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Editor Writes

November, 2022
Dear Friends,

I am glad to inform you that Atishay Kalit is publishing its 2°d U.G.C. Care listed Journal
LOTUS—(July-December, 2022) with all enthusiasm.

Thanks to you all for your support and trust in this esteemed journal. It is also great to see how
our research community has built up and expanded.

As Atishay Kalit is committed to provide an equal platform to all scholars established in academia.

Before accepting the research papers for publishing they have gone through rigorous editors,
reviewers and subject expert screening process, whereas struggling upcoming scholars are also
identified and space and leniency is given to them to get their work published. But that does not mean
that the guidelines of publication has been modified or changed. We still follow the strict publication
and plagiarism check and all guidelines before publishing and accepting all manuscripts.

For upcoming article submission, guidelines and publication of previous issues please see and
follow the journal’s website

https://www.atishaykalit.in

Most important is that reference, bibliography style MLLA, APA and Chicago’s style must be
followed.

I hope the scholars would be highly benefited from this LOTUS issue.

Our forthcoming issue will be ROSE (January-June, 2023). With Best Wishes for a VERY
HAPPY NEW YEAR, 2023.

—Dr. Rita Pratap
(Editor)
Atishay Kalit
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Homemaker vs working women, which one is better?

Abstract

21st century, where technology has evolved and many changes in the social fabric, the century-
old question of whether women should go out and stretch their wings or stay at home and play their
role as defined by the cultural texts to be an ideal homemaker is still unanswered. This paper is trying
to see the question and the different aspects of this. The difference between being a homemaker and
a working woman. Both roles have pros and cons and come with their daily struggles. This paper
discusses the most demanding unpaid work policy and its current status. The article also explores
different tasks and the gruelling hours a house women spend compared to her male counterpart.
What are the areas where women are more stretched among the household chores? As humankind,
all of us are doing different tasks, earning money to buy materialist things, and the ultimate goal is that
it will bring happiness to us. So the ultimate satisfaction goal is achieved by working women, a
housewife, or both? The multitasking experts, i.e. women, can she handle it all and is a superwoman
definition lives the life of their dreams? Women have been labelled based on being a homemaker or
working. Homemakers are marked as old-fashioned in their thoughts and taken for granted by everyone.
She is available to cater to all members’ needs 24*7, 365 days a. However, the working women are
applauded by taunting for thinking of sharing their careers in front of the family. If we employ a
person, we expect them to be punctual, good at work and not hamper our work by citing personal
issues. Will that not be the same expectation from the employer hiring a woman from our house?
Sometimes women have to make the tough decision of choosing to go to work compared to tend for
a family member. The family should support her doing such critical phases and not penalize her by
tampering with her image. This paper highlights all these points on choosing between a homemaker
and a working woman. With the qualitative analysis done through this paper, it was clear that irrespective
of which roles she picked, she should be given the freedom to choose it. Factors like country, family
economics, status, education level, etc., influence decisions.

Introduction

The term housewife was coined around 1500, meaning wife/woman of the house. The housewife
was the title to the married woman responsible for caring for the house and its members’ needs. If
we go back in history, when humans were hunter-gatherers, it made sense that one gender went out
and did the risky work of hunting animals while females stayed home to accompany the children.
While waiting back, she also contributed by gathering edible herbal food like roots, fruits and other
requirements. During this time, the female partner taught her kids the essential life skills to sustain
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themselves. The division of roles at that time was justified and to the benefit of the human race.
Slowly as the human race started developing and getting equipped with new technologies, the scenario
changed. Women did not start going out of their houses for work in large numbers till the 20th
century. However, they still accompanied her husband on farms and husbandry-related work. These
tasks were in addition to her responsibilities of running a home by cooking, cleaning, washing, child
care etc. Women working or assisting their male counterparts in their farms or businesses were not
considered employed and were not paid separately.

With World War I and II outbreak, more men were busy in military roles, creating a gap for the
industrial parts. The women’s workforce filled this gap. Most non-married women and approximately
50% of married women started working outside the home. The industrial revolution also helped to
create more roles for women to cater to. The housewife status was enjoyed by upper and middle-
class women only. The lower-class woman has to go out and work to improve the family’s financial
position. During the 19™ century, women worked in factories and even a few occupations in the
military and were employed for low-salary income of childcare, cooking and home care in other
houses. However, there was a vast preference from the employer towards the jobs that women
could or were allowed to take. Apart from the physical difficulty of the job underhand, the lack of
proper education for the female population was the reason for reserving few high-paid appointments
in the male bucket.[1] Renowned universities like Cambridge University also took time to offer
degree courses to women as late as 1947,

This trend slowly started improving in the developed countries and metro cities where single
wages were insufficient to live a comfortable life. Women working before marriage were a widely
accepted norm. However, the percentage of women dropping out of the workforce after marriage or
childbirth was substantial due to social/ family pressure or the higher cost of childcare services. Not
to leave the emotional components like separation anxiety and maternal guilt, most women either quit
their jobs or postpone their return to work to a later point in life, like when the child is grown up to
take care of themselves. With the support from the government and women’s welfare committees,
the laws are slowly yet changing to accommodate the need of working women. But there is
considerable work to be done in providing a safe working environment, policies which enable handling
child care along with the job, equal wages and equal opportunities concerning male counterparts.

Women had fought the battle to get educated and a job of their choice. This is no longer a battle
for most women in metro cities. With more families accepting girl child education and career as
pride, the struggle is becoming much more accessible than in the 20™ century. With the career come
challenges, and per Thomson Reuters [3] poll, the top five challenges faced by today’s women are
gender pay discrimination, workplace sexual harassment, work-life balance, career vs child care and
career opportunities available to them. Per the poll, less than 30% of women in countries like Japan,
Germany and Britain think they can have a family without damaging their careers. In most of the
world, women below age 30 are more optimistic about their careers and growth than those above 30
when they are starting a family. In traditional cultures, working women are judged as not-so-good
wives and mothers, as it is presumed that they cannot give enough time and support for family
bonding, child upbringing and healthy meal preparation, to name a few. Indeed, the trend is changing
with more women entering the working sector. Now males and families staying in metros or cities
prefer working wives to have a better quality of life with the affordability of the new standard of
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living. But the expectation remained the same to be an ideal wife and take into additional responsibility
of earning money. Balanced was never struck, which led to early dropout of women, and mental and
physical stress was caused as a result of trying to be a superwoman fulfilling family needs.

Being said so, can a woman stay a happy, fulfilling life if she opts to be a homemaker or
working woman for her life? The growing trend of working women and technological support in
house chores make homemakers undervalued in current societies. They are considered as additional
overhead for the earning male. The unpaid labour like cleaning, cooking, child care, laundry, groceries,
and budgeting are all taken for granted. If we employ a domestic helper for this work, it will be paid,
but now these services are coming free of cost and add to the savings. Families and societies at large
do not understand this simple equation. Being a housewife is considered small; it is assumed that she
does daily housework for 2-3 hours and then spends the rest of her time watching daily soaps or
gossiping with neighbours. But in fact, she does more hours of work than regular working women,
and homemaker handles tedious tasks from a physical perspective, like keeping the house clean of
dust and keeping things in their place, knowing that the next day will again be the same lousy state.
So motivating oneself every day to keep doing tasks which are non-valued by family members,
physically draining and dull, is not easy, but unfortunately, it is taken for granted by other women as
well. Working women are confident and independent due to their financial freedom; however,
housewives have lower confidence due to a lack of recognition and appreciation from family members
and are more dependent on their male counterparts due to economic dependency. This trend is
slowly changing through an advert on the internet, especially social media and other avenues through
which women can now run businesses from the comfort of their houses, following their passion, etc.
Also, opportunities like part-time employment, Online / work-from-home opportunities, and freelancing
jobs are a few. Such options can help women to strike a balance between their aspirations and
responsibility.

How the Covid-19 Pandemic hit Housewives and working Women

As the pandemic hit the world with offices and educational institutes closed, restrictions on the
movement of people mainly constricted them to the home and lack of domestic workers, the majorly
hit segment as women. May it be working women or housewives. The unpaid tasks for women had
increased during the pandemic, like cleaning the veggies and outside-bought items, sanitization, keeping
an eye on the kids and their change in their hygiene routine etc. As per OECD stats[4], an average
of 351.9min/day is spent by women on unpaid work as compared to 51.8min/day spent by men. Also,
it was noted that married women spent more time on unpaid labour than unmarried females. Before
the pandemic, the working women class used the services of domestic help to flow through everyday
demands smoothly, but during the pandemic, with lockdowns, the domestic help was stopped, and the
significant burden of that fell on the shoulders of women, irrespective of whether working or housewive.
Another severely affected aspect was the delicate boundary between professional and personal life,
which had diminished with starting work-from-home culture. Both parties, i.e. employer and family
members’ expectations, were not compromised; instead increased with work from home setup.
Employers started expecting more availability of the employees as they saw a reduction in travel
time. It was a meeting scheduled outside of regular office time, and availability was expected to be
100%. At the same time, as women were at home, family members expected much better services
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in terms of more recipes for breakfast/lunch/dinner, a cleaner home, sanitization of the house, etc.
Never to mention, it became the whole and sole responsibility of the female population. This has
resulted in increased stress levels in women not to be surprised that more women thought about
leaving their job to handle the situation. As there were lockdowns and situations tense, the cases of
women abuse have also increased. There was no way to let out the emotions and stress of males
venting out with socializing and other activities earlier. Now confined in between four walls, the only
source of the vent out as women. UN —Women report had referred to this situation as a ‘double
pandemic’ or ‘shadow pandemic.’[5] There has been a 47.2% increase in domestic violence complaints
in India. Also published by Forbes[6], women experiencing stress due to the pandemic were more
prone to hypertension. The study by Drexel University showed that the chances of developing coronary
heart diseases are more in women facing challenges in work, social and life situations. As per a
report from CNBC [7], 1 in every four women is considering leaving or taking slower growth in their
careers after the covid-19 pandemic as the increased demand for caregiving fell on women’s shoulders
due to the onset of the pandemic. Also, women feel twice guilty or negatively about their performance
due to these dual roles as males and homemakers. Though the advancement of technology has
bought machines (washing, vacuum cleaner, dishwashers etc.) to help women, they are still not
100% automated and will need some attention to operate them by women. Mothers are spending 20
Hrs per week on childcare which is as good as a part-time job. As a result, working women doing
double shifts (home and career) earlier are now more worn out. Stay-at-home mothers are not an
exception to this scenario either.

Happiness Index

Per Wikipedia [8], SWB (subjective well-being) is a self-reported measure of well-being.
SWB encompasses moods and emotions and evaluations of one’s satisfaction with general and
specific areas of one’s life. So SWB is one definition of happiness. So let’s explore this area about
women and whether work status affects the SWB.

The studies and researchers claim that there has been a radical increase in women’s growth in
societies worldwide. So does it impact their happiness quotient proportionally? Are working women
happier than the ones in housewifery? In the last decade, there has been an increase in women’s
empowerment, the legal laws supporting women, the entry of women into leadership roles, and the
help of technology in automating domestic tasks to an extent, but these have helped women to
become happier. The answer is a BIG NO. Women happiness has declined, relatively and absolutely,
over the past decade compared to men, who stayed more or less stable. Surprising, isn’t it? Multiple
factors are resulting in this situation:

(1) Change in point of reference/comparison base: When housewives were the tradition,
women were ingrained with roles and responsibilities based on gender. House and child care always
fell in the lap of women. There was no argument on that. Similarly, women were tuned to their
expectations from them based on gender. They tend to compare themselves with fellow women next
door. So the standard she was trying to reach was limited. Now with women aiming at equal status
as men in society, their comparison circle has increased, now to include men as well, and the definition
of happiness has also changed. Women cannot imagine their life without family, home and children;
however, in the race to compete and give an equal fight to men in office, she has to spend tremendous
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effort, which is draining her. Success is not directly related to happiness. Also, the study shows that
women get frustrated doing the housework while men take these chores as another opportunity to
show their skills. Helping men is seen as a more caring husband who shares his spouse’s workload.
However, women do not get any such appreciation for doing housework. Money/success is not the
sole measure of happiness; it also includes relationships, physical health and mental well-being.
Mental well-being is the major factor contributing to happiness. Whether a housewife or working,
women are more drained out due to the self-comparison they keep doing with fellow women, people
on social media, male colleagues or friends from the office.

In summary, be your role model rather than comparing yourself with people with different
circumstances or situations. For example, an apple and an orange are not the same. Instead, make
fair, favourable, healthy comparisons for the growth of self and people.

(2) Life balance: The women over the centuries have tried to depict superwomen who have
ten hands and are available physically and mentally to address everybody’s needs. As a housewife,
she tries to do the physical work of keeping the home in order, being available for the children’s
growth, and being a good wife and daughter-in-law. Juggling through these tasks over and over
without a word of appreciation needs much inner strength. As people went out their emotional
outbursts on her to show that she was not available to satisfy them, they threw her into a dark cave
of guilt and lower self-esteem. Women need to understand and accept that “Happy women only can
make a happy home,” They should not feel guilty or selfish for putting their well-being before any
other member of the house. She needs to learn the art of negotiation and come out of the traditional
way of doing things to make smarter choices. When coming to working women with children, they
always have an invisible emotional burden that they are selfish and are choosing their career over the
family. Society and family members play a critical role in feeding this demon into her. At work, she
thinks about the beautiful time she is missing with her child, while at home, she thinks about her
aspiration and the goals she can reach. We must remember that everything has a price to be paid, so
whether homemakers or working careers, various factors and preferences should be thought out
clearly, and we set realistic expectations concerning family and career. Learn to say No when
needed in professional and family life and strike a proper balance with self-care as a top priority. So
high expectations and aspirations are also contributing to the rising trend of unhappiness among
women.

