture in to the
world of business, an opportunity to learn about business. The first management
course for wives of businessmen which aims at developing the considerable latent
talent within business families has been launched by ACME in 2000. It provides
a one-year, full-time post-graduate diploma programme in business management
with special focus on international business. It gives strong emphasis to teaching
about the international business environment, international marketing management,
research in management, international marketing logistics, international financial
management, legal aspects of international business, and management information
systems.

Mahila Vikas Samabaya Nigam (MVSN): The Mahila Vikas Samabaya
Nigam (MVSN) is the nodal agency at State level for empowerment of women
in Orissa. It has 317 affiliated societies out of which 54 are Women Co-operative
Societies and the remaining 163 are registered under the Societies Registration
Act, 1860. As a State nodal agency, the Nigam undertakes activities in three
categories namely, economic programmes, social sensitisation programmes and
allied infrastructural activities. The Mahila Vikas Samabaya Nigam undertakes
various training programme for woman for capacity building as well as for persons
with disabilities in order to enable them to take up different income generating
activities. The expenditure on account of such training is met from the training grant
received from the State Government. The types of training programmes conducted
are Entrepreneurship Development Programme, Managerial Development
Programme, and Leadership Development Programme, Training on Marketing and
Sales promotion, Business Orientation Programme for persons with disabilities
and other special training programmes for women. Besides, trade based technical
training programmes are also conducted mostly in non-traditional sector, such as,
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woolen carpet weaving, fancy leather, raxin bags, gems and American diamond
cutting, polishing and other activities.

International Agencies

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Committee Women (ACW): ACW
has developed an operational work plan for protecting and empowering ASEAN’s
women an reducing their vulnerability to exploitation through increased participation
in the productive workforce, It encourages their entrepreneurship and employability,
leadership and regional awareness.

United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM): UNIFEM is the
women’s Fund at the United Nations. It provides financial and technical assistance
innovative programmes and strategies to foster women’s empowerment and gender
equality. In India, the Fund enables women entrepreneurs from Bangladesh, India,
Nepal,, Pakistan to participate in the India International Trade (IITF). UNIFEM has
been supporting annually since 1996.

South Asian Women Entrepreneurs (SAWE): SAWE is a forum developed
by the UNIFEM. It has made special efforts to include women artisan producers
entrepreneurs in the IITF. It supported the initiative to bring women entrepreneurs
together on common platform to explore new marketing linkages and exchange of
technology within and outside the country. Through experts, UNIFEM provides
technical inputs, business counselling. Information and Communication Technology
training and design support for increased export orders. It also helps to enhance
their capacity, market linkages, formation of business alliances and improved
awareness on possibilities of e-commerce. It aims at strengthening the regional
network of women entreprencurs through enabling their access to global markets,
in partnership with Governments and NGO’s UNIFEM promotes exchange of
information on marketing, technology exchange and trade development among
women entrepreneurs from South Asia and other parts of the world.

South Asian Network of Women Artisans and Primary Producer Groups
(ARTRAC): ARTRAC works to bring grassroots artisans and their associations
closer to domestic and international markets through the use of ICT, product design
support and business management training.
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POSITION OF WOMEN AS DEPICTED IN THE
SCULPTURES OF THE TEMPLES OF MEDIEVAL
MEWAR

Position of women is described by Women in Ancient and Medieval India by
Bhuvan Chandel, Women in Medieval Indian Society by Irfan Habib, Rajasthan
through the Ages by G.N. Sharma etc. | made attempt to present life of females
through secular sculptures depicted in various temples of Mewar.

Abul Fazal writes "Hindu women carry water from rivers, cisterns or wells,
many of them carry several pots on their heads, one on the top of the other, while
talking and gossiping with their companions and making their way over uneven
ground. If the heart could maintain the balance of these vessels, in the same way,
it would not be affected by suffering. Why should one be more lowly then these
women in one's relationship to the Almighty?"!

Medieval period is mentioned as dark age for the women because they had
to undergo a lot troubles and confinements because of the Muslim invasions and
feudalistic society. Their position in upper society was worsened, but they managed to
revamp their position by taking part in religion, politics, education and literature.

Women had very respectable position in ancient Mewar society. A baked seal
of Mata Vasundhara discovered from Nagari belongs to second century B.C. During
that time female was worshipped in the form of Mother Goddess.

On the basis of temple sculptures we can say that upper class women were
educated. In a panel a yogi is sitting? cross legged and an open book is lying in
front of him on book case. A female wearing gold ornaments in neck, arms and ears
is sitting on the mat in front of him with joined hands and is in hearing sermons
from yogi.

They took part in worship along with king. The king, queen and prince are
carved3 in front of a saint. The king and queen are worshipping Sivalinga. This
shows that in medieval period Mewar people emphasised on the ancient saying of
Hindu scriptures, that no religious rite can be performed with perfection by a man
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without the participation of his wife. Playing with the ball or kanduka-krida was a
fashion amongst high born girls. These scenes are carved in Vishnu temple of Ahar,
Ambika temple of Jagat, Mandesar and Iswal.

Purdah was prevalent in medieval Mewar in upper class women. A royal
women4 is sitting in bullock-cart which is covered from all the sides. It imposes
restrictions on the mobility of women, curtails their rights to interact freely and
is a symbol of subordination of women. Ambika temple of Jagat belongs to tenth
century A.D. and have no male deities except dikpals proves that women in the form
of goddess had a respectable place in the society.

Lower class women enjoyed much freedom as compared to royal ladies. They
performed their daily household work. Two females are carved as grinding gram
by a mortar. In this panel a female is sitting on platform holding a mortar in her
hand. Another woman is pouring some grains in this grinding machine. In another
scene two females are moving handles of grinding machine made of stone carved
in between them. Some women are depicted as churning butter. In this panel two
females are churning butter by holding strings which are rolled around a long mathini
whose lower part is inside a pot.

Women worked along with their men in their fields traditionally a part of
Indian rural society.’ The lower class women worked hard alongwith their men for
livelihood. All the drudgery was done by them. The day to day activities including
collecting fodder for cattle from far off places, grinding rice, gathering cow dung,
wood for fuel, and bringing water.°

Two cows are also carved in this panel. Females also went for grazing their
animals. In Ambika temple of Jagat a female is carved as extricating a thorn from
her leg. It could be a shepherd-girl.

Playing with the ball or kanduka-krida was a fashion amongst high born girls’,
a female is trying to through the ball with left hand from over the head as in cricket
bowling? These type of scenes are also carved at Vishnu temple at Ahar.

A line of Vermilion (sindura) in the parting of the hair is an absolute necessity
in Hindu custom for every married woman whose husband is alive. A lady is standing
with a mirror in her right hand, applying sindura in the hair parting with right hand.
This type of sculpture is also found at Khajuraho temple.

Women also assist men in their job. In a panel of Temple of Mewar a women
is assisting male in doing his iron work. Indian women were also engaged in
commerce especially in small industries along with their husbands, "Gujjar" and
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"Ghosi" women hawked milked products in villages and "Kunjar" women sold
green vegetables and fruits. The pitcher's wife parched and sold grain, the potter's
wife kneaded clay and the lace-maker's and Iron smelter's wires similarly helped
their husband in the respective fields.?

Singing and dancing were considered as women's profession in Mughal India.
These groups were the essential part of Mughal court. According to Khondamir, all
the inhabitants of the Kingdom were divided into three classes.

Ahl - Dulat (nobles)
Ahl - Sadat (religious persons)
Ahl - Murad (Entertainers)

Those who possessed beauty and elegance, those who were most lovely, also
clever musicians and sweet singers composed the third class, and appellation of
Ahl T Murad (people of pleasure) was conferred on them, because most people
took great delight in the company of such young looking people of rosy cheeks
and sweet voices.’

Dance was regarded as a means to please gods and consequently dance
performances were arranged inside the temples. This led to the growth of the
institution of devdasi. Devdasi is originally described as Hindu religious practice
in which girls were married and dedicated to a deity. In addition to taking care of
temples and performing rituals, they learned and practiced bharatnatyam and other
classical Indian art tradition and enjoyed a high social status. It was found in all
parts of India, but was more prevalent in south. Arthasastra, Mricchaghatihem gives
us an idea of the devdasi tradition in ancient India.

Impact of this system can be seen in sculptures of temples of Mewar. In most
of the temples of Mewar women are depicted as playing various musical instrument
of performing dances in groups. In a panel female dancer wearing plaited lower
garment in the middle surrounded by four males on both the sides are playing flute,
manjira and daph. A female is playing flute with slightly tilted face. Men are carved
on left and right side of women with crosslegged and playing manjira. In another
scene six females are carved. In the middle female dancer is in atibhanga posture
in which her back and face can be seen in front. Her both legs are bent from knees,
heels are joined with each other and feet are slightly uplifted and both hands are
raised.

If we analyse female scenes in temples belonging to 8% to 17" century A.D.
We can say that females were in good position in early medieval period and their
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position gradually worsened during Muslim invasions. There were no scenes in
temples which depicts sati system of that period.

Plate 1 Lady applying sindur Plate 2 Female extricating
thorn
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(Plate-3) Female dancing group
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AGRIGARIAN INPUTS IN ANCIENT RAJASTHAN

From the agrarian point of view land is the most important input for production.
We may generally classify lands under the following groups', viz., (i) cultivable
land, (ii) waste land, (iii) habitable land, (iv) pasture land, (v) gardens and forest
lands. But in ancient time twelve types of land are mentioned. They are: (a) Urvar
(fertile), (b) Usara (barren), (¢c) Maru (desert), (d) Aprachata (fallow), (¢) Sadvala
(grassy land), (f) Pankila (muddy land), (g) Jalaprayamanupam (watery or wet
land), (h) Kaccha (land contiguous to water), (i) Sarkara (land full of pebbles and
pieces of limestone), (j) Sarkavati (sandy), (k) Nadimatrka (land watered from a
river for cultivation), (1) Devamatrka (land watered by rain). The term Vastu or
Thala-Vastu is used even today in Bengal; and signifies the high land.

There were, however, two types of cultivable lands, viz., the dry land?* which
required irrigation for its cultivation, and the wet land,* which required less water.
The later type is referred to in the Grand of Dharmaditya,* where the term vapa
precedes ksetra. This term here may signify vapt, which means a small tank, instead
of vapa in its derivatives sense, meaning the field where seeds are sown.’ Other terms
commonly met with in inscriptions are k%ila® and aprahata. Basak explains khila as
untilled land. This is also supported by the Amarakosa.” Another term, Aprahata,® is
mostly used in conjunction with Khila. Basak holds that both Khila and Aprahata
are synonymous terms signifying untilled land. But as both terms are recorded side
by side in the same plate, there may have been some slight technical difference in
meaning between them. According to Monier Williams, aprahata means untilled
waste. Dr. Sircar defines it as “unreaclaimed jungle land. Thus, it appears that khila
land is previously cultivated, but now left uncultivated; and aprahata 1and is hitherto
untouched by the plough. Both terms can be taken together to mean cultivable waste
lands. There was also pasture land for the grazing of cattle. In the 'Khoh Plate of
Maharaja Hastin" the term “gopathasarah” is recorded. 'Dr. Fleet' interprets'’ it as
“the reeds grow by the cattle-path.” This may indicate the pasture land of Narada,
where the cow-herds used to tend their village cattle."
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As we have seen elsewhere, there was a great demand for land for cultivation
and habitation. The cultivable and uncultivable and waste was gradually brought
under the plough, probably as a result of the gradual increase of population.
considering these factors, Narada recommends that when the owner of a field is
unable to cultivate his land, or is dead or gone, no one knows Whether, any stranger
who undertakes it cultivation unchecked by the owner or others should be allowed
to keep the produce.'?