(3) Variance across age and type of employment : As per the research paper MPRAJ 10],
it was observed that the happiness or SWB was not many variants among working women or
housewives from higher and lower economic groups. However, in the middle-income group, they
were able to see the relation between happiness and work status. House wife were less happy than
working women. Been said, working women were also not far glad too. The best combination was
happy among homemakers, full-time working, part-time working, and self-employed women were
self-employed women who were entrepreneurs and had the luxury of deciding the working hours
time. These factors were flexible to cater to the need of the house and family. This option gave
women independence and confidence at the same time, balanced the never-ending flow of housework.
However, even self-employment comes at a cost, like being less/ realistic, ambitious, effective in the
delegation, asking for help and ready to slow down her profession to cater to the immediate family’s
needs and resume after that. The age factor also had an impact on the happiness of women. Girls
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below 25 like to work, giving them financial independence and freedom. In contrast, happiness
decreases as the woman gets married and has children, irrespective of being a housewife or a
working wife. This can be due to the change in their marital status and with which comes the
additional responsibilities of running a house and child-rearing. Finally, with age above 40, reality
strikes, and women start sorting themselves out and getting happier as they age with realistic
expectations of themselves and acknowledging the need for self-care. So, whether being a housewife
or working should be a choice given to women with the flexibility to switch as she finds ups and
downs in their life. After all, life is all about the choices we make along the way.

(4) Family or societal pressure : In most rural areas or developing countries, the girl child is
considered a burden, and the whole purpose of the parents is to get her married off. Society thinks
the new bride will offload the housework, which the bridegroom’s mother has been doing so far.
Women are seen as a means of just doing household work, child-rearing, and caring for the elderly.
Working women’s ideology and aspirations are a low priority in such a social setup. Moreover, if the
girl is educated and working before marriage, she is forced to leave the job after the wedding. In
such arrangements, girls opting for homemaker are preferred only to working partners. However,
the situation is different in metro cities and developed nations where the cost of living is higher and to
live a comfortable life; two earnings are needed. Men prefer working partners in such a setup. Also,
as the wife works, she understands work pressures and commitments. So harmony is struck when
both of them are working. However, this situation changes after childbirth, when the child’s
responsibility comes on the woman’s shoulder to a more significant extent. Women either slow their
career growth or drop out to care for their children. If the woman has a decisive say in such decisions,
she might accept it; however, when her aspiration and responsibility conflict, she breaks apart. Obviously,
as the build-up of woman, she will choose responsibility above aspiration by sacrificing her career,
but this kills her from the inside. This is the time women need to look out for other avenues to balance
both sides of family and aspiration. Avenues like self-employment, pursuing higher studies or passion;
in short, she needs to upgrade herself and engage in positive activities for her mental well-being. It is
also reported that active women who care for their physical and mental health are much happier and
more optimistic about their life, irrespective of their working status.

Should unpaid work be paid?

As defined in the International Classification of Activities for Time-Use Statistics[12], Unpaid
care work consists of three categories of classification:

e Providing unpaid domestic services for own final use within households;
e Providing unpaid caregiving services to household members
e Providing community services and help to other households

Unpaid work includes cleaning, cooking, keeping the home in order, caregiving to children and
elders and volunteering. Though unpaid domestic work is the most undervalued in every part of the
world but is the most important thing to be in place so that men can go to work with peace of mind
and children and the elderly can be taken care of. Most of these tasks have fallen on the homemaker’s
shoulder for centuries. However, on the other hand, if you employ a worker to do all these daily
chores, you sure will give handsome money to the domestic helpers. With paid leaves, uninformed
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leaves and regular pay raise discussions. As per The Diplomat [11], in the age group of 15-59, only
21.8% of Indian women are in paid work compared to 70.9% of men. However, when actual work
is reached, i.¢. unpaid+paid work, the women lead the race by contributing 85% to 73% of men. In
India, unpaid women’s labour accounts for 40% of the current GDP.

As per the [11], the time spent daily on paid and unpaid work in India can be represented below
in rural and urban areas.

Paid and Unpaid Work In India
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As per the below chart [12], it is clear that in the entire world, there is not a single country
where men’s and women’s share of unpaid work is equally distributed. However, countries like
Denmark, Norway and Sweden are closer to reaching the equilibrium. However, developing countries
like India, Pakistan and Cambodia are worst in terms of the balance in unpaid work, where women
share above 90% of the load and hence can be seen less participation in the paid workforce.
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The distribution of the workload, either unpaid or paid, among women is mainly influenced by
various factors like whether they are educated, family income slab, age of the women, country of
residence, whether they stay in a rural or urban area, marital status and whether they have children
and their age group are few of them to list.
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From January to December 2019, National Statistical Office (NSO) conducted time use survey
(TUS) to collect data about time spent by men and women in unpaid and paid activities in India[13].
The data prominent in the survey was the disparity between the hrs spent on unpaid domestic/
caregiving services between men and women. Men spent a meagre of 2.5% of their time compared
to 19.5% of time spent by a female on unpaid domestic and caregiving for household members.

Share of time spent in a day
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The Time use data on age groups of women and men in the domestic and caregiving services
for household members it is observed that women of all age groups spend the maximum chunk of
their time on domestic work like cleaning, cooking, laundry etc., compared to men. The never-ending
task pools make time starvation the main issue for homemakers. Most women spend their entire life
doing it, even neglecting their physical and mental well-being. Whether recorded or not, homemaker
efforts help in any country’s economic growth and well-being. However, due to spending so much
effort in unpaid labour, females are deprived of time and energy for alternative income, so they opt
for part-time or low-end jobs that are less demanding. So this is the apparent killing of the education
and skills of any woman who could do wonders, provided she has the time and energy needed for
that.

Domestic and caregiving services based on age
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The International Wages for Housework Campaign (IWFHC) [16], started in 1972 by Selma
James in [taly, was the starting point where the voice was raised toward unpaid housework especially
care work. In the third National Women’s Liberation Conference in Manchester, England, she
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demanded wages for housework. There are different rulings passed by law supporting the
compensation for the unpaid work done daily by the women of the house. January 2021 ruling by the
Supreme Court of India to the insurance company to pay higher compensation for the woman who
was a homemaker and died with her spouse in an accident. The court had passed the ruling to
provide notion income to homemakers. “The issue of fixing notional income for a homemaker,
therefore, serves essential functions. First, it recognizes the multitude of women engaged in
this activity, whether by choice or social/cultural norms. Second, it signals to society that the
law and the Courts of the land believe in the value of the labour, services and sacrifices of
homemakers. Third, it is an acceptance of the idea that these activities contribute in an authentic
way to the family s economic condition and the nations economy, even though it may have
been traditionally excluded from economic analyses. It is a reflection of changing attitudes
and mindsets and of our international law obligations. And, most importantly, it is a step
towards the constitutional vision of social equality and ensuring the dignity of life to all
individuals.”

Another sensational ruling was given by the Beijing divorce court, which ordered the husband
to pay 50,000 yuan and monthly alimony of 2,000 yuan. 50,000 yuan was to compensate for her
domestic work during their five years of marriage. Even payment of wages or other benefits is listed
to woo female voters in India. Another example in this context is [15] homemakers in Venezuela get
$180/month, which is 80% of the minimum wage (approximately $180 per month) since 2006. Positive
or negative, there is some movement toward homemakers getting financial support. Paying wages
will definitely increase the dignity of housewifery, but it brings other unexplored issues. By fixing
wages for the homemaker profession, are we sowing the seeds of limiting women to house
permanently? All the centuries of hard work on changing society’s stereotypical thinking and enabling
education, job opportunity and liberty for females will go in vain. Another major hurdle in fixing the
wages for unpaid domestic labour is the correct way to measure and monetize domestic work and
caregiving services for household members.

Challenges in Measuring unpaid Work [14]

(1) Reference for setting unpaid work wages : Many socio-economists are divided on
whether we can set value for the emotional component involved in care and children’s upbringing
services by homemakers. If we can ignore that part and enable the financial support if we try to set
wages at a high level, there are two ways of doing it. One way is to see the market value of similar
services when maids are employed for such services as cooking, washing utensils etc. and fix the
same amount to homemakers. The second way is to set the wages based on the opportunity cost of
the service at that time based on time spent on the task.

(2) Identify what counts as work : When rural women accompany their spouse to share the
agricultural activities like harvesting, watering etc., along with their homework, it all is enveloped as
women’s work or the responsibility of an ideal wife. However, the challenge now is that women are
born multi-taskers who can take care of a child along with cooking. So it becomes difficult to calculate
the exact amount of time spent on each task separately, whether unproductive (for self-consumption)
or productive (agricultural charges which indirectly fetch revenue.)

(3) Who pays the wages? : This is the big question which was never explored or looked
upon. The earlier notion was that as the services were for keeping up the home, the homeowner
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should be liable to pay these wages. However, this triggered the discussion of whether we are
making homemakers slaves in the hands of the house owner? So the second option is that states/
governments, along with the Ministry of Women and Child Development, should develop policies to
support the 24*7, 365 days churning women by providing monetary compensation policies. Even if
they enable schemes to improve water supply, sanitation, better transport systems (a lot of hrs will be
saved for rural women who spend lengthy hrs to fetch water from far away sources), better maternity
and childcare infrastructure and policies to enable women to work without any worry even after
childbirth will help take the first step towards giving justice to the enormous amount of unaccounted
labour done by women silently.

Fertility Impact

The fertility rate means the number of children a woman has. This rate is slowly decreasing as
more females enter the workforce. As women are getting educated, they are taking time to build
their careers before getting married. As a result, their marriage age is increasing. In the decision to
balance their job and the pleasure of motherhood, women are taking into consideration a lot of
factors like the amount of money needed for childcare, education and other financial needs to run a
household in urban areas; women are opting for less number of children. Though it is advantageous
in most cases as this decision allows her to have healthier babies, and she can afford a good education
and life for the child as well.

Working Women and her Side of the Story

Children are the most amazing gift in the life of any parent. However, with the coming of a
newborn puts working women in a dilemma. She gets crushed between her maternal guilt, separation
anxiety and returning to her work. There are policies which support maternity leave from 3 weeks to
6 months based on different countries. But after that period, it’s a daily struggle for her to manage
work responsibilities, child care and house chores. If we see the latest trend, girls are fairing far
better in academics, sports and all areas of life; however, the same growth is not seen when they get
married and then when they become a mother. [s she pushed to slow down her career and, in some
cases, leave the workforce due to a lack of support system from family as well as the system, either
it is employer or government?

As per Forbes[17], only 20% of women hold board member positions in a company. Does that
mean women are incapable of handling leadership positions? Definitely not; then, how can we explain
this scenario? The top one stands as overwhelming responsibilities and expectations from women.
She has to juggle her workplace expectations and run the household chores. This sometimes
overwhelms women. The double shift increases when a newborn enters a married couple’s life. The
existing childcare facilities like daycares services, nanny etc., is not up to mark to give a mother a
carefree life. Even during the pandemic, when daycares are shut, the terror of the unseen virus has
pushed more women to leave their careers. With no to 1 week of paternity leave policies in most
countries, infant care falls on women’s shoulders. Been said that government or employer policies
are not yet so supportive. The maternity leave, in most cases, is not sufficient enough to enable the
newborn baby and the mother a bonding time or enough recovery period for the new mom. It’s a new
life, and new challenges keep popping up like a sick baby; hard time getting up in the new routine with
sleep deprivation. By the time she gets a little adjusted or equipped to handle the new member, it will
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be time for her to return to her job. Then the real struggle starts, though she is physically at work but
mentally at home. So the guilt of separation and losing the beautiful moment of the baby growing puts
a lot of emotional toll on the mother. A lot of women take backstage at this point in their careers.
Some might take a short break in their career to accept the child planning to return once the baby is
old enough to go to school. However, in most cases returning to work is not as easy as said. They
need to upgrade their skills to meet the current market needs. Even if they return to the same old
company for employment, she might lag behind her colleagues as they might have climbed the ladder
during her absent years. She needs to be very clear and emotionally strong to understand this and
accept it while doing her best from where she is. Most women start feeling low due to comparison
with their previous colleagues. Nowadays, most MNCs have return-to-work policies after a break of
3-4 years. Even diversity is a number that an MNC is trying to maintain. Companies like Facebook
are providing facilities to freeze their eggs to delay their motherhood to a point when they succeed in
their careers. Though these are positive, encouraging steps from the employer, women need to
understand the dynamics of their family life and decide to take a job that they can manage without
overburdening themselves.

Ask for help from colleagues and family members to balance this dual role is a good-to-have
attitude rather than feeling guilty or trying to be superwoman at the expense of her physical and
mental health. In some cases, a woman who is not interested in a career still has to continue working
to support the family, depending on her income. If the lady is aspiring to be independent, using her
education to make better societies or prove herself in the job that she loves also motivates her to
manage the dual role. So it is highly advised that before quitting a job, women and families should
assess the financial impact of this decision in the long run. There are a lot of successful women in the
world, like Pepsi ex-CEO Indra Nooyi or Kamala Harris, vice president of the USA, to name a few.
Indeed, they also had to make difficult choices regarding career growth versus family. Based on the
priority, the call must be taken strongly and clearly each day. Women in India are called Shakti,
meaning power, so she has all that is needed to conquer the world till she listens to her heart and does
her responsibilities duly without getting trembled by guilt induced by self, social and cultural pressures.

The second major reason why women plan to quit is the wide salary gap between genders.
They do not find the pay or career opportunity satisfying compared to their male colleagues. The
amount they spend hiring services to take care of family and house like maids, nannies or daycare
versus the growth she gets in her career is not justifying for her. So in cases where families can
afford single salaries would like to quit and look for opportunities like low pay jobs, part-time jobs,
work-from-home jobs or pursue their passion and turn it into business. In choosing these alternatives,
sometimes they compromise on their calibre and aspiration. With this choice, she can spend more
time and be there with her family and still be financially independent with a little compromise on the
choice of work. According to payscale [18], the opportunity gaps widen as the position increases
between men and women. So they start at the same pace at the initial steps; however, women’s
climbing gets slower as they are above 30 years when most women start motherhood.

The third factor is workplace harassment, including sexual advances. As more and more
women enter the workforce, gender discrimination is also rising. CareerBuilder [19] survey suggests
that 72% of sexual harassment experiences are not reported by the victims for fear of repercussions
like defamation, loss of job or degradation, to name a few. 28% of cases were where the accuser
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was their boss. After the #MeToo movement, more women are reporting the incidents, but still, there
is a long way to go. Companies are also forming sexual harassment committees where women can
report cases with the guarantee of action with privacy and anonymity. Does this issue been faced
only by working women? This can be the case even in the homemaker case. The perpetrator might
be someone she knows, like a family friend, relative, or neighbour.