Thus the land was not allowed to remain fallow for an indefinite period, but
others were induced to make it productive. Moreover, for the encouragement of
agriculture and settlement the kings granted quite large areas of cultivable land. These
were donated free of royal revenue, possibly in view of the fact that the donee might
be able to make the land productive. From a somewhat later inscription it is clear
that lands in the forest region were given to the Brahmans for their maintenance.'
In the later period Sukra lays down certain benevolent rules for the reclaiming of
waste lands, if people undertake new industries or cultivate new lands and dig tanks,
canals, wells, etc. for their improvement, the king should not demand anything of
them, until they realise profit amounting to twice their expenditure.'*

Methods of cultivation were elaborate. Ploughs drawn by oxen were used for
cultivation. According to Amara, the plough' consisted of the following parts, the
pole or shaft of the yoke, the pin of the yoke, the ploughshare and the tie of the
yoke. The cultivators apparently used iron plough-shares, for according to Brhaspati
iron twelve Palas in weight should be formed into a ploughshare. It should be eight
Angulas long by four Angulas broad'® or approximately 6 inches by 3. Smaller than
that of modern Europe, such a ploughshare could only be used for shallow cultivation.
We do not know how many oxen were employed in a single plough in ancient time.
But in the later period Sukra lays down that the Brahmans should have sixteen
oxen to their ploughs, the Kshatriyas twelve, the Vaisyas eight, the Sudra four and
Antyajas (later known as untouchables) two only."” This scheme, however, seems
fanciful, a typical product of the Brahamanic passion for classification. Nowadays
only two oxen are used a normal plough.

From the earliest times India has been an agricultural country; and in many
parts of India her agriculture largely depends upon irrigation. There are two types of
irrigation, natural and artificial. Natural irrigation is obtained through rivers, lakes,
springs and rainfall. Northern India is blessed with many rivers as a source of perennial
water supply. As a result in these parts of India, from the very earliest times, the state
and the people have excavated tanks, lakes, pools and wells for irrigation.
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'Lekh Paddti' states that a land, adorned with crops, rich in mines, minerals,
etc., copiously watered and not depending upon showers of rain for agricultural
purposes, is specially favourable to the welfare and prosperity of the people.'® The
importance of irrigation is also duly considered by our Smrti writer. At first Narada
classifies the dikes, according to their respective utility. There are two sorts of dikes
or water-courses, one called kieya which is dug into the ground, and another called
Bandhya which prevents the access of water. The former serves the purpose of
irrigation, and the latter protects the field from excessive water.

Moreover, the fertility of the soil is greatly enhanced by artificial irrigation,
where there are no natural irrigation facilities, and as a result agricultural produce
is greatly increased. The mention of araghatta'® attests to the existence of efficient
techniques of irrigation, without which a high agricultural yield would hardly have
been possible. The araghatta being a common simile employed in the Kuvalayamala,
its use must have been widespread. The unceasing cycle of birth, old age and deaths
is compared to an araghatta with hundreds of pots (ghatis), one pouring water into
the other®. In another instance, the beings (jivas) are addressed thus, ‘If thou desires
deaths, if thou are disgusted with them, continue by all means in the araghatta of
birth (janma) and death (marana).”®' The technical nature of the arahatta or araghatta,
generally translated as Persian wheel has been a matter of controversy, with Irfan
Habib insisting on equating it with the noria, i.e. a wheel carrying pots or buckets
fixed on its rim, in which there is no chain carrying pots or gearing mechanism for
continuous flow of water.”? But the ninth century AD stone relief studded on the
ceiling of Jagesvara at Sadadi in Pali district clearly show the pots ties to a rope in a
row hanging below,? as pointed by Dr. Chattopadhyaya.?* There is no clear evidence
of the gearing mechanism but the references to the continuous rotation of buckets
in our works clearly suggest its use. Excavation of wells (kupa), tanks (tadaga) and
stepwells (vapi) was considered meritorious® and this too must have helped ensure
easy supply of water for irrigation purposes.?® The reference to damming of water,?’
reservoirs bound with stones bearing semblance to the ocean® and the cultivation
of sugarcane in the arid zone of Rajasthan®’ also suggest harnessing of water for
irrigation. The Guhilla ruler 'Dhanika' is said to have constructed in vs 741 (AD 684)
a step-well at Nagar (Jaipur state) for the use of his subjects, for the performance
of abhiseka of Sankara and for the acquisition of religious merit.*

The Jodhpur inscription of Bauka (AD 837), tells us that his predecessor
'Siluka' had a tank excavated.’' From the Mansarovar inscription we learn that the
Mansarovar lake (near Chittor) was excavated in AD 713 by the Mori ruler Mana.*?
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The Kaman inscription of the Harsa year 263 (AD 869) records the excavation of
a step-well and temple by three brothers in memory of their father.> At Osia and
Abaneri we have huge step-wells built in the eighth-ninth century AD. The Osia
step-well was about 125 feet long, 100 feet broad and 50 feet deep.** There were also
tanks which served both for providing drinking water and irrigating the adjoining
area. These were denoted by several terms, e.g. vapr*® which appears to have been
usually employed for a tank of smallest size; tadaga.** which in modern Bengali
usage (which may reflect that of our period) implies a larger tank; and dirghika',
which etymologically suggests a tank of oblong shape, and is used in modern
Bengal to imply a tank of very large size. There are also references to wells (kupa).
The Gandhar stone inscription of Visvavarman refers to a well in Gangdhar in the
modern district of Jalalabad in Malwa. The Amarakosa also refers to this type of
well. On modern analogy these were used for the irrigation of small plots of land,
as well as drinking water.