So whatever the reason for quitting the job, women must be clear about their core values. She
needs to be clear on the inner fire within her. Does she find happiness in working or being a
homemaker? The decision to quit the job for family pressure or lack of a support system might seem
challenging. Also, the lady will never be able to feel confident and happy inside if working was her
source of happiness. Only happy women can make a happy family, not a woman who thinks suppressed
her desire. So if going to a full-time job is not feasible, there are options like part-time opportunities,
work-from-home jobs and starting their own business based on their passion. She has to do real soul-
searching to understand her real spark. The ways will eventually open up as she keeps moving
toward her desire.

Conclusion

Women are gifted creatures who can bring new life into this world. However, this gift has left
women in splits. She is facing the tough decision of whether to be an independent working woman or
be the backbone of her family. The choice is difficult when she is faced with the emotional guilt of
missing her family while away at work or low self-esteem when had to stay at home, crushing her
aspiration to use her skill and be financially supportive. While working women struggle with the guilt
of not taking care of the child for the time she is in office, she tries to compensate for that with the
undue pampering of the kid. She needs to put things straight by understanding that she has been
working, respecting her aspirations, and like others, she also has a single life. She makes sacrifices
when needed, but this should be left as a choice for her to decide and not be forced on her by society
and family. Homemakers are time deprived and physically drained doing the monotonous, no-daily
appreciation work, while women struggle to prove themselves as a superwoman who can do it all.
Homemakers indirectly support the country’s economy; however, their mountainous work remains
unpaid or unaccounted for. Though many movements and meagre improvements are seen in some
odd cases, the housewife has a long journey before they get dignity in their work. While homemakers
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struggle with financial dependency, the working wife juggles double shifts, time deprivation, maternal
guilt, and discrimination at the office in terms of opportunities, sexual harassment, and uneven wages
compared to their male colleagues. As said correctly, the grass is greener; on the other hand,
homemakers and working women have advantages and disadvantages. Many socio-economic factors
might surround her; however, freedom of choice should be given to her. After all, it’s about the
happiness of the women and the family at large. Employers and government can come up with
women-supporting policies and facilities that help them make intelligent decisions and do flexible
enough to support their careers, whether homemakers or working women. Opportunities like part-
time, working from home or becoming an entrepreneur should be the other options she should always
explore for financial independence. This paper concludes by saying that both roles have challenges
and returns; women should consider all rather than flowing with the notion/ trend set up in society.
Happiness and reality checks should be the main parameters to decide the best role that suits her.
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Gandhian Ideas for Public Policy Framing

Abstract

Formulation of public policies has become an integral part of the functioning of the governments
of modern states, especially democracies, as they professedly are welfare states. Since the advent
of modernity the Enlightenment notion that people’s problems could be solved through the application
of human knowledge has led to the intervention of the state in all spheres of human life. This has led
to an increase of the role of public policy in a modern welfare state. It also paved the way for the
academic study of issues of public policies within the discipline of political science and public
administration. Here we shall discuss three of Gandhiji’s seminal ideas — Sarvodaya, Trusteeship and
Nai Talim — that can form the basis for the formulation of public policy.

Sarvodaya

As we have stated above, over the last 200 years role of the state has expanded considerably.
It has evolved as a welfare state where it is involved in the larger well-being of its citizens. One of
the most challenging tasks in the public policy domain is to allocate available resources among competing
demands. Most of the political philosophies, which influence the policymaking process tend to favour
one section or another of the society in resource allocation. Even Utilitarianism, which advocates the
maximum good of the maximum number, may lead to great misery for the minority. Gandhiji opposed
utilitarianism because sometimes it creates a tyranny of the majority!. Gandhian philosophy favours
the idea of Sarvodaya, where everyone needs to be accommodated. Sarvodaya is the name Gandhiji
gives to the new society embracing the betterment of the entire humankind and the world at large.
His Sarvodaya ideal, apart from standing for the meaning of the welfare of all, implies the importance
of universal welfare and integrated development of all. The natural and available resources of the
world are to be for the total well-being of all. It is a society directed towards the integral welfare of
all living beings based on age-old spiritual and moral values of the people.

If the community is an organic structure and if all the individual members of it are bearers of
moral and cultural values, then there is no place for jeopardizing the lives and interests of even the
lowest and the humblest. According to Sarvodaya, the concept of majoritarianism must be replaced
by the idea of consensus.? Sarvodaya is not satisfied with the various safeguards of proportional
representation that have been devised to protect the interests of the minority. It adheres, rather, to the
Gandhian concept that the superficial numerical criteria of many and few must be replaced by a
fundamental adherence to the good of the entire community. For policy framing, Gandhiji gave a
Talisman- “Whenever you are in doubt in decision making, apply the following test- Recall the face
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of the poorest and weakest person whom you have seen and ask yourself if the step you contemplate
is going to be any use to him/her.” In modern policymaking, the ideal to go down to the base of the
pyramid is nothing but the manifestation of the Gandhian Talisman.

The additional problem that modern societies have been grappling with is environmental
degradation, which is posing a severe challenge to policy framing in the 215t century. Gandhiji
foresighted it way back in the first decade of the 20™ century and famously said that “the earth
provides enough to satisfy every man’s need but not every man’s greed.” His stress on preserving
our ecosystem through rational consumption is another inspiring guideline for policymaking.

Trusteeship

The doctrine of trusteeship has an equal if a not more vital contribution to make in dealing with
environmental problems, especially protecting natural resources which belong to no one. This is
known as the tragedy of the commons.> Gandhiji’s answer would be that Dharma, or the pursuit of
virtue, will show a way out. The Nobel laureate Elinor Ostrom makes a similar case when she argues
that ‘Norms” embraced by communities can many times ensure that the tragedy of the commons
does not occur.® ‘Norms’, as adopted not only by individuals but collectively subscribed to by groups
of individuals, like the inmates of Gandhiji’s ashrams, would have been welcomed by Gandhiji. The
oft-quoted free-rider problem, when one individual or a small group of individuals tries to escape the
costs borne by the community as a whole, is, in fact, solved because they do not want their identity as
good citizens and fair members of their communities to be assailed. Gandhiji’s trusteeship doctrine
could provide an impetus to inter-temporal environmental guidelines, which are guidelines needed
when we talk of protecting resources over long periods of time, sometimes even after the deaths of
the individuals involved. In other words, Gandhiji advises, “replace the owner with the trustee.” For
example, the behaviour of a trustee of a river, a lake or a well is different from the behaviour of an
owner of the same natural resource. After all, these resources at one stroke transcend the ownership
construct and are seen as being held in trust for future generations.

The idea of trusteeship starts with a simple argument. The Isavasya Upanishad says “All that
moves in the universe, is pervaded by the lord.”” If one accepts this proposition, that very idea that
wealth can belong to an individual, is an absurdity. The individual is at best a temporary trustee. The
trustee is encouraged to ‘take what you require for your legitimate needs’. Renunciation of the idea
of ownership and assumption of the mantle of trusteeship go hand in hand. And once this mantle has
been assumed, one may not take from the wealth presumably for one’s lavish self-indulgence.

Gandhiji always warned about the ill effects of wealth. His primary concern was the corrosive
moral impact that wealth can have on its possessors. While the act of pursuit of Artha is an honourable
one, it can easily degenerate. “The art of amassing riches becomes a degrading and despicable art if
it is not accompanied by the nobler art of how to spend wealth usefully.”® The Mahatma is acutely
conscious that the instrument can convert a virtuous person into a vicious one. Therefore, he was
against the inheritance of wealth. He believed that the practical consequences of reliance on inherited
wealth are many, such as: inadequate application to education, lack of independence, and succumbing
to idleness. Buried quietly along with these consequences is one that has effects not only on the
children of the wealthy, but also on society at large. He argued that Inheritance can ‘kill enterprise’.”

Trusteeship is a possible solution to the ill effects of inherited wealth causing ruination to the
inheritors, to the disastrous consequences that might occur with a socialist takeover as a reaction to
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the insensitivity of the rich, and to the equally disastrous consequences that would occur with a
fascist takeover as the rich react to threats against their persons and their wealth.

Nai Talim

Gandhiji’s prescription for wholesome human capital development was Nai Talim or New
Learning. Like Corelli Barnett, Gandhiji was opposed to an excessively theoretical and academic
system of education, which was the norm in British India. Gandhiji was committed to tinkering for
multiple reasons. Spinning on the charkha not only involved Montessori’s concern with motor skills
and enhanced learning but also contributed to the acquisition of the disciplines of silence and meditation.
Music and gardening were instrumental in the development of skills associated with modern expression
and teamwork. Gandhiji was a moralist. But he was also an empiricist. So even morality had to be
inculcated among the students in a practical manner. All these considerations and some more went
into the conceptualization and design of Nai Talim. Of Gandhiji’s many suggestions and plans, the
ones associated with Nai Talim or New Learning are perhaps the most important in contemporary
India.

Mahatma’s involvement in setting up and organising pioneering communities forced him to
take a formal interest in education. In Durban and in Johnsburg, he gathered many of his political
followers and they started living together in groups at Phoenix Settlement and at Tolstoy Farm.!©
Whole families came together to live in these places and with the families, came children who did not
have access to established schools. Instead of treating this matter as a minor issue, Gandhiji decided
to make education a central concern in his settlements. There arose an extraordinary opportunity for
Gandhiji to experiment. Gandhiji’s approach, though was different in that his focus was largely on
primary, pre-teens and early-teen education. Additionally, he viewed this education as part of the
overall experiment of community living, either in his ashram or in the idealized village of his imagination.
the idea of sending children far from their living quarters to a distant and distinct institution called a
school is something that seems to have never occurred to the Mahatma. The educational experiment,
like all his other activities, had to be tied up with the overreaching political objective of the Indian
National Freedom movement. Gandhiji and his Nai Taleem would be an authentically Indian offering.

The proposal recommends a course of seven years” compulsory basic education for boys and
girls from the age of seven to fourteen. The medium of instruction is to be a craft-like spinning
around which all subjects are taught. The everyday life of the child and the correlation of the craft,
the physical and social environment of the child afford points of coordination for all departments of
knowledge. Except for the reference to spinning, this could come out as a text by any Montessori
expert. The idea that a craft could be a medium of instruction is breathtakingly powerful, and any
education guru who misses that thought loses much. Kumarappa goes on to further on the idea of
Nai Taleem:

“There will be no effort to teach writing until the child has learnt drawing. Reading will be
taught first. After the age of twelve, the pupil may be allowed to choose a craft as a vocation . . .
when intellectual training comes first, we, in a way tie the hands and feet of the child and he becomes
impractical .......... Instruction without experience becomes a pure memory training exercise. It
does not develop any initiative or personality.”!!
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A simple content analysis of these quotations can be quite stimulating. There is a complete
sense of gender equality in the approach, not something that was very obvious or fashionable seventy-
five years ago. It is important to note that a twelve-year-old child is not forced but given the opportunity
to choose carpentry or smithy or weaving as a craft. The child is not forced to opt for something
where aptitude and liking are absent. There is a rejection of rote learning, and the dreaded prospects
of examinations are banished from the child’s mind.

Abandoning Nai Talim and opting for a heavily centralized, examination-oriented, rigid academic
system modelled almost exclusively along English boarding school lines has hurt Indian education,
and by extension the development of the Indian economy. Gandhiji’s approach can and perhaps
should be grafted onto other approaches to create a more conducive system for modern economic
activity, including the crucial discipline of design.

In contemporary policymaking, Human Capital Development is often discussed. The
development of human capital can also be learnt through Gandhiji. Mahatma’s political success
almost depended on his ability to create a dedicated cadre of disciplined and trained followers. It was
with this admittedly non-violent ‘human capital’ that he confronted the economic, military, and
administrative might of the British Empire, which was, as per the Hind Swaraj, inextricably linked
up with violence. In South Africa, Gandhiji was able to get persons from different regions of India
who belonged to different classes to volunteer to go to prison. This pattern continued in India, where
time and again, Gandhiji and his followers tested the physical capacities of the British jails. A crucial
lesson in disciplining his followers arose when Gandhiji dramatically called off his protests after a
violent mob incident in Chauri Chaura in the 1920s. As a result, in the later Salt Satyagraha of the
1930s, Gandhiji worked out a robustly non-violent movement even in the face of a brutal imperial
response. Gandhiji had succeeded in his education and training of the human capital represented by
his followers. While disciplined non-violence was his principal lesson to his political followers, the
charkha and Nai Talim were the Mahatma’s contributions to education and training with an eye on
the economics of human capital.
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A Study on Contribution of Gauripur Rajfamily
to the Cultural Development of Assam

Abstract

Gauripur is said to have been centre of Music Drama and Culture of Western Assam.
The Ruling dynasty of Gauripur Estate, has made splendid contributions to the development
of Music, Drama, fine Arts and indigenous culture of this region. Raja Prabhat Chandra
Barua was patron of learning, promoter of music, drama, arts, sports and culture. We have
plenty of informations of the contribution of ruling heirchy of Gauripur Raj Estate, especially
from the time of Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua.

Key Words: Dynasty, indigenous, promoter of music, Ruling heirchy, Raj estate.

Introduction

Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua, who was famous Jamindar of Gauripur Raj estate, was not
famous only for his administrative excellency but also for his contribution to the cultural development
of western Assam. He has made tremendous contribution to the development of Music, Drama,
Fine, Arts, Sports and indigenous Culture of Western Assam. His sons Pramathesh Barua is said to
be the pioneer of Hindi Cinema and Prakritesh Barua was a great hunter, his daughter Neharbala
Baua and Nilima Baruah, were two stars of the cultural World of Assam. Niharbala was great Artist
and Social worker who contributed remarkably to the growth and expansion of Deshi songs and
Dances and Nilima Barua is called Loka Silpi who made huge contribution to the development of
indigenous Handicrafts. His grand-daughter Pratima Pandey Baruah, who is better known as Hastir
Kainya, has made huge contribution to the cultural development of Assam, especially in the growth
and development of Goalpara Flok songs. Another grand-daughter, Parvati Barua was famous in
elephant catching and domesticating them. She was the first lady elephant hunter in Asia.

Methodology

The work is broadly based on the established norms of Historical research methodology. Primary
sources like Buranjis are used along with secondary sources wherever necessary. The sources have
been subjected to both external and internal criticism. The logic used in the analysis in both inductive
as well as deductive considering the relevance. Therefore an eclectic approaches has been maintain
to construct a comprehensive narrative on the topic. A study on contribution of Gauripur Rajfamily to
the Cultural Development of Assam.
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Objective of the Study

Research objectives describe concisely what the research is trying to achieve. They summarize
the accomplishments a researcher wishes to achieve through the project and provides direction to
the study:

Following are the Aims and Objective of the Study
1. To know about the contribution of Gauripur Rajfamily and their cultural phenomena.