Since agriculture is a labour intensive activity so human resource is also
an important input. Brhaspati classifies agricultural servants in the categories of
flow, middle and high, according to their grain share or pay. He then goes a step
further than Narada and says that a third or a fifth of the produce shall be awarded
to the cultivator of the soil as his share. Those who cultivate the soil, taking food
and clothing from the master, should receive one-fifth of the crop, but those who
work without taking food and clothing should take one-third of the produce. For
the benefit of the owner of the soul Brahaspati also lays down certain rules. If a
hired servant fails in the performance of even a small part of his master’s work, he
forfeits his wages and may be sued in court for his offence.”’” When a servant does
not perform his work after having received his wages, though able to do work, he
shall be compelled to pay twice as much as his wages as a fine to the king, and shall
restore the wages to his master.*
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NALANDA : (A WORLD HERITAGE SITE)

Recently I happened to visit Nalanda (A world heritage site) and was greatly
inspired by the surroundings and findings of which I am trying to share with you.

Towards the southeast of Patna is a village called the ‘Bada Gaon’, in the
vicinity of which, are the world famous ruins of Nalanda University. It falls on
way to Rajgir. It is also linked by rail with Patna, Rajgir and Bakhtiyarpur (On
Delhi — Howrah main track). Though it is traditionally dated to the time of the Bud-
dha (6th — 5th cent. BC), archaeological excavations date its current foundations
to the 5th century AD. The university flourished during the 5th and 12th Century
AD. It was the first residential International University of the world, housing about
10,000 students and 2,000 teachers. This university attracted pupils from all over
the world. The courses of study included scriptures of Buddhism (both Mahayana
and Hinayana Schools Vedas— Hetu Vidya (Logic); Shabda Vidya (Grammar);
Chikitsa Vidya (medicine) etc. The university received royal patronage of the great
emperor Harshavardhana of Kannauj and also Pala kings. It was a great center of
learning and students from foreign countries were also attracted to this university.
Its importance as a monastic university continued until the end of the 12" Century.
Excavations have uncovered nine levels of occupation.

‘Hieun Tsang’, the renowned Chinese traveller of the seventh century, says
that according to tradition the place owed its name to a Naga of the same name
which resided in the local tank. But he thinks it more probable that Lord Buddha,
in one of his previous births as Boddhi-sattva, became a king with his capital at
this place and that his liberality won for him and his capital the name Nalanda or
“Charity without intermission”. The third theory about the name of the place is
that it derived from ‘Nalam’ plus ‘da’. ‘Nalam’ means lotus which is a symbol for
knowledge and ‘Da’ means place having many lotuses.

Nalanda is a place hallowed by the memory of the Buddha. Earliest literary
accounts of Nalanda appear in the Pali scriptures. Buddha visited Nalanda several
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times. On his way from Rajagaha to Pataliputta he used to stop in Pavarika’s Man-
go-grove. Rajagaha was the capital of the Magadhan kings during the time of the
Buddha. Together with Rajagaha, Nalanda formed an important zone of Buddha’s
activities. Mango-grove was built by Pavarika, a Setthi of the place and donated
it to the Buddha and his Sangha. Whenever Buddha visited the place, he usually
stayed in that Mango-grove and held discussions and preached the Dhamma to the
people. His last sojourn in that Mango-grove at Nalanda was occasioned while he
was on his last journey from Rajagaha to Kusinara where soon after he entered into
the Mahaparinibbana. Nalanda was also frequented by other religious teachers like
Makkhali Gosala. The two chief disciples of the Buddha, Sariputta and Moggallana,
hailed from the vicinity of Nalanda.

Main Temple and Stupa

Besides the Buddha, Mahavira, known as Nigantha Natapatta in Buddhist
scriptures, was another religious teacher who visited Nalanda off and on. He also
had followers and supporters there, like Upali, Dighatapassi, Asibandhakaputta
and others. Vardhman Mahavira (nigantha Nata-pintta) chose Nalanda for his rainy

season retreat as many as three time. Once during his ascetic life, and twice during
his role of Tirthankara. During his ascetic life, he met Makkhali Gosala at Nalanda
in a weaver’s workshop which he selected for his stay during the rainy season.
Mahavira many times went to Rajagraha from Nalanda for alms. Sometimes he
also visited the Sannivesa called Kollaa situated near Nalanda. Nalanda appears
to have continued to be a stronghold of Jainism for centuries, though no literary
or inscriptional evidence is available till we reach the Vikram Samvat 1477 (1420
A.D.) which is found inscribed on an image of Risabhdeva still existing in the Jaina
temple situated near the ruins of Nalanda.
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Regarding the historicity of Nalanda, it is read in Jaina texts that Mahavira
Vardhamana spent as many as fourteen rainy seasons in Nalanda. During the days
of Mahavira and Buddha, Nalanda was apparently a very prosperous temple city, a
great place of piligrimage and the site of a celebrated university. It is said that King
Asoka gave offering to the Chaitya of Sariputra at Nalanda and erected a temple there.
Taranath, a Tibetian monk, famous for his ‘History of Buddhism in India’ mentions
this and also that Nagarjuna, the famous Mahayana philosopher of the second century
A.D. studied at Nalanda. Nagarjuna later became the high-priest there.

‘Suvishnu’, A Brahman contemporary of Nagarjuna, was supposed to have
built 108 temples at Nalanda to prevent the decline of both the Hinayana and the
Mahayana schools of Buddhism. ‘Aryadeva’, a philosopher of the Madhyamika
School of Buddhism (Fourth Century A.D.), ‘Asanga’, a Buddhist philosopher of
the Yogachara school (Fifth Century A.D.) and ‘Vasubandhu’ (brother and Asanga)
were actively associated with Nalanda. The copper plates of Samudragupta and the
coin of Kumaragupta, discovered in the course of the excavations, are the earliest
datable finds. According to ‘Hiuen Tsang’, Sakraditya built a monastery at Nalanda
and several of his successors, namely, ‘Buddhagupta’, ‘Tathagatagupta’, ‘Baladitya’
and ‘Vajra’ built some monasteries nearby. Sakraditya has been identified with
Mahendraditya, i.e., Kumaragupta 1 (c. 413-455). Buddhagupta seems to be the
same as Buddhagupta (c. 476-96) and Baladitya seems to be the king who had to
encounter the Huna chief, Mihirakula, early in the Sixth Century. ‘Fa Hien’, who
visited India in the early Fifth Century, however, does not mention the monastic
establishments, although he mentions that the village Nalo was the place of birth
and death of Sariputra and had a stupa. Nalo may be Nalanda.
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Hiuen Tsang had visited Nalanda and had seen an 80" high copper image of
the Buddha raised by Purna-Varman. Hiuen Tsang also mentions that king Harsha-
Vardhana of Kanauj (606-647) at Nalanda was building a large monastery of brass.
It is said that one thousand monks from Nalanda were present at the royal congrega-
tion at Kanauj. Nalanda was a flourishing university, teaching hundreds of students
when Hiuen Tsang visited the place.

Hiuen Tsang’s account mentions a number of monasteries and temples at Nal-
anda. He studied philosophy, logic, grammar, medicine and Atharaveda at Nalanda
University. Hieun Tsang was given the name of Mokshadeva at Nalanda. After
Hiuen Tsang as many as 11 Chinese and Korean travellers had visited Nalanda.
Another pilgrim who stayed at Nalanda for a considerable time was ‘I-7sing’. He
mentions that there were more than 3,000 monks at the Nalanda monastery and that
they were supported by more than 200 villages gifted by kings. The older monks
helped the younger ones.

‘Silabhadra’ was the head of the Nalanda monasteries when Hiuen Tsang
visited the place. A basic knowledge of the Tripitakas was the minimum quali-
fication required of all the monks who came to learn. There was a rigorous oral
entry examination conducted by erudite gatekeepers, and many students were
turned away. To study or to have studied at Nalanda was a matter of great prestige.
However, no degree was granted nor was a specific period of study required. The
monks time, measured by a water clock, was divided between study and religious
rites and practice. The libraries were vast and widely renowned. Silabhadra was
probably succeeded by ‘Dharmakirti’, who is said to have defeated ‘Kumaralila’,
arenowned Brahmanical philosopher. ‘Padmasambhava’, a great Buddhist scholar
from Nalanda, had visited Tibet. He is credited with having founded the institution
of Lamaism in Tibet. Another Nalanda scholar, ‘Santarakshita’, had also visited
Tibet and stayed on there till his death in 762.

In 1872, ‘Bradley’ carried out some excavations and published a monograph.
The Royal Aisatic Society of London gave a liberal grant and the Archaeological
Survey of India, with the help of this grant, took up a well planned excavation of
the site of Nalanda from 1915. Later on, the Archaeological Survey of India did the
excavations on its own resources. Great result have been achieved by the activities
of the Archaeological Survey of India and a very large number of relics have been
found and the monuments were saved from further ruin. Nalanda, as the site of a
great temple city at one time, is one of the most important visiting places in India
now. Careful excavation of the place has revealed many stupas, monasteries, hostels,
staircases, meditation halls, lecture halls and many other structures which speak of
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the splendor and grandeur this place enjoyed, when the place was a center of serious
study. The monastic university, Nalanda was a magnificent architectural structure.
An inscription of ‘King Yashovarman’ of 7" century AD describes Nalanda as “rows
of' monasteries with their series of turrets licking the clouds”. Nalanda is spread out
over an area of 14 hectares and has the ruins of 11 monasteries and 5 temples.

‘Sariputra’s Stupa’ is the most imposing structure standing in the south, a
few minutes walk from the main gates. This large stupa was built over the mortal
remains of Sariputra. Its corner towers display niches holding well modelled stucco
figures of the Buddha and Bodhisattvas. A fight of steps leads to the shrine chamber
which once housed a colossal image of Lord Buddha.

Monastery Sites

Main Temple site 3 : The main Temple standing at the southern extremity of
the row of temple is at once the largest and most imposing structure. The temple is
a huge solid structure standing in the middle of a court surrounded by a number of
small votive stupas, many of which were twice or even three times built one over
the other on the same spot. In the course of excavations it was found that the very
small original structure was enlarged by later temples built over and around the
ruins of the earlier ones, the present mound being the result of seven successive
accumulations.

Monastery sites 1A and 1B : To the east of the Main Temple and on a higher
level are the remains of two monasteries having their entrances to the north and
facing a brick-paved court, the level of which almost coincides with the concrete
pavement seen in front of the staircase of the fifth level of the Main Temple. The
buildings are provided on all the four sides with small cells each having an entrance
facing the concrete-paved verandah, the roof of which was supported by pillars.

Monastery site 1 : In Monastery Site 1, there are as many as nine levels,
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each of which is indicated by concreted payments and superimposed walls and
drains. There existed stucco figures which, was badly damaged by fire in ancient
days. Stucco figures also existed in the large niches in the north and south walls
of the portico. The lower monastery, of which the cells are seen near the entrance
on the western and along the southern and eastern sides, is believed to have been
constructed in the reign of Devapala, the third king of the Pala dynasty (circa
810-50), by a king of Sumatra, as is stated in a copper-plate inscription found in
the north-west corner of the entrance.

The monastery consists, a number of monks cells with wide verandahs in
front, originally set round an open quadrangular court but later on separated from
it by a high wall. It was originally a building of two, or probably more, storey’s, as
is apparent from the existence of stairs in the south-east corner. Many of the cells
have been excavated and have revealed the existence of a still earlier monastery
underneath, as indicated by concrete pavements.