2. To explore the administrative of Gauripur Zamindar’s and but also fine Arts, sports and
indigenous culture of western Assm.

3. To find out the difficulties faced by Gauripur Rajfamily during the period.

4. To explore the socio-economic and culture condition of Gauripur Rajfamily.

Note / Reflection from the Field

To explore these questions, queries and with generalized understanding, the investigator did
field work the techniques of semi structured interview schedule and focus group discussion. While
interacting with the people, the researcher got a different image and understanding on the Gauripur
Rajfamily, how they are interacting and contesting in the public sphere.

Prabhat Chandra Barua’s contributions to the Development of Music and Drama

Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua himself possessed multifarious qualities. He was a parton of
learning, promoter of music, drama, arts, sports and local culture and contributed a lot to the growth
of Goalpara Loka Geet. He himself was a reputed tablist and wrote a book on tabla called “Tarangani”.
He loved music from his core of heart for which he often arranged “Musical Night” in his Raj Hawli,
Attarokotta where reputed singers from different parts of India were invited. His musical programmes
were attended by the artists and ustads from Kashi, Kanpur and Delhi. He himself took part in such
programme with table. Artists like Suresh Chandra Barua, Lalit Mohan Ganguli etc were his associates.
He was patron of Deshi songs and encouraged the local geedals, i.e. singers of Loka Geet, to work
for its development.

Under his patronage the Deshi loka geet was popularized, Geedal Karitulla and Bayan Sk
were felicited by the Raja and all assistances were extended to them in their efforts to develop Deshi
culture. He even granted a plot of land to grand daughter, Pratima Pandey Barua who subsequently
climbed to the zenith of the reputation of Goalpara Loka Sangeet. During religions festivals Raja
Bahadur arranged some entertaining programmes for public recreation. Jatra parties were imported
from Bengal and staged their plays. Local artists were also provided opportunities to display their
talents for public recreation.

Prabhat Chandra had deep interest in drama and he provided his son Promathesh Chandra
Barua with favourable environment to become pioneer of the Indian cinema. He never forbade his
son. Pramathesh Barua from participlation in cinema which was not booked as a good job in the
contemporary period rather he encouraged his son to work in film in such a period of time when the
existing conservative society considered the involvement in cinema as an anti social work. Raja
encouraged the dramatists and artists of jatraparties and extended all possible help to them. Promathesh
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Barua started a drama “Fulshor” at Gauripur and his father Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua was the
music director of the play. He encouraged and assisted Brother Union Dramatic Club by providing
permanent stage and a drama hall. He event donated dressed and musical instrument to this club.

Pramathesh Baua and Indian Cinema

Pramathesh Barua was the elder son of Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua the famous zamindar of
Gauripur Raj Estate in Western Assam. He is said to be the pioneer of Indian cinema. Pramathesh
Barua was a man with multifarious human qualities. He was famous as a producer, director, actor,
photographer and writer. He was born in 1903 in the Barua family of Gauripur, a highly cultured
family of this region. From his childhood, Pramathesh Barua involved in drawing, Singing, Photographing
and hunting. He was deeply interested in music, drama and sports from his childhood. As a hunter he
killed 11 tigers in his career and numbe of ferocious animals. He was also a good tennis player. He
was entrusted with the responsibility of zamindar of the Estate by his father but he felt it a burden as
he preferred to enjoy a free life. His artistic mind always swung in the world of drama, film and
music.

Pramathesh Barua was elected twice as representative to Assam Legislative Assembly. He
was also a member of Senate of Calcutta University. But nothing could attract him more than the
film world. Indeed, Pramathesh Baua was a born artist who very cheerfully renounced the Royal
comfort, luxury and pride for the sake of art and culture, specially for the film world. His zeal to
cultural world made him an outstanding personality and became all time artist of Indian cultural
world.

Pramathesh Barua started his film career as the director under British Dominion film Company.
To acquire knowledge in film, he went to Paris to study film technology and worked there as Assistant
Cameraman. When he returned home he brought with him some important instruments of the film
from Paris. He founded his own Unit of Film production known as Barua Film Unit and began
production of film under his own direction and production. Under his own company he produced flim
like “Apparadhi” and “Ekada”. But his film Unit did not last long and he joined to the New Theatre
Limited. Here a series of heart touching film were produced under his direction, like, Ruplekha,
Devdas, and Grihadah, Flim Devdas was his famous creation, which made him superstar of Hindi
cinema. He played the tragetic role of Devdas and this film not only hit Box office but shook the
whole film industry. Pramathesh Barua as an Actor and Director reached to the zenith in the film
world and he popularly came to be known as Devdas Barua.

He was first Assamese who occupied so high status in Hindi cinema. None can deny the
contribution made by Pramathesh Barua to the evolution of Indian Cinema. He entered into filmdom
in such a period of time when the conservative Indian society considered the participation into cinema
as an act of anti social and anti ethical. Being the member of Royal family with having opportunity of
living a Luxury life, Pramathesh Barua opted for cultural life instead of royal comfort, for greater
interest of music art and the culture of the nation. His role as Actor left deep impression in the mind
of the audience. His role in the films Devas, Shapmukti, Mayer Pran were so impressive that he can
never be forgotten. Pramathesh Barua was such a artist who by application of high artistic activity
brought a tremendous success to the film Jugantar. Devdas was the super creation of Pramathesh
Barua and himself became tangible in Devdas. Devdas opened a new chapter in the history of
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cinema. To appreciate Pramathesh Barua the writer to Devdas, Charat Chandra Chatterjee, after
enjoying acting of Pramathesh Barua as Devdas, remarks that Pramathesh Barua put life in the
earthen dole.

Famous Director Retik Ghatak viewed that Pramathesh Barua was the greatest Director of all
times. None can be compared with him. Pramathesh Barua is remembered for his creative role in
cinematography. He was the pioneer of Indian Cinema. He had conception and experience of various
technical and reasonable aspects of Cinemagraphy. He was a Dramatist, Writer, Editor, Recorder,
Photographer, Director and Producer all in one.

He introduced modern systems in Indian Cinema and brought a revolutionary change to it for
which he is often called Pioneer of Indian Cinema. He first introduced artificial light in shooting of
cinema. Before that all the shooting were done in natural light. Secondly he was inventor of the flash
back system in cinema.Thirty, he introduced outdoor shooting in film. In “Mukti” he first applied
outdoor shooting and most of the shooting were made in Gauripur palace and its surrounding areas.
Kabi Guru Rabindra Nath Thakur named the film Mukti.

In regard of creation of film Pramathesh Barua observed strict discipline and did every thing
systematically. Pramathesh Barua emphasized more on songs in film for which he is said to be the
pioneer of the new trend of film where song played important ingrient of the film. Singer like Sayygal,
Pankaj Mullick, Kanonn Devi, Rabin Majumdar became famous through the film of Pramathesh
Barua.

It is to be mentioned here with the people of Assam have the objection that being an Assamese
by birth and sprit,Pramathesh Barua made cinema in Hindi, Bengali, and other languages.
Unfortunately, not a single film was made in Assamese, though he started making film in Assamese
but before its completion he died in 1951 at the young age of 48 years.

Pramathesh Chandra Barua is considered as the pride of Assam for his invaluable contribution
of Indian film. He is remembered for his own style in Hindi cinema which is called Barua style. He
was such an actor and Director who never accepted artificial, untenable and unhealthy story. His
film was always based on reality. He was unique and really a legend of Indian Cinema.

Princess Nihar Bala and Deshi Culture

Among the princesses of Gauripur Raj family Nihar Bala Barua Possessed various qualities
and she contributed a lot to the cultural development of western Assm. She was the eldest daughter
of Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua and Rani Sarajbala Devi. In her early life, she was more interested
in hunting and killed six tigers. Niharbala used to go for hunting along with his father in dense forest
and stayed in hunting camp. It is to be mentioned that learning of gun operation for the children of
Gauripur Raj family was more preferable to education. Almost all the children of Gauripur Raj family,
irrespecting sex, were acquainted with hunting and operation of gun, riding horse and elephant.
Although Niharbala was not exception but she was well known for her cultural activities and she,
indeed, made huge contribution to the growth of Deshi songs and culture in this region. Niharbala has
deep interest in the prevailing cultural heritage of the backward and poor villagers of Gauripur Estate
and its surrounding region. She has been impressed with the existing music, songs, customs and
nuptial traditions of the poor and backward people of this region. In her early life she was attracted
to Deshi songs and dances. She being impressed with the traditional Deshi songs and dances of
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maidservants of Rajbari, began to practicing them in Andarmahal. She learned folk songs and folk
dances from the maid servants of Rajbari which was considered as the songs of the “Sota Loka™ i.e.
Lower class people. Her involvement in Deshi songs and dances were not accepted by other members
of the family. Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua himself was worried of the involvement of his daughter,
Niharbala in Deshi songs and dances. Most strong opposition was raised by wife of Pramathesh
Barua, the sister-in-law of Niharbala, who remarked that Deshi songs were for the Sota Loka, i.e.
trodden class, not for the decent society. Niharbala was married to Mukunda Narayan Barua of
Agomani in 1917 at the age of 12 years. This was done in pursuance of the child marriage prevailed
in the contemporary society.

But, some of the sources furnish information that her early marriage was an attempt to resist
her from the involvement in the song of “Sota Loka” of course, the conservative society did not
permit the involvement of the girls in music and dances and dancing girls were hardly married. “But
Niharbala was a born artist who never dishearten but her zeal towards the local culture inspired her
to step forward to know the traditional culture of the illiterate people of the region. After her marriage
the attitude of her father, Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua was changed, who later on inspired her to
study the Desih culture. Together extensive knowledge she used to visit the remote villages in disguise
and some times under veil to escape from the sight of the conservative society. She met the different
classes of people and studied their traditions and culture. Her simplicity and kindness impressed the
poor illiterate women of the backward villages, with whom she spent huge times and had food
together. She collected songs of the boatman, Kaibartas, Mahut, wedding songs and dances of
Hindus, Muslims and tribal people. Not only that she sincerely learned them and started rehearsal at
Royal palaces. She learned female songs from Charat Sundari and Chitramala, Collected Muslim
marriage songs from Amena and dances from maidservants of Rajbari. She along with her young
sister, maidservants and her nice Pratima Alias Busu, used to practice in the “Andarmahal”. Raja
Bahadur appointed Geedal Karitulla and Bayan Sk as the tutors of Deshi songs for her daughter, Her
curiosity in Deshi songs and culture made he a prominent researcher of local culture and a famous
artist. She organized a cultural group under her command and held musical programme of deshi
songs and dances in different occasions. Niharbala encouraged Pratima Baua to sing Deshi songs
i.e. Goalpariya songs, because of her melodious sweet Voice. Her encouragement, in reality, stood as
a booster to Pratima Barua Pandey who achieved a high position in the cultural world of Assam. She
staged several programmes of Goalpariya Loka geet in different parts of the Nation. No doubt,
Nilharbala Played a vital role in the accession of Pratima Barua Pandey to the position for which she
is called the Empress of Goalpariya Loka Sangeet. She first staged Pratima Barua to sing Goalpariya
song in Calcuttain 1956.

After untimely death of her mother, Nehabala came out of Gauripur Palace and went to
Calcutta where she educated few years and got opportunities to meet some fascinated personalities
of Calcutta. She came in close contact with the great litterateur of Calcutta, Sukumar Sen and under
this influence she started publishing in “Desh Patrika” a series of songs such as Namlukatir geet,
Hudum Deopjua widding songs, Goalpriya folk songs, tale of Hastirkanya, Mahuter gun, Madan
Kamarer geet, Dinmoni Chaudani, under banne of the, “Pranti Bashir Jhuli”. Besides she also regularly
published her Pranti Bashir Jhuli, in the papers like Pashim Bangar Prasai and Viswabharati from
1931-1934.
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She came in close contact with some fascinated personalities like Hemongo Biswas, Khalid
Choudhury of Bengaland their inspiration led her to publish these Deshi songs, i.e. Goalpriya songs
and this tried to spread Goalpariya songs in the national arena. Her mission achieved the success in
putting Goalpariya folk songs to the position not below the other folk songs of the nation. It is to be
mentioned that the Goalpriya or Deshi culture was the culture of the illiterate mass people of this
region. The high gentry regarded Deshi Geet and Culture as the songs and culture of “Sota Loka”
i.e. lower class of people. It is the credit of Pratima Barua Pandey and her ante Niharbala Barua
whose tireless efforts enriched the Goalpariya Sangeet and Deshi culture to such an extent that it is
recognized as the Sangeet and Culture of not only the villagers but also the culture of the decent
society of Assam in general and Goalpara in particular. Not only that, it was acknowledged as one of
the rich cultures of the nation for which Pratima Pandey Barua was awarded the prestigious award,
“Padma Sri” by his Excellency the president of India.

With this view she founded “Folk Music and Folklore research Institution” and visited many
European countries where she staged functions on goalpariya folk songs successfully.

The important contribution towards the cultural arena of Assam made by Niharbala was that
she placed the Goalpariya songs or Deshi songs, hitherto identified as the songs of “Sota Loka” or
Lower class of people, to the level of other folk songs of the nation. She, with a view of popularize
Deshi songs and dances arranged musical programmes in various places in India and even in abroad.

In addition to this, Neharbala is said to be the fore runner of the higher education for the female
students, who convinced the school authority of Pratap Chandra High School to introduce co-education.
She advocated in strong voice for the female co-education and due to her efforts in 1941 girls
students enrolled in P.C. Institution. This was the beginning of the higher education for the girls in this
conservative society.

She is credited for her zeal for founding a museum in Gauripur. She collected different eggs,
feathers of the birds, colourful stones and tribal dreses and ornaments along with her sister Nilima
Barua and preserved in the Royal places.

Pratima Barua Pandey and Goalpariya Loka Geet

Pratima Barua Pandey is the legend of Goalpara folk songs and she is better known as the
Empress of Goalparirya loka geet. She is remembered for her contribution to the development of
Goalpariya Loka seet and Goalpariya culture. It is due her devotion, efforts and hard labour that
Goalpariya culture has occupied a high position in the national and international arena. It is to be
mentioned that Goalpariya folk songs or Deshi songs had been considered as the songs of the lower
class people, i.e. the songs of the “Sota Loka™ and was considered unfit for the decent society. The
work started by her ante Niharbala in popularizing Goalpariya flok culture was accomplished by
Pratima. It was her credit that she has acquainted the people of India with Goalpariya songs and
Goalpariya culture and secured a high position for it in the national forum.