The main shrine of the lower monastery is situated in the middle of the east
side and originally contained a colossal figure of seated Buddha, of which indica-
tions of the crossed legs and drapery still exist.

Monastery site 4 : It lies to the north of Monastery Site I and is adjacent to
it. Its northern half was excavated right down to the lowest level of occupation and
an earlier monastery was thus brought to light. The platform in front of the shrine
in the east (upper monastery) apparently supported a portico. The stones placed at
regular intervals on the parapets of the verandah served as the bases of pillars sup-
porting the original verandah-roof. Near the north end of the eastern verandah of
the lower monastery was found a coin of Kumaragupta (Circa 413-55) of the archer
type, which is one of the earliest finds recovered at Nalanda.

Monastery Annexe site 5 : The feature of this monasxtery is that there are
two rows of cells, one behind the other the cells in the front row communicating
with each other, through corbelled doorways. From this area a clay mould of Gupta
coins was discovered.

Monastery site 6 : This monastery contains two brick-paved courts, the lower
one belonging to the earlier monastery which had existed on the site before the
upper one was built on its ruins. A feature of interest here is the two sets of double
ovens in the upper courtyard which the monks might have used for cooking or for
some practical demonstration to students. A staircase seen in the south-west corner
shows that the building was at least double-storeyed. There are two shrines in the
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lower courtyard and one in the upper.

Monastery site 7 : In Monastery Site 7 there are three successive monasteries
built on the same site, each upon the ruins of a previous one on a similar plan. The
site has been so excavated as to indicate very clearly the three periods of occupa-
tion, the court, verandah and the cells of the three successive periods being easily
distinguishable. The parapet round the verandah supported pillars on which rested
the roof and of which the square bases are visible in all the three different levels. The
cells of the first and second periods can be recognized by their doorways blocked up
by bricks. The upper courts are concrete-paved, while the lower one is brick paved
and contains an oven and a shrine with stairs facing west.

Monastery site 8 : The arrangements of this monastery with its verandahs,
cells courtyard, shrine, etc., are similar to site 7. The lintel of the doorway of a cell
in the south-east corner, which was the only one found in this monastery preserved
to its original height, has been repaired; as the original wooden lintels were not
found, three concrete lintels have been inserted to support the superstructure which
is decorated with a pretty dentil cornice just a few inches above the cornice. The
shrine is spacious and imposing with a wide court in front. There are two levels
visible in it.

Monastery site 9 : There are six ovens in the courtyard, and traces of another
one near the middle of the northern verandrah of this monastery. At the south-west
corner there is a staircase with a skylight, similar to that in Monastery Site 4. Charred
layers of wood were found on the steps of the staircase, showing that they had origi-
nally been built of wooden sleepers which were subsequently destroyed by fire.

Monastery site 10 : An interesting feature of Monastery Site 10 is that the doors
had arches, set in mud-mortar, instead of wooden lintels. Traces of these arches may
still be seen at the south-west and north-east corners of the building.

Monastery site 11 : Lying near cultivated fields, Monastery Site 11 was ex-
posed in a very badly damaged condition, the entire northern half of the building
having been leveled to the ground. A feature of the monastery is the presence of no
less than twenty five fragmentary stone pillars, some of which are still standing on
their bases on the parapet-walls of the verandah at regular intervals of about 1 m.

All the monasteries faced west, had drains discharging the sewage in the east
and staircases in the south-west corner of the building. They were separated from
each other by a passage running east to west. The row of monasteries faced the row
of temples, situated to the east, an open space being left between the two rows.
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Temple site 12 : This structure broadly represents two different periods of
construction, a later temple having been erected directly upon the ruins of the ear-
lier one. The external facade of the earlier structure was decorated throughout with
projecting niches and pilasters of various patterns, though few of the niches now
contain images.

Nalanda Temple Remnants

Temple site 13 : Temple Site 13 is now almost in ruins. Portions of the exter-
nal wall of this structure indicate two different periods of construction. The earlier
external walls, though much dilapidated, still retain evidences to show that they
were provided with beautiful niches, pilasters, etc. The shrine is still existing above
and bears traces of a colossal stucco image of Buddha. The walls of the shrine-
chamber are built in two sections, the outer one still retaining portions of the original
moulding work. The concrete floor of the circumambulation-path surrounding the
shrine chamber is now practically ruined. The most interesting feature of this site
is a brick-made smelting furnace situated to the north of the main structure. The
discovery of burnt metal pieces, slag of metal and other similar objects from the
furnace tends to show that it was used for casting metal objects.

Temple site 14 : To the north of Temple Site 13 is another temple, Site 14.
The outer walls show two periods of constructing, plan walls having been erected
at many places upon the earlier once with beautiful mouldings. Inside the chamber
is seen the interlocked legs and the head, the latter being less than 1 m. high, of a
colossal stucco image of Buddha. A most interesting feature of the temple is the
existence of painting in the niches of the pedestal of the image, the only extant
specimen of mural painting at Nalanda. The fragmentary remains show the figures
of a deer and a lion.
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Temple site 2 : Temple Site 2 is situated to the north-east of Monastery Site 7
and approached by the narrow passage through Monastery Sites 7 and 8. Specially
interesting here is the dado of two hundred and eleven sculptured panels over the
moulded plinth. These panels are symmetrically arranged, twenty appearing on
each side of the main entrance and fifty-seven in each of the three remaining walls.
The pilasters intervening between the panels are decorated with a pot-and-foliage
design and are surmounted by arches, some of them being pointed. There is a large
variety of scenes depicted on them : human figures in various attitudes; household
scenes; kinnaras playing on musical instruments; Siva and Parvati separately or
together; Karttikeya on his peacock; the gods Agni, Kubera and Gaja-Lakshmi; the
child Gautama with his writing material; scenes of archery; the Kachchhapa-Jataka;
a human-headed bird with a foliated tail; makara-designs; a snake-charmer; geo-
metrical and scroll patterns, etc.

The Nalanda University Archaeological Complex :

The total area of the excavation is about 14 hectares. All the edifices are of red
brick and the gardens are beautiful. The university was constructed in the Kushana
style of architecture, but the impact of the Pala dynasty is widely visible throughout.
The buildings are divided by a central walkway that goes south to north, the mon-
asteries or “Viharas” are east of this central alley and the temples or “Chaityas” to
the west. The Vihara-1 is perhaps the most interesting with its cells on two floors
built around a central courtyard were steps lead up to what must have been a dais
for the professors to address their students. A small chapel still retains a half broken
statue of the Lord Buddha.

The enormous pyramidal mass of the Temple No. 3 is impressive and com-
mands a splendid view of the entire area. It is surrounded by smaller stupas, many
of which are studded with small and big statues of the Lord Buddha in various
poses or “Mudras”.

Hieun Tsang Memorial Hall : Hieun Tsang was a Chinese traveller, who came
to India in around 5™ century. He has given a very detailed and vivid description
of the Indian political and social conditions at that time. His writing is considered
to be one of the most authentic sources of information of that period Hieun Tsang
was also attracted by the glory of Nalanda University. He came and stayed here,
both as a student and as a teacher. As a student, he studied Yoga for six years under
Acharya Shil Bhadra. He was in Nalanda for twelve years. The memorial has been
built in his memory.

Surya Mandir : Near the University of Nalanda, is a temple dedicated to the
Sun God. This temple has a number of statues of Hindu and Buddhist deities. The
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five feet high statue of Parvati is of particular interest and attraction.

Nav Nalanda Vihar : To keep alive the ancient tradition of spreading knowl-
edge, Bihar Government has set up a Pali Institute near the ancient university. In
this institute, Indian as well as foreign students study and do research work. On
the 20" Nov. 1951 the foundation stone of this institute was laid by Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, the first President of India, near the famous Lotus Pond. This Institute has
been attracting students from Japan, Sri Lanka, Korea, Tibet, Bhutan, Indonesia etc.
Mainly students do research work on Buddhism and Pali here.

The Nalanda Archaeological Museum : The Nalanda museum has a exclusive
collection of images of the Pala. Gupta and other periods. The images are either
Buddhistic or Brahmanical and several of the on show clear Tantric influence-Some
of the image are in bronze. There are also finely executed images of Jambhala, the
Buddhist (god of wealth). Tara, Prajnapra-mita, Marichi, Hariti, Sarasvati, Aparajita,
etc. Brahmanical images include those of Vishnu Balarama. Siva-Parvati, Surya,
Durga, Mahishasurmardini Ravanta, Ganesh, etc. The museum has also a collection
of copper plates, stone inscription, and brick inscription, ceiling plaques, coins,
carved bricks, pottery and small heaps of brunt rice.

Art of Nalanda : The image of Nalanda mostly date from the Pala period,
though there are some notable specimens of the Gupta period. As Nalanda was the
center of the Tantra cult, it is only natural that along with Buddha and the Bodhisat-
tvas, tantric gods and goddeses were evolved and worshipped, this is confirmed by
the recovered specimens.

Treasures of Nalanda :

Buddha : The Nalanda specimens depict the Master in all his characteristic
attitudes, he may be standing sitting in meditation under the Bodhi-tree or sitting
with both legs pendent (bhadrasana). The hands show the favourite poses, the earth-
touching, meditation, gift, protection, preaching, argumenting.

He is usually placed on a lotus-throne, which may be supported by lions as in
no. 9-171-. Usually the hair is shown in schematic curls with a top knot (ushnisha),
regarded as one of the thirty-one marks of a great man; but in no. 1-456 Buddha is
wearing a crown on his head, In specimen No 1 — 152 Buddha has matted hair, a
characteristic of Siva, the locks hanging on shoulders. He is sometimes accompa-
nied by attendants, eg. no. 1-456, but is generally single. There are also sculptures
depicting the scenes of his life. Thus, his birth is represented in no. 11-110, where
Maya, his mother, is standing under a tree and a male deity to the right is receiving
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the newly-born baby. Particularly noteworthy are the figures of Buddha, nos. 1-532
and 9-150, standing on a circular lotus-pedestal, the finest of Nalanda bronzes.

The Bodhisattvas : Of the divine Bodhisattvas, Padmapani is represented in
many images with or without the Dhyani-Buddha. There are two fine gilt specimens
of Padmapani. The former has its right hand raised in abhaya mudra, while the latter
has the Dhayani-Buddha with varada on the crest. There are three large stone im-
ages, of the same god with the usual features. The first is seated in lalitasana with a
dwarfish male figure by the side of the god holding a sword in the right hand and a
noose in the left no. 8-15 may particularly be notable for its fine execution.

A large four-armed Avalokitesvara in stone is seen in no. 12-87, the right hands
hold a rosary and varada-mudra and the left ones a lotus-stalk and nectar-pot. There
is a sakti (female companion) on each side of the diety representing Bhrikuti and
Tara and a crouching figure with animal head (Suchimukha) on the right half of
the pedestal, which also contains a kneeling devotee. No. 45-3847 is an image of
Khasarpana-Lokesvara.

Jambhala : Jambhala, the Buddhist god of wealth, is represented in many
image. No. 1-470 shows the god seated in maharajaliasana, holding a fruit and purse
respectively in the hands. An inscription shows that it was the gift of the sage (yati)
Keka. In No 1 —205 a four-handed variety of the god seated in lalitasana, the right
hands holding a pot and sword and the left one a flower and mongoose is found.
The right foot rests on overturned vases. The back of the image is inscribed with
the letters ja and hum.