She was daughter of Prakritesh Barua, the last zamindar of Gauripur Raj Estate, and grand-
daughter of Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua. She is popularly called the Empress of Goalpariya folk
songs, the Hastir Kanya and Architect of Goalpariya culture. She was born in a family which was
culturally rich and brought up in an environment where music was the indispensable part of life.
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Pratima Barua Pandey was born artist who for the sake of Goalpariya loka geet renounced the
comfort and luxury of the Royal family. He dedicated her life for the development and the expansion
of Goalpariya Sangeet and culture. It is due to her dedication and hard labour Goalpariya loka Geet
has been placed in the national and international forum from a position of nonentity. Pratima Barua
started her career as the singer of Rabindra Sangeet. Later on she inclined towards Deshi sangeet or
Goalpriya sangeet. Her father, Prakritesh Barua (Lalji) made a huge contribution to her outstanding
career as an artist of Goalpariya folk songs. He collected Deshi songs from different places and
placed before her for practices.

She was called the Hastir Kanya, because her songs of Goalpara folklore are related mostly
with Hasti, Mahut, Fandi and the emotion of the family of the Mahut. Her famous songs “Hastir
Kanya Bamuner a nari” impressed her followers to such an extent that she was identified as Hastir
Kanya. Pratima in her young age accompanied her father in elephant hunting and spent several days
with the hunting group in the camp. She watched with full attention the training of the wild elephants
by the fandi after its capturing. The songs used at the time of training of the wild elephants impressed
her and she learned them sincerely. This was the beginning of her career as the singer of Goalpariya
songs. Pratima learned the songs of Mahut,”Hastir Kanya Hastir Kanya Bamaner a nari” from the
fandi who, usually sang songs at the time of imparting training to the hunted elephants for domestication.
Further Pratima learnt the songs “Bhalkariya Bajan re Dotara Kamala Sundari Nase” from the maid
servants, who sings the same at the time of their dance in festival at Rajbari and also learnt from
them the songs of Maisal, Naiya, Sota elis and others.” She got a composite platform of Sangeet at
her Rajbari where often songs and dances were performed. As mentioned earlier Raja Prabhat
Chandra Barua held “Jalsa of Music” in Attarokotta in his palace, and Pratima happened to enjoy
such Jalsa. Besides, Pratima very curiously heard the songs of their maidservants in Rajbari during
festivals and Puja. She along with her ante Niharbala and Nilima sundary participated in such programme
Niharbala was highly influenced with the deshi songs and dances and she organized a team at Royal
palace comprising her younger sister Nilima Sundary, niece Busi and some other girls including their
maid servants. For her sweet melodious voice Pratima was entrusted with the job of singing for the
dancing programme. Thus Pratima was acquainted with the singing of Goalpariya folk songs in
Rajbari.

Indeed, Rajbari was her place of rehearsal of music. She was not be writer of Goalpariya
songs but she collected these songs from different sources and practices at rajbari. She began to sing
Deshi geet on stage first in Calcutta and since then her journey was none stopping and she dedicated
her whole life in the service of Goalpariya sangeet and it development. She possesses a high quality
of sweet tune which the listener never forget. Her songs are related with the illiterate mass people of
the backward villages of Goalpariya society, the love, affection and the tragedy of the Mahut, the
Naiya, the frustration in love comedy and tragedy; besides, some ethical and religious songs were the
objects of her immortal songs of Goalpariya loka sangeet.

She sang in the film with Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, the legendary musician and singer of Assam
who offered a chance to Pratima to sing in his film “Era batar Sur” an Assamese film. In 1959 she
sang for another film “Mahut Bandu Re. “both these films virtually won the heart of the audiences.
She also sang “Palasar Ranga”. Bagular Banga Darshan”, Hastir Kanya, Gajamukta etc. she released
some popular audio and video casset of Goalpariya loka geet like Mahut Bandu re Hastir Kanya.
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Pratima was a popular radio artist. It is her credit that the Goalpariya folk song which once had
been neglected, now has spread over to every nook and corner thourgh radio. In 1962 in Guwahati
Radio station broadcasted “Hastir Kanya”. Since then she regularly sang Goalpariya Loka geet in All
India Radio. Her musical programme were also telecasted by Durdarsan. In 1975 Calcutta Durdarsan
telecasted he loka sangeet and in 1987 Guwahati Duradarshan for the first time started telecasting
her Goalpariya loka geet. The popularity of Goalpariya Loka geet has tremendously been increased
which can be persisted looking to the growing demands for Goalpariya Sangeet to All India Radio,
Durdarsan, audito and video casset.

Her efforts made Goalpariya songs one of the popular Loka geet in Assam. In every musical
functions, now Goalpariya Lokageet is common song for entertainment.Pratima Pandey Barua was
awarded many honours and awards for her outstanding contribution to the cultural world of Assam.
In 1989 she received Sangeet Natak Academy award in 1991 she was conferred with the “Padma
Sree” award by the President of India for her contribution to the cultural development of the nation.
In 2000, North Bengal University awarded D. Lit degree to her. Besides she has been felicited by
numerous organization and institutions like Assam Sahita sabha, Assam Natya Samity and Rabindra
Bharati Univeristy. She was recipients of Abbas Uddin Memorial Award, Assam Silpi Divas Award,
Joymati Award, Bisnurabha Award and Assam Natya Samity Awards.

The legendary singer, the proud of Assam left for heavenly world on 27! December/2002.
The All Assam students Union as a tribute made hers status and places in various Places of Assam.

Her great achievement is the she made Goalpariya language and culture to be one of the rich
languages and cultures of the nation in general and Assam in particular. Since the time of Raja
Prabhat Chandra Barua, Goalpariya (Deshi) Language had been treated as the Royal Language
instead of Bengali. Pratima Barua always speaks Deshi Language and her Deshi songs led the
people to belief that deshi Language or Goalpariya is a language of descent of descent society too.

Conclusion

Pratima Barua Pandey was not only a great singer of Goalpariya folk songs but also a Researcher
of Goalpariya culture. Due to her devotion, love hard labour Goalpariya folk songs have become a
very popular song not only of Assam but in North Bengal, Bangladesh, Bihar and Nepal too. Goalpariya
songs now have become an important piece of cultural programme without which it looks incomplete
a view to speading.
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Agricultural Challenges and Eco-Friendly
options in Himachal Pradesh

Abstract

Agriculture of Himachal Pradesh is characterized by the internal unevenness with a diversity
of highly localized and complex micro-ecosystem. The fragile ecosystem of this mountainous state is
vulnerable to all kind of anthropogenic interference. Even the small change in land use, cropping
patterns are harmful for it.

This paper aims to study the challenges facing by the agriculture in Himachal Pradesh and
discuss the measures to beat these challenges with eco-friendly options. In the study area, flat plains
are limited but deep valleys, series of hills and mountainous ranges are numerous. The twin factors of
mountainous landscape and countless variety of agro-climatic conditions have great control on
agriculture. Small size of land holdings, difference in crop timing with different elevation, variety in
methods and types of farming are the major hindrances in the development of agriculture of Himachal
Pradesh. Furthermore steep slopes, rocky surface unsuitable combination of temperature and rainfall
at different times and at different places are the chief site problems facing by the farmers of this hilly
area. Not only this, the agriculture of Himachal Pradesh is totally depending upon rainfall, which is
erratically distributed. Again, the development of irrigation is an uphill task because of dissected
topology and great discontinuity of cultivated tracts fragmented into parcels of lands. Owing to
complex relief features, the agricultural pattern of the state is of intensive subsistence family farming
type with a great stress on traditional food crops. In this type of natural environment, the peasants
have to do many odd jobs throughout the year but they are receiving meager returns from the
agricultural sector. In such conditions, suitable eco-friendly agricultural practices for this region are
livestock rearing, poultry farming, horticulture, floriculture, apiculture etc. The hill state of Himachal
Pradesh has favorable agro- climatic conditions suitable for horticultural crops. The cultivable waste
area, fallow land, barren land which is lying waste, relatively steep slopes can be developed as fruit
orchards. Animal husbandry should be developed in the areas where there is scarcity of cultivated
land and un-remunerative nature of cultivation. Development of livestock resources have become an
immediate need in view of the requirements of farm cum grazing economy of Himachal Pradesh.
These eco-friendly options would be helpful in environmental conservation and raising the livelihood
security of farmers.

Key Words: Agricultural produce, fragile eco-system, Mountainous region, environmental
conservation, food crops.
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Introduction

Agriculture acts as driver of growth especially in early stages of industrialization (Johnston and
Mellor, 1961). Agriculture has strong direct forward linkage to agriculture processing and backward
linkage to input supply industries (Schultz 1964). Thus, role of agriculture in rural rather national
development is more important. Agriculture productivity growth stimulates rural non-farm growth,
especially where infrastructure and investment climate are already in place. (Barnes and Binswanger
1986).

Agriculture is a main economic activity of Himachal Pradesh. Peoples in hills have agriculture
as their main occupation. Although Himachal Pradesh does not occupy any important place in food
grain production among the states of India but subsistence farming is done by the hill dwellers of
Himachal Pradesh. Agriculture is a difficult task over here because of hilly terrain and great diversity
of agro-climatic conditions resulted in small size of land holdings, the length of growing season,
gradient slope that is unsuitable over large area. Furthermore, unfavorable combination of temperature
and rainfall are the major hindrances in the development of agriculture. Except these, the farmers
face the problem of soil erosion, lack irrigational facilities, lack of proper transportation, etc. As we,
all know that irrigation is prerequisite for agricultural activities but rainfall is the only source of
irrigation, which is unevenly distributed in the study area. The development of irrigation is equally an
uphill task in view of the narrow valleys in the interior of Himachal Pradesh while there are financial
and technical problems in raising water hundreds of meters up from stream-. Like irrigation, the
development of agricultural infrastructure is again a major difficult task. Since operational holdings in
Himachal Pradesh are very small and mechanization of agriculture is still a distant reality.

Despite the availability of less cultivated area with number of adverse factors, it is not less
surprising that agriculture is main occupation of the hill dwellers of Himachal Pradesh. The endless
struggle of the farmers to increase area under cultivation to achieve the needs of increasing population
and improve their economic level, but they get meager returns from farm sector. This in turn has
given rise to several environmental problems in the region. For agricultural operations, the clearance
of forest area, is badly affecting agro-ecological balance (Chadha 1989). Consequently, the cultivation
is now pushed to forest into account the suitability of lands for agriculture and vegetal cover is being
lopped and cleared for fuel and fodder and finally the patches are being brought under grazing
(Chauhan 1998). The fragile ecosystem of this mountainous state is in danger because of extensive
soil erosion, frequent landslides due to deforestation extension of cultivation, overgrazing and
construction activities (Kapoor 1995). Thus it is vital to introduce eco-friendly agricultural policies in
this ecological sensitive region. Scope of intensification of cultivated area is limited in Himachal
Pradesh only option left is to make cultivation more successful with mix of crop farming which is
economically more feasible and also helpful for farmers to raise their economic status. These options
are cultivation of vegetables, Fruits, Floriculture, Mushroom cultivation, Bee keeping, Animal Husbandry,
livestock etc. which acts as safeguard for the sensitive environment of Himachal Pradesh.

Study Area

Himachal Pradesh is a mountainous Himalayan State which is situated in the northern part of
India in the lap of Himalayas. The extent of the Himachal Pradesh is from 30°22'40" North to
33°12'40" North and from 75°45'55" East to 79°04'20" East. Himachal Pradesh occupies an area of
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55673 sq. kms. The study area is
boarded by Jammu and Kashmir on
north, Punjab on the West, Haryana on
the south-west Uttrakhand on south east
and by Tibet autonomous region on the
east. Himachal is a mountainous state
and lies in the Foothills of Dhauladhar
range. The state is divided into twelve
districts. The drainage pattern of
Himachal Pradesh is composed both of
river and glaciers. The drainage of
system of region has five major perennial
rivers mainly Ravi, Beas, Sutlej,
Yamuna and Chandrabhaga as the
Chenab. These rivers are fed by snow
and rainfall throughout the year.

The climatic conditions of

T Himachal Pradesh varies from hot and

sub humid tropical in the southern tracts
to cold, alpine and glacial in the northern
and eastern mountain ranges. These
variations in climate conditions are the
outcome of extreme variation in
elevation of Himachal Pradesh like
climate the great variations occur in the
rainfall pattern. The areas like
Dharamsala receive very high rainfall
while the areas like Lahul & Spiti are
cold and almost rainless. The economy
of the state is mainly depending upon
tourism, horticulture, hydro-power
generation. All these activities depend
upon land resource utilization.

Aims and Objectives

Himachal Pradesh is a complete
geomorphic unit with great variety in
agro-climate condition. Because of
fragile ecosystem economic activities
became inevitable. The twofold problem
of conservation of environment and
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increase in production, agricultural research in the last decades has tended to move from maximization
of production towards optimal use of agro-ecosystem. This approach has been more helpful in the
state like Himachal Pradesh where it has confirmed to increase the production of agricultural sector
without causing any harm to environment. Thus, it is necessary to develop such policies, which are
eco-friendly in the sensitive Himalayan tract of Himachal Pradesh. Agricultural development be
influenced by various parameters like land use, temperature, rainfall, irrigation, existing cropping
pattern, relief, soil erosion etc. keeping all these aims in mind the basic objectives of the study in hand
are to discuss the application of eco-friendly agricultural options which are economically beneficial
for the farmers as well as harmless for the fragile ecology of Himachal Pradesh.

Discussion

Agricultural development in the mountain region is restricted by mountain specificities, namely
inaccessibility, marginality, fragility, and human adoption mechanism created by unique vertical
dimension. The mountainous agricultural in general is food grain based and characterized by low and
stagnant productivity. The economic growth of this hill state is primarily governed by agriculture
activities during nineties. The economy has shown a shift from agriculture sector to industries and
services as the percentage contribution of agriculture in total Domestic Product has decline from
26.5 percent in 1990-91 to 8 percent in 2016-2017. The decreasing share of agricultural sector does
not however affect the position of this sector in state economy as the state’s economic growth still is
being determined by the trends in agriculture production. The decline recorded in the production of
agricultural is due to the problem faced by this sector. The diversity of its hill to mountainous relief’is
significantly affects the agriculture process because in such conditions cultivation and reclamation of
land for farming is a difficult task for the farmers. Furthermore, slope is a biggest problem to the
large-scale agricultural practices in the study region, which resulted in scattered and small size of
Land holdings. The terrace farming of hillsides is largely practiced here, which is a major disadvantage
of landscape. Due to this particular type of topography, the farmers have to do many odd jobs
throughout the year to get fruitful returns from agriculture but unfortunately, most of them are receiving
meager returns. Excluding this farm mechanization is also limited here. Small tractors, power tillers
are available in the areas where land is mostly flat and less undulating. Only in these areas, it is
beneficial to secure returns from farm sector. However, beside these side benefits, the scattering of
labour inputs over distantly located fields does not lead to agriculture development in Himachal
Pradesh. Infrastructure for agriculture is also lacking in terms of roads, cold stores, market, power
and irrigation. Due to less developed agricultural infrastructure the available agriculture produce
does not fetch suitable returns to the farmers. The marketable surpluses of agricultural produce have
very less scope. Besides the geological setting of Himachal Pradesh soil erosion is another a major
obstacle for agriculture. A large scale of soil erosion in the hills due to heavy rainfall and avalanche
from higher Himalayas cause deep gulling for cultivated fields. On the other hand not only soil
erosion but soil deposition from hill slopes to the cultivated fields is a major hindrance faced by the hill
tenants of Himachal Pradesh.

Himachal Pradesh is situated in the lap of Himalayas which comprise perennial glaciers and
snowcapped peaks. These glaciers and snowcapped peaks supply water throughout the year to all
the rivers of the state. While there is sufficient water in hills yet water use for irrigation is inadequate.
It is clearly observed from the table no. 1 that only 1, 14,385 hectares area out of 5, 47,556 hectares
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of net sown area is under irrigation during 2016-17. The total irrigated area through canals is only
3,344 hectares, through tanks is only 201 hectares, through well a Tube wells only 26,751 hectares
and area irrigated through other source is 84,085 hectares. From the above cited figures it is noticed
that development of irrigation is a difficult task over here. It is not in the reach of farmer to sink well
and tube wells because it is very expensive and secondly the level of ground water is very deep. Due
to this major problem the agriculture of Himachal Pradesh is mostly depend upon rainfall and most of
the rainfall is received during Monsoon and rest of the months are dry.

Table |

Total Irrigated Area in Himachal Pradesh 2000-01 to 2016-17
(Areas in Hectares)

Years Canals Tanks Wells and Other Total
Tube Wells Sources
2000-01 3463 263 14172 105758 123656
2001-02 3666 257 12899 85284 102106
2002-03 3510 267 11764 108377 123918
2003-04 3520 3 13569 879889 105081
2004-05 3379 28 15512 85571 104490
2005-06 4010 654 16200 83103 104027
2006-07 4107 701 15744 86997 107549
2007-08 4390 236 15752 73172 93550
2008-09 4046 283 17432 86091 107852
2009-10 4104 149 19357 81966 105576
2010-11 4213 33 21840 83854 109940
2011-12 4036 62 25211 83440 112749
2012-13 4153 9 25519 84673 114354
2013-14 4087 797 26916 82657 114457
2014-15 3638 1069 27831 84776 117314
2015-16 4015 865 30655 83982 119517
2016-17 3344 201 26751 84085 114381

Source: Directorate of Land Records, H.P,, 2018

All these problems lead to in low percentage of area suitable for agriculture. Moreover, the
problems of unsuitability of topography, less developed agricultural infrastructure, inadequate irrigational
facilities, lack of mechanization, merger returns from agricultural sector force the farmer to keep
their land barren. It is evident from table no. 2 that barren land occupied 778998 hectares area from
4577742 hectares of total geographical area while net sown area is less then barren land during
2016-17.

If we look at the table, the area under cultivable wasteland, Barren land and fallow land
collectively accounts 19.84 percent of total geographical area, which is higher than net sown area
(11.96 percent). Thus, it is clear from the figures that farmers kept their land uncultivated because of
the difficulties experienced by them during farming.
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Table 2
Land utilization in Himachal Pradesh 2016-17
(Areas in Hectares)

Total Forest Permanent Cultivable Land put to Non- Barren Fallow NSA

Geogra- Land Pastures Waste Agricultural
phical Area Uses.
4577742 1125336 1574560 121714 352407 778998 77121 547556

Source: Directorate of Land Records, H.P, 2018

Scope for Eco-friendly Options in Agriculture

At present, Himachal Pradesh is insufficient in food grain production but at the same time, it
has carved out a place for itself by increasing area under fruit’s cultivation. The hilly and dissected
topography, attitudinal difference coupled with deep well-drained soils are the major difficulties for
the food grain cultivation but very much favorable for the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, flowers,
mushroom etc. Himachal is blessed with natural pastures and natural vegetation cover, which are
appropriate for livestock raring, bee keeping and animal husbandry. This particular suitability of
topography and climatic conditions can bring a major transformation in the agriculture pattern of the
state. Extension of agriculture in new areas demands heavy investment of machinery, irrigation, high
yielding variety of seeds, fertilizers etc. which is not feasible in the study area. The only choice,
which left, is the promotion of horticulture crops, which are more suitable and economically viable
with the topography, agro-climatic conditions. The diversification of agriculture from cereal-based
system towards high value cash crops including fruits and off-seasons vegetables, compatible with
the comparative advantage of the region is suggested as a viable solution to stabilize and raise farm
income and increase employment opportunities (Sharma 2011). The products from these crops have
a very wider scope in the plain regions of the country. Furthermore, a switch over to multiple cropping
patterns has been help to the farmer for full utilization of their vacant land. The horticulture industry
of Himachal Pradesh can emerged as an important ruler of the state’s economy. Variety of agro-
climate condition presents in the study area permits the farmers to do successful cultivation for
horticulture crops. These conditions are very much suitable for the cultivation of fruits like apple,
peach, plum, apricot, litchi, mango and cherries. In addition to fruits, flowers, vegetables, bee keeping
is undertaken, which will be very helpful for the hill people to improve their economic status. The
physical setup of Himachal Pradesh is characterized by number of opportunities for the production of
high value commodities. In the present agro climatic conditions farmer can grow off-season horticulture
products, which can responsible for many positive outcome in employment sector, which helpful for
poverty reduction. Notwithstanding the production from horticulture sector contribute to higher
economic growth. The state of Himachal Pradesh faces number of institutional and policy challenges
which can overcome with the development of agricultural sector.

Horticulture products have wider scope in the domestic as well as international market; likewise,
vegetable cultivation is another profitable option in the study area. Holdings in state are small and the
availability of irrigation, which is the main input of agriculture, is lacking behind due to unevenness of
topography. The farmers of the some areas experienced harsh climatic conditions such as heavy
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rainfall, hailstorms, and frequent dry spell, long winter season snow etc. is grow only one crop with
low level of productivity. Inspite all these constraints and limitations the study area can make a
remarkable progress in diversifying its agriculture from traditional food crops to high value vegetable
crops which fetch higher economic returns to the farmers. In low hills, valleys and in flat areas
growing off-season vegetables should be developed. Needless to say that cash crop such as ginger
potatoes, tea sugar beet, kala zira, peas etc. have in demand. The climate of the remote areas of the
state like, Kinnaur, Pangs, Lahul and Spiti very much suitable for giving disease free seeds of many
vegetables. All these vegetable become major cash crops in mid and high hills and even in the arid
zoned of Himachal Pradesh.

In addition to fruits, vegetable, flowers cultivation is also important option for the farmers. The
history of flower cultivation in Himachal Pradesh is not good and still in its infancy and requires
appreciate investments to make it remunerative. Variety of traditional and exotic flowers can cultivate
in the state and being exported to national and international market. The districts of Chamba, Sirmaur,
Bilaspur, Kangra, should be engaged in promoting floriculture among the cultivators. Not only flowers
but also the cultivation of high valued medicinal plants should be introduced and can produce in the
state.

The state government in 1961 on trial basic introduced mushrooms cultivation. This initiative of
state government helped in encouraging the farmers for the cultivation of mushrooms. But mushrooms
cultivations is done only in the Solan district of Himachal Pradesh. The growing of mushrooms is
labor intensive. It generates employment opportunities with high returns. The demand as well as the
price of mushrooms is high. It is a moneymaking crop even for the landless farmers. A great care is
required with appropriate climatic conditions while producing mushrooms. The climate condition of
Himachal Pradesh is very much suitable for its cultivation. Thus, mushrooms cultivation is one of the
best options for the farmers of this hilly state.

In predominately-agrarian, economy of the Himachal Pradesh animal husbandry is the main
stay for most of the rural people. We already talk about the agriculture of the state is controlled by
hilly and dissected topography extreme climatic conditions, small size of land holdings with lack of
irrigational facilities. Because of this, farmers are having livestock as their secondary sources of
earning. The sale of livestock and their products such as milk, wool, mutton, etc. are in great demand.
If we look at the land use pattern of Himachal Pradesh it is depicted that 1105997-hectare area is
under forest and 157224 hectare area is under natural grazing which is quite important from grazing
point of view. These conditions offer a very important environment for animal husbandry and for
livestock also. The rural people easily get fodder for their cattle from these forest and grazing lands.
Even it is a great opportunity for the landless people for improving their economic status. Animal
husbandry and livestock raring has great scope due to large area under forest, and permanent
grasslands. Beside livestock and animal husbandry bee keeping is also forest and horticulture based
industry and play a very noteworthy role in the development of hilly state of Himachal as it help in
increasing the economy growth without changing environment balance. Countless diversity in agro,
climatic conditions of the state provide enormous potential for production of honey. It can be an
important income generating activity for the state. Bee keeping can enhance the income of fruit
growers and flower growers as well. The honey and bee wax are the high valued products in the
market. The marginal farmers can also choose this activity.
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Conclusion

In a net shell, the agriculture of hilly areas is greatly depending upon the agro climatic and
physical setting of the region. Steep slopes, rugged and dissected topography, and deep subsoil water,
small size of holding, lack of irrigational facilities, and lack of agricultural infrastructure, characterize
agriculture of Himachal Pradesh. Inspite of all these constraints and limitations the agriculture is the
backbone of Himachal Pradesh. Majority of the farmers are still engaged in traditional cultivation of
food grains. The cultivation of food grain is not economically worthwhile for the farmers because
they even get very low returns from it because of the above-mentioned factors. Casually speaking
the scattering and size of holding are the major downsides of agriculture of study area. In this type of
agriculture patterns, it is necessary to increase the productivity of existing cultivated area through
diversified agriculture. There should be a great need for large-scale diversification in both agriculture
and Horticulture. People of Himachal Pradesh can diversified their agricultural pattern through shift
from self-subsistence crops cultivation to diversified agriculture by adopting cash crops, bee keeping,
vegetables cultivation, floriculture etc. that are more suitable with agro-climate and physiographic
conditions of the state. There is an urgent need to diversify the cropping pattern of the hilly state,
which would generate employment, ensure greater returns to the cultivators and promote self-reliance.
The state of Himachal Pradesh is characterized by significant number of opportunities in high value
crops. These opportunities include the most prominently agro climate conditions which are very
much suitable for horticulture as compare to food grains. The cultivation of cash crops, vegetable
and Horticulture will bring many positive outcomes in generating employment wages and poverty
reduction. It will also contributed to enhance the economic growth of the region. Moreover, it will
help to better utilization of land, which is not suitable for cultivation, and checking of soil erosion on
hill slopes

On the whole the transformation of agriculture in Himachal Pradesh is important in two ways
first, due to favorable agro-climate conditions the adoption of eco-friendly options help to maintain
the ecological balance of the state and act as a safeguard for natural environment. Secondly, cultivation
of these crops boost the economy of the state, increase the economic status of the cultivators and
create massive employment and income opportunities for the people at different levels.

Suggestions

The transformation of agriculture is based on the planning strategy of r overcoming the constraints
imposed by number of factors such as problem of marketing, inaccessibility, cold storages, agriculture
infrastructure etc. all these factor are the major bottlenecks for rising production at rapid rare.
Following are some suggestion for boosting the agriculture of Himachal Pradesh.

e Farmers are not well aware about modern technique and inputs because of inadequate
extension network. Still most of the cultivators are engaged in traditional farming. Thus,
government should introduced awareness programs as well as training institute to train the
farmers.

e Agricultural researcher stations should be setup in the state to develop the agriculture.

o Financial institution are also scanty there are very few banks and private financer who fulfill
the financial needs of the farmers. Therefore, there is a great need of banks and financer in
the state.
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Marketing and storage facilities are also lacking behind in this region it force the farmers to
sell their products in local market at lesser price which resulted in minimum returns from
their production. Thus it is required to provide appropriate storage and marketing facilities to
the farmers

Himachal Pradesh has lack of processing facilities for agricultural produce. If government
will overcome this particular factor, it will enhance the price of agriculture products greatly.

Transport facilities such as roads, and railways should be improved for the proper development
of agriculture and agriculture based industries. It will help the farmers to sell their products
in nearby cities and in industries.

Non-availability of high yielding variety of seeds in the state is most important problem of the
farmers. Use of healthy and good quality of seeds is very much important for healthy
agriculture. Government should provide HY'V of seeds to the farmers at subside.

Farmers should be trained about the selection of cultivated area according to agro-climate
zones. The flat land should be put under food grain but the valleys, hill and slopes should be
under fruits and cash crops it will also help to maintain the ecological balance of the study
area.

Barren and uncultivated land which is lying vacant and not fit for cultivation of food crops
should be utilized for agriculture of fruits, vegetable etc. except these lands the areas on high
hills with slope should be used as grazing lands which will be beneficial for animal husbandry
and livestock raring etc.

The minimum support price for different fruit crops, vegetables should be introduced to
secure the farmer from difficulties in the market price. Due to this risk factor, sometime
farmers are not ready for cultivation on their farms and kept their land barren.

Self-help institution like fruit grower association co-operations should be setup, which may
help the small and marginal farmers in different way like procuring inputs and also helpful for
marketing their produce.