Other Gods : No 1-224 is a stone image of Trailokyavijaya, a Buddhist god
trampling on the Brahmanical gods Siva and Parvati lying prostrate. Another Tantric
god, Yamantaka is depicted inno. 1A-113. He is six headed and six-armed and holds
a vajra, sword and pestle in the right hands and a noose, human head and cup of
blood in the left. A garland of human skulls adorns the god and the Dyani-Buddha
Akshobhya appears one the crest.

An interesting images, representing a deity seated under serpent-hood canopy
and holding a vase and rosary in his hand, is believed to represent Nagarjuna. It was
originally housed in a shrine to the south-east of the Main temple. The inscription
on the image says that it was the gift of one Bhattamanikya.

Tara : The most favourite goddess of the Buddhists was Tara, ‘the savious’, the
consort of Avalkitesvara, whether seated or standing she usually holds a lotus-stalk
in her left hand and exhibits varada-mudra in the right. In no. 1-1051 the goddess is
seated on high lotus-throne with the right hand in vitarka-mudra and the left in varda.
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Another image no. 1A-304 shows the goddess seated on a lion throne in lalitasana.
No. 1-734 is a beautiful miniature representation of the goodness, inscribed with
the name of the female lay-worshipper Kajjalaka.

Prajnaparamita : Prajnaparamita is the goddess of learning. The goddess is
seated cross-legged on a lotus-throne with her hands forming dharmachakra-mudra
and with a book-on-lotus on each side.

Sarasvati : Sarasvati, who claimed the allegiance of both the Buddhist and
Brahmanical faiths, is beautifully represented in no. 1A-95 as seated in lalitasana,
the hands holding a lute placed on the right knee, with a seated attendant on each
side playing on musical instruments.

Inscriptions

Copper Plates : Monastery Site 1 yielded three copper-plate inscriptions be-
longing to Samudragupta (circa 335-75), Dharmapala (circa 770-819) and Devapala
(circa 810-59) respectively. The copper-plate of Dharmapala records the grant of
a village in the district (vishaya) of Gaya in the Nagara (Patna) division (bhukti).
The copper-plate of Devanpala is much more important. The original copper-plates
are now in the Indian Museum.

Stone Inscriptions : The following two stone inscriptions, both of which are
very important, are now in the Nalanda Museum.

(1) Inscription of time of Yasovarmadeva, recording various gifts, including a
permanent grant to the temple erected at Nalanda by king Baladitya, by Malada, the
son of a minister of king Yasovarmadeva, evidently the renowned king of Kanauj
of the first quarter of the eighth century.

Sealing’s and Plaques : The vast number of sealings and plaques discovered
at Nalanda fall under two categories : (1) ecclesiastical and (2) civil. Under the
former head comes those seals which bear the Buddhistic creed, sometimes with
the figure of Buddha, or bear only the image of Buddha without any other stamp. Of
the secular sealings, historically the most important are those which belong to royal
personages, such as Narasimhagupta and Kumaragupta II of the Gupta dynasty.

Coins : The coins found at Nalanda include those of Kumargupta I and Nar-
simhagupta of the Gupta lineage, Sasanka of Bengal (circa 600-20), Adivaraha
or Bhoja I of the Pratihara dynasty (circle 835-85), and Govindachandra of the
Gahadavala dynasty (circle 1114-55). All of these are now deposited in the Indian
Museum.

The carved bricks, no doubt used for decorating buildings, portray human and
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animal figures, faces of demons (kirttimukha), circular discs with floral designs,
etc.

The collection of pottery includes earthen jars with mica-dust adhering to their
surface, decorated with animal and flora designs and furnished with short spouts.

A small heap of burnt rice is reminiscent of the fire from which Nalanda suf-
fered probably more than once.

End of Nalanda : Buddhism was already on the decline when Hiuen Tsang
visited the place. Nalanda stone inscriptions, discovered in 1863, refers to the elev-
enth year of Mahipala I. This Inscription also refers to the destruction of Nalanda
by fire and its subsequent restoration. It is said that Mohammad Bakhtiar Kilji de-
stroyed Nalanda and the monks were either killed or had fled. The great collection
of works the result of centuries of scholastic studies-and manuscripts were burnt or
destroyed. According to a Tibetan source, there was a sort of revival after the raid
of the Turks and a temple was reerected at ‘Nalanda. Fire was set to the Buddhist
temple and the great conflagration that followed destroyed Ratnodahi, one of the
libraries of Nalanda. Much of the tradition of Nalanda had been carried into Tibet
by the time of the Muslim invasions of the twelfth century. In 1235 the Tibetan
pilgrim ‘Chag Lotsawa’ found a ninety-year-old teacher, ‘Rahula Shribhadra’,
with a class of seventy students. Rahula Shribhadra managed to survive through
the support of a local Brahmin and did not leave until he had completed educating
his last Tibetan student.

This site of present Nalanda was identified only sixty one years ago. Since a
very long period, Nalandist wanted to re-build Nalanda University. Recently a young
man Sri Gopal Jee came forward with the challenge to build the Nalanda University
from the ruins of present. The foundation bricks were laid by Lal Singh Tyagi, an
old freedom fighter, one time Panchayat minister in the Govt. of Bihar, presently
president of All India Panchayat Parishad, a sincere social worker, known for his
dignity integrity and popularity, amids the chanting of Vedic Mantras, sounding of
Panchajanaya and bitting of drums.

References :
The Author herself visited Nalanda in the year 2011, she studied and photographed the
Monuments.
C. Shivramamurti; The Art of India, New York 1977. p.448-449.
Nalanda Guide Book.
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Office of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India,

Jaipur, 1986, p. 4
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ST DT BRI, TR ARDBR, SR, 19857, 6

5 Chandramani Singh; Textiles and Costumes from the Maharaja Sawai Man singh-II Museum,

Jaipur.

6 ST ¥3Td; TOReI, ORI U4 HeaUael &1 BUTs Hell &1 Faefvl, I3 feel], 19957,
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