Efficient methods of irrigation technology should be used such as drip irrigation it is most
efficient method. This method can be introduced for all type of crops.
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Defamation

Abstract

Stalking and voyeurism are the offences which are not new to Indian society though they have
got legal recognition as offences very recently in 2013. India is the democratic country where liberty
has been given constitutional status. The preamble to Indian constitution provides its citizens with
liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship as Fundamental rights also give the right to life
and personal liberty. Indian constitution has made our society gender friendly. No discrimination can
be made on the basis of gender but offences like stalking and voyeurism have intruded upon the
personal liberty of women moreover it has given birth to new offence i.e. cyber defamation. This
paper examines the right to privacy under Indian constitution as well as it examines the provisions of
Indian Penal Code related to Stalking and voyeurism. It tries to find out the relation between these
offences and cyber defamation. Lastly an attempt has been made to analyse whether the provisions
are sufficient to curb cyber stalking and cyber voyeurism.

Keywords: Constitution, Fundamental rights, Privacy, Cyber Stalking, Cyber Voyeurism, Cyber
defamation.

Introduction

From the ages, Indian women have been a symbol of respect and Indian society as well as
family is based upon cultural and religious basis. Under Indian constitution too, the provisions of
secularity and equality have been envisaged. No discrimination can be made on the basis of age,
gender, occupation or religion. Liberty is an important facet to human life. The preamble to Indian
constitution provides its citizens with three kinds of liberty viz. Social, justice and economic. These
liberties are given to both male and female without any discrimination on the basis of sex. The term
liberty is used both in negative as well as positive sense. As a negative concept liberty means the
absence of all undue or arbitrary interference with individual’s action on the part of the state. In
positive sense, liberty comprises of liberties or rights which are considered essential for an individual
to attain his potentialities and for the perfection of the national life. The constitution professes to
secure the liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship, which are regarded essential to
the development of the individual and the nation.!
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Evolution to Right to Privacy

Indian constitution is not limited to liberty but it has provided its citizens with some fundamental
rights which are considered to be the backbone for the growth of an individual. These rights are
given to both male and female. One of those important rights is the right to privacy. Now we will
discuss the growth of right to privacy in Indian society.

Ancient India

The concept of privacy can be traced from the ancient Indian not as law but from the orthodox
observations of society. At that time there were certain matters which were not considered as
reasonable for public discussion such as worship, sex and family matters. The women were bound to
be in pardhah and it was a way be in private state, much exposure was not their right. The very
concept is not exclusively non- familiar to Indian culture, but the observations of some jurists like
Sheetal Asrani- Dann has raised certain doubts regarding the right to privacy in India. For this
purpose, she takes the reference of Upendra Baxi’s view, but, Upendra Baxi is undoubtedly startled
with kindness, sympathy, compassion or gentleness which is an unabated prying. It is not about ill-
will. Even the privacy in ancient time was related to ‘positive morality’. To be in Pardhah was
considered to be a symbol of showing respect to elders. It was a moral obligation So, in spite of this,
right to privacy was indistinguishable in ancient Indian text.?

Modern India

In the present time, right to privacy is now a Fundamental right under Indian constitution
clothed in Article 21 i.e. right to life and personal liberty. For the first time, this issue was discussed
in debate of constituent assembly, where an amendment was moved by K.S.Karimuddin, where
B.R. Ambedkar gave it only snobby support and right to privacy was not incorporated in the Indian
Constitution. The issue of privacy was dealt with both as a fundamental right under the Constitution
and as a common law right since the 1960°’s. Privacy was not considered as a fundamental was first
held by the supreme court in the year 1954 by an eight-judge bench in M.P. Sharma v. Satish
Chandra Case?, while dealing with the power to search and seize documents from the Dalmia
Group, dismissed the existence of right to privacy on the basis that if the maker of constitution would
have intended it to be fundamental right they would have incorporated it clearly and Article 21 has no
reference to it.

Article 21 of the constitution of India states, “No person shall be deprived of his life and
personal liberty except according to procedure established by law”.

The term “life” includes all those aspects of life which go to make a man’s life worth living,
complete and meaningful. Earlier, the right to life was limited to physical damages only but with the
expansion of time, it took the wide scope and liberal interpretation. Now, it is not limited to physical
security but

It comprises so many aspects of human life which makes the life full of dignity. It means
something more than mere survival and more than animal existence.

In Kharak Singh v. State of U.P.*, the meanings of the expressions “life” and “personal
liberty” in Article 21 were considered by the Apex Court. Although the majority found that the
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constitution contained no explicit guarantee of a “right to privacy”, it reads the right to personal
liberty expansively to include aright to dignity. It held that “an unauthorized intrusion into a person’s
home and disturbance caused to him thereby, is as it were the violation of a common law right of a
man — an ultimate essential of a ordered liberty, if not of the very concept of civilization”.

In aminority judgement in this case, J. Subba Rao, held that: “the right to personal liberty takes
in not only a right to be free from restrictions placed on his movements but also free from
encroachments on his private life. It is true that our constitution does not expressly declare a right to
privacy as a fundamental right but the said right is as essential ingredient of personal liberty. Every
democratic country sanctifies domestic life; it is expected to give him rest, physical happiness, peace
of mind and security. In the last resort, a person’s house where he lives with his family. Is his ‘castle’;
it is his rampart against encroachment on his personal liberty”. These words of J. Subba Rao proved
to be guidelines for the upcoming cases of right to privacy.

In Naaz Foundation case (2009), Delhi High Court examines section 377 Indian penal Code
and articles 14, 19 and 21. Right to privacy was held to protect a “private space in which man may
become and remain himself”. It was said that individuals need a place of sanctuary where they can
be free from societal control — where individuals can drop the mask, desist for a while from projecting
on the world the image they want to be accepted as themselves an image that may reflect the values
of their peers rather than the realities of their nature.

Recently, in K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v Union of India>, the Supreme Court endorsed right
to privacy as a fundamental right. The one page order signed by all nine judges declared:

The right to privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty under
article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by part 3 of the constitution.

Cyber Stalking and Cyber Voyeurism

The gang rape of a 23 years old physiotherapy student in a moving bus in Delhi brought the
world wide humiliation to India. On one part where it shook the society with fear and anger, it proved
to an eye opener to the legislative provisions how they proved to be not sufficient for the protection
of women; how the available laws are not creating much deterrence to the criminals. In this gang
rape, the heinousness was so much high that tears rolled in every eye and it shook the consciousness
of every Indian. People came on roads for justice to the victim and the government had to amend the
law.

On the recommendations of Justice Verma committee, Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 2013
was passed by the parliament of India in March, 2013 and it got President’s assent on 2™ April, 2013.
It came into force on 3™ Feb, 2013. It is considered to be one of the stringent anti-rape laws in the
country until now. The amendment revised various sections of Indian Penal Code, 1860. It amended
related enactments too like The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, The Indian Evidence Act, 1872,
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012.

The Act for the first time introduced certain concepts including stalking and voyeurism. Though
earlier these were punishable under other sections but there was no specific definition to the offences.
Now we will discuss these offences in detail.
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Cyber Voyeurism

Voyeurism is derived from the French word “voyeur” which literally means “one who looks”.
It is generally defined as “a person who derives sexual gratification from the convert observation of
others as they undress or engage in sexual activities”.

Voyeur is defined as “a person, who observes something without participating; one who gains

pleasure by secretly another’s sexual act”.

Under Indian Penal Code, the provision was added by the Criminal Law Amendment Act,
2013. Section 354-C7 defines voyeurism. According to this section, if a woman is engaging in act
which is usually done in private and any man watches her or captures her image at that time then he
will be held liable for voyeurism. If the act is done for the first time then the punishment may extend
to three years but such punishment will not be less than one year. In addition to this fine will also be
imposed whereas on second or subsequent act, the punishment may be up to three years but such
punishment will not be less than three years. This punishment is not limited to watching or capturing
image but the accused may be held liable if he or on his behalf such images are disseminated. The
provisions seek to protect victims from being watched or recorded without their consent in certain
circumstances where victim will expect privacy. The expectation of privacy extends to public as well
as private places.

However, this term is usually conjoined to any male who observes a woman secretly. This
section’s explanation takes the definition further to an instance where though the capturing of image
can be with consent but its dissemination is not with consent. So in first explanation, voyeurism is
practiced when a woman is doing some activity in private like taking a bath,

Feeding baby, engaged in sexual act, urinating, changing clothes etc. A man secretly watches
that act or captures images of that.

Under Information Technology Act, 2000, voyeurism is a crime, irrespective of gender. Section
66E® provides for punishment in cases of violation of privacy. It states that any act by a person who,
knowingly or unknowingly, without consent, takes a photograph of the private areas of a person, or
send such photograph to someone else or publishes such a Photograph, under circumstances which
violate the person’s privacy, will be considered a crime.

The impact of voyeurism was authored by Justice Susheel Bala Dagar® as: “voyeurism is a
ridiculous form of enjoyment for men but a mental torture for women. Men who indulge in such
enjoyment do not seem to realize that they are infringing on the fundamental right to privacy of her
body of the woman. Due to such offenders the women do not feel safe inside such places where she
would usually expect not to be observed”.

Cyber Stalking

Stalking is the term commonly used to refer to a pattern of behaviour which is towards a
specific person by a specific person, the result of which is fear. The behaviour can involve criminal
behaviour, non-criminal behaviour, innocent behaviour or both. The ultimate result of staking may be
actual physical harm to the victim. It is a series of acts which constitute stalking. A single act cannot
be termed as stalking,
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“Stalking is a pattern of repeated and unwanted attention, harassment, contact, or any other
course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to feel fear”,
according to the Department of Justice. Similar to crimes of sexual violence, stalking is about power
and control. 1

This kind of harassment is ranging across India, showed government data. In 2018, 9,438
Cases of stalking —one in every 55 minutes, on average- were reported, as per the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) report released in January, 2020. This is more than double the cases
(4,699) reported in 2014. The number of stalking cases reported has been increasing- 6,266 in 2015,
7,1901in 2016 and 8145 in 2017. The crime-rate cases reported per 100,000 women- has also seen a
rise. It increased from 0.8 in 2014 to 1.5 in 2018.11

Cyber stalking is different from physical stalking. In physical stalking, it becomes difficult for
the stalker to hide his identity whereas the cyber stalker enjoys secrecy. In physical stalking, the
stalker takes a high degree of risk while monitoring the activities of victim, on the other hand in cyber
stalking, the internet provides the stalker a wide protective shield. As the stalker is not visible to
victim, the risk decreases. In physical stalking, by observing the body language of the stalker, the
victim can be more vigilant as to the intention of the stalker Whereas in cyber stalking it becomes
very difficult to judge the intention of the stalker.

Under Indian Penal code!2, the offence of Stalking as has been defined by section 354-D. This
section also is the outcome of the Criminal Law Amendment act, 2013. This section is basically
divided into three parts. First part states what may be stalking. Second part describes when it will not
be stalking and in third part the punishment for stalking has been provided. It is true that both men and
women may be stalked but majority of victims are female and this section has been made gender
specific i.e. women.

If any man follows a woman, tries to contact a woman even when she has shown her disinterest
in him, the man will be liable to stalking. But if the stalking is for specified purposes under the section,
the man will be exempted from accusation.

The important part of this section is ways to stalk which according to the section may be
physical stalking as well as cyber stalking. In physical stalking, the stalker is there in person to follow
the victim whereas in cyber stalking, the stalker may not even know her. Cyber stalking is simply an
extension of physical form of stalking. It takes place where the electronic mediums such as internet
are used to pursue, harass or contact another in an Unwelcome fashion. The term is used to refer to
the use of the internet, email or other electronic communication devices to stalk another person.!3

Stalking and harassment are problems that many people especially women, are familiar with in
real life. These problems can occur on the internet. Cyber stalkers target their victims through chat
rooms, message boards, discussion forums and e-mail. It takes many forms such as: threatening or
obscene e-mail; spamming; live chat harassment called flaming; leaving improper messages on message
board or in guest books; sending electronic viruses; sending unsolicited e-mail; and identity theft etc.
These are a wide variety of means by which individuals may seek out and harass individuals even
though they may not share the same geographical borders, and this may present a range of physical,
emotional, and psychological consequences to the victim. 14
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After the Information Technology (Amendment) Act 2008, cyber stalking was recognised as
cyber crime in India under section 66A in which punishment for sending offensive messages through
communication services etc. had been provided. This section was used to affect the right of people
to know, hence violated article 19 (1) (a) of the constitution beyond the extent permissible under the
article. The section was struck down in its entirety in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India.!?

Section 67A16 of Information Technology Act, 2008 states that if stalker attempts to publish
any sexually explicit material in electronic form i.e. through emails, messages or on social media.

Section 50317 of the Indian Penal Code refers to the effect, which the threat is intended to
have upon the mind of the person threatened. In any act of staking, there is a clear injury to the
person being stalked in terms of mental distress. Therefore, this section provides for stalking and
harassment.

Section 50418 provides for remedy for use of abusive and insulting language. This is another
form in which cyber stalking takes place where abusive words are sent through e-mail.

Section 509'° relates to the modesty of woman whenever it is insulted by words, sounds or
gestures.

Cyber Defamation

Defamation has been defined under Section 499 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) as whoever,
by words either spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by visible representations, makes or
publishes any imputation concerning any person intending to harm, or knowing or having reason to
believe that such imputation will harm, the reputation of such person is said to defame that person.

Defamation falls into two categories:
1. Libel — A defamatory statement published in a written form.
2. Slander — A defamatory statement made in a verbal form (spoken).

However, a mere defamatory statement does not amount to defamation. The publication of
such statement is a pre-requisite to establish defamation.

In India, Section 499 of the Indian Penal Code primarily governs the law on defamation,
however, it is pertinent to note that the law has been extended to “electronic documents”. Section
469 of the IPC (forgery for purpose of harming reputation) has been amended by the Information
Technology Act, 2000 to include ‘electronic record forged’ and now reads as a whole as — whoever
commits forgery, intending that the document or electronic record forged shall harm the reputation of
any party, or knowing that it is likely to be used for that purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine.

Section 66A of Information & Technology Act 2000 (IT Act), was quashed by the Supreme
Court of India in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India, due to ambiguity in the definition of the word
‘offensive’ in the Section. The section stated that sending any offensive message to a computer or
any other communication device would be an offence. Such unfettered power, under section 66A,
was misused by the Government in curtailing and suppressing people’s freedom of speech and
expression and hence repealed.
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Relationship of Cyber Stalking, Cyber Voyeurism and Cyber Defamation

Cyber defamation occurs when with the help of computers and internet someone publishes
derogatory remarks or defamatory information. In the present times, people remain active on social
media via instagram, facebook, twitter etc. it becomes easy to public to all of that person’s friends or
the perpetrator post defaming stories about the victim. Although this can happen to both genders, but
women are more vulnerable. Unfortunately cyber defamation is not defined by the I'T Act 2000 and
itis treated by the criminal justice system under the same provisions of cyber pornography or publication
of obscene materials in the internet. Whenever the offences like cyber stalking, cyber voyeurism and
cyber defamation are committed, the privacy of a woman is interfered with. When the content
collected from such offences is disseminated, the reputation of a woman is tarnished and that is what
cyber defamation all about.

Critical Analysis of the Law Relating to Voyeurism, Stalking and Defamation

Under Indian law, voyeurism and stalking has been recognised as separate offences very
much late. Even specific provisions have been made but still these provisions run through many
shortcomings. An attempt has been made to discuss some of them.

Firstly, both the offences have been defined by keeping in view women as victims. This fact
has been altogether ignored that the offences may be committed against men too. Thus the scope of
sections is narrow. These legislations are proved to be gender bias legislation and against the
constitutional notion of equality.

Secondly, cyber crimes are not bound by geographical limitation but law enforcement agencies
are. [t becomes difficult to ascertain from which territorial jurisdiction the crime has been committed,
under which police station will it fall. This makes investigation and arresting the accused outside
Jjurisdiction extremely difficult.

Thirdly, in the definition of stalking, the method of monitoring is not mentioned. It might happen
that the person might lack the intention but his actions amount to stalking.20

Fourthly, under section 509 too, modesty of a woman is protected but no provision for male
victims has been made. This section requires that the words outraging the modesty must be spoken,
sound heard and gestures must be seen. Since in cyber crime all these requirements cannot be
fulfilled, the stalker can easily escape from his liability.

Fifthly, intention cannot be assumed from communications on internet.?!

Sixthly, in most of the voyeurism cases, the victims are not aware that the content regarding
them has been uploaded online. In these cases, the modesty of women is outraged and in spite of
having provisions for the protection of one’s own privacy and human dignity, the system in our
country fails to ensure the protection which it guarantees just because the case is left unreported and
the victim is left to suffer.

Seventhly, these offences are not taken very seriously by the enforcement agencies. Usually
an attempt is done to avoid the litigation, compromise is tried and generally it is advised to girl to stay
out of this legal arena due to society norms of respect.

Eighthly, the major problem for legislation enforcement is identity of cyber stalker. Internet
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has provided anonymous cyber stalking. The stalker may be a former friend or lover or totally
stranger who met in chat room or simply a teenager playing a practical joke. It hardly needs stating
that the inability, to identify the source of harassment or threats, hinders police investigation.>?

Ninthly, there is no precise definition of cyber defamation.

Tenthly, by giving the broad coverage of internet and the rate of dissemination of information
on this platform, it is difficult to ascertain the extent of damage in any monetary value.

Conclusion and Suggestions

We live in a rapidly expanding and mushrooming era of technological advances coupled with
inscrutability and suspicion (leading onto heightening surveillance) due to which potential opportunities
for unwanted pursuing are greater. Cyber stalking, cyber voyeurism and cyber defamation has cheated
on the privacy of women. These offences are serious because of the impact they carry. They cause
adverse effect on the social psyche and public order. It is equally true that for a change in the
situation, we shall have to look upon the situation with new format and obsolete plans must be
discarded. A single agency will be unable to tackle this problem. All agencies shall have to work
together be it either society or law makers or enforcement agencies. Society needs a bid change in
its psychological order. This can be done through education. Youth in the colleges should be imparted
with the knowledge of equality. Parents should pay attention towards their wards and they should be
taught the lesson of women respect. If any such thing happens in the society, the society should give
up its “hooooh” expression, rather it should come forward to help the victim. This attitude will
encourage the victim to fight against such elements.
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Abstract

Marriage is considered as an auspicious ceremony, especially in Indian society. However,
marital suppression, male domination and domestic violence exists even today. The life of women
takes a topsy-turvy after marriage. The contribution of women in a family is indispensable. Women
are often treated as slaves, whose sole duty is to serve the family. However, women are always
taken for granted and their work goes unnoticed in the family. The unquestioning obedience of
women fuels the supremacy of men. The contemporary women have begun to rise against the
injustice and even consider breaking away from the marital bond to lead a happy and contented life.
The Indian author Preeti Shenoy gives a realistic depiction of marital bondage among Indian women
through her novel 7he Secret Wish List. The protagonist Diksha, who has endured her long suppressed
and miserable life, breaks away from it and begins a new and happy phase in her life. This paper
makes an attempt to study Shenoy’s novel through the radical feministic approach of American
radical writer and activist, Andrea Dworkin.

Key Words: Marital Suppression, Radical Feminism, Andrea Dworkin, Break up, New Life.

The present study examines the marital life and the gender bias involved in marital relationship
in the Indian author Preeti Shenoy’s 2012 novel The Secret Wish List. Indian society considers
marriage as an auspicious ceremony. In marital life, women are often suppressed and forbidden from
pursuing their dreams. In fact, the life of women takes topsy-turvy after their marriage. Though the
contribution of women in a family is indispensable, they are always taken for granted and their work
often goes unnoticed in the family. In addition to it, they are often treated as slaves, whose sole duty
is to serve the family. However, contemporary women have begun to rise against the injustice and
even consider breaking away from the marital bond to lead a happy and contented life.

Radical Feminism was a movement emerged in 1960s, that focuses to eliminate the dominion
of men in social and economic contexts. The radical feminists tend to explore the exploitation of
women on men. The patriarchal construction of the society attaches huge gain on men through the
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subordination of women. Contradictory personality traits are assigned to men and women, which
undeniably asserts the supremacy of men. The radical feminists challenge the unquestioning obedience
of women and voice out against oppression of women. The paper inculcates the radical feministic
approach through the theoretical framework of Andrea Dworkin. Andrea Dworkin was an eminent
American radical feminist writer and activist who has nearly thirty years of experience in feminist
writings. She has to her credit, two novels, nine non-fiction books and a collection of short stories.
She analyses the patriarchal society and re-evaluates the existing norms through her works. The
present study attempts to reveal how and why the protagonist Diksha in Shenoy’s The Secret Wish
List takes a bold attempt to break away from her marital relationship in the lens of Andrea Dworkin’s
revolutionary work Woman Hating.

Preeti Shenoy’s The Secret Wish List revolves around the ebb and flow of the character
Diksha. She has endured fifteen years of marital life with her insensitive husband, Sandeep.
Unexpectedly, her past boyfriend Ankit resurfaces in her life. Only when Ankit comes into her life,
Diksha feels complete. Sandeep rarely shares anything with Diksha. He belongs to the old school of
Indian practice who regards his wife as an object to satisfy his needs. All Sandeep wants when he
reaches home is to have dinner, watch television and intimacy with Diksha. As Simone De Beauvoir
states, “Even civilizations that ignore the father’s generative role demand that she be under the
protection of a husband; and she also has the function of satisfying the male’s sexual needs and
caring for the home” (503). On the other hand, Ankit has real concern and care for Diksha, who
even shares about his business with Diksha. Diksha finds a striking contrast between Sandeep and
Ankit and finally designs her life with the person she loves.

Parental support plays a significant role in one’s life, especially during the period of adolescence.
In that period, as a ramification of hormonal changes, one is certainly carried away by the opposite
gender. The feelings of love, attraction and infatuation are quite normal during this period. It is the
responsibility of the parents to understand it and guide them in a proper way. As Ackard points out,
“For youth, feeling connected to their families is an important anchor, and many do turn to parents for
information and guidance” (Ackard 59). But Diksha lacks the support and guidance of her parents,
when she is carried away by Ankit at the age of sixteen.

Diksha knows about Ankit in her school days as her brother Rohan’s friend. Ankit looks smart
and most of the girls get attracted towards him. Diksha’s friend Tanu writes an anonymous note in
Ankit’s note mentioning, “I really, really, really like you” (Shenoy 6). Ankit mistakes it to be Diksha
and confesses that he too likes her. From then, Diksha and Ankit had many meetings and they have
become more close in each meeting. Once when they went for an inter-school competition, Ankit
and Diksha met privately and kissed each other. But they were caught red-handed by their teachers
and especially Rohan, who details everything to their parents.

Diksha’s parents, instead of making her know what is wrong and what is right, criminalise her
and show terrible anger at her. They even sent her to an all women’s college in Kerala, where she is
keenly watched by her relatives. To top it all, her parents arranged a forced marriage with Sandeep
when she was in the second year of college. As Rao comments, “It (Marriage) involves emotional
and legal commitment that is quite important in any adult life” (34). But Diksha is drawn into the
marital life too early, that too forced by her parents. At first, Diksha thinks of marriage as a tool to
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escape from her victimising circumstances. However, Diksha is forced to taste the pungent flavours
of suppression, monotony and boredom in her post-marital life.

Marriage shuts the gates of autonomy for Diksha. After marriage, Diksha’s life is limited to
taking care of her family and is unable to think beyond the boundaries of her family needs. Unfortunately,
as a typical Indian homemaker, Diksha forgets to take care of herself and her desires. As Khanna
and Khatri comments, “She (Indian Housewife) keeps suppressing her wishes, her choices, her
happiness to make everyone else happy and satisfied. She mostly abides by the family rules, and
keeps everyone together, by keeping aside her individual identity” (259).

In the Indian scenario, women are adorned with supernatural powers and are worshipped as
Goddess like Lakshmi, Sarawsati, Kali, etc., in scriptures. Unfortunately, in practice it is quite the
opposite. In the patriarchal family structures, women are constantly dominated by men. Domestic
violence is prevalent in many households, that includes physical or mental abuse or even both. As
Singh says, “Though women today have proved themselves in almost every field, this gender based
discrimination and supremacy of men over women and henceforth domestic violence against women
is increasing day by day with every passing decade and continues till date with much greater frequency,
magnitude and varied nature.” (165).

Shenoy sketches Diksha as a typical Indian housewife, who blindly adapts herself to a pattern,
which prioritizes the needs of her family. However after a heart-to-heart conversation with her
cousin Vibha, Diksha realises the emptiness in her life. She gets weary of the authoritative and
unvarying nature of Sandeep. As Diksha asserts, “The tiny little things are not big enough to break
marriages and yet they are cracks that have been neglected. They stand out now like cacti on a
barren desert-scape that is my marriage” (Shenoy 27). With the courage achieved after her dilemma,
Diksha finally voices out to him about the growing discontentment in their marriage. No matter what,
the patriarchal construction in Sandeep does not permit to accept the faults on his side. So, he not
only blames Diksha but also succeeds in making her repent for voicing out her feelings against him.
As a result Diksha feels, “His little speech has crushed me like a ten-ton truck. All my newfound
bravery vanishes swiftly” (Shenoy 32). Silencing his wife acts as an armour for Sandeep to pursue
his uncaring attitude towards his family.

Sandeep is a workaholic, who never cares for the desires of Diksha. He denies even simple
pleasures of life such as eating out and going to a movie for Diksha and designs her schedule
according to his will. Diksha wishes to eat out and watch movies once in a while. But Sandeep is a
type of person who hates socialising and is against these things. In consonance with his programme,
Sandeep’s family has to spend every weekend in his mother’s house unfailingly. Though Diksha
detests it, she is left with no other option. Eventually, Diksha falls into the pattern and suppresses her
wishes. In Volga’s play 7he Six of Them, Volga portrays six female characters, who were of the
opinion, “We want not husband and wife relationship but companionship” (Volga 489). Even Diksha
longs to have a good companionship with her husband, but their spheres of life are contradictory.

Diksha’s son Abhay is unheard of father’s love. Sandeep neither cares about his activities nor
encourages him in his endeavours. In fact, Abhay who is nine years old is raised solely by Diksha.
Diksha takes care of the needs of Sandeep and Abhay but never gets a word of appreciation or
recognition from her husband. He is selfish and “as far as he is concerned, his needs must always
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come first” (Shenoy 148). Once Sandeep’s mother stays in their house due to her illness. She notices
all the happenings in the home and really worries for Diksha. She feels, “Sadly, my son is a selfish
idiot. I erred in raising him” (Shenoy 120).

When Diksha meets her cousin Vibha, she creates her wish list and Vibha urges to fulfill her
wishes. Out of her wish list, learning salsa seems to be easier and she joins a nearby salsa class. She
hides it from her husband, for she knows he will oppose it even if she informs. But when Sandeep
comes to know about it, his reaction is brutal. He suddenly bursts into the dance class, scolds Diksha
in foul language and even hits her instructor Gaurav. Diksha is so struck with his behaviour, that she
decides not to go to the salsa class anymore. In the fifteen years of marriage, learning salsa is the
only thing that Diksha initiated for herself. But that too is unacceptable and spoiled by Sandeep.
Diksha feels “so ashamed to be married to someone like Sandeep now” (Shenoy 189). Even then,
Diksha bears to live with Sandeep. As Dworkin points out, “...women live with those who oppress
them, sleep with them, have their children — we are tangled, hopelessly it seems, in the gut of the
machinery and way of life which is ruinous to us” (33).

Diksha does not think about developing an extramarital affair till her past boyfriend Ankit
resurfaces into her life. Diksha gets to know about her school friend Tanu and Ankit through a
reunion site. The moment Diksha meets Ankit, she feels “my life from now on is going to be different”
(Shenoy 173). They both hold their hands and Diksha “suddenly realise that holding hands is something
I have never done with Sandeep in all the years that we have been married” (Shenoy 174). Diksha
and Ankit are involved in lovemaking and Diksha always feels complete when she is with Ankit.

Ankit genuinely cares for Diksha and does not allow her to take a rickshaw. Both Tanu and
Ankit feels sorry for Diksha, concerning her imprisoned marital life. Once when Sandeep is out of
town, Diksha invites Ankit to her home. Abhay meets him as his mother’s school friend. Ankit is truly
interested in everything that Abhay says. Ankit appreciates Abhay as “a little genius” (Shenoy 208),
which Sandeep has never done. Abhay loves to spend time with Ankit. With Diksha, Abhay and
Ankit watching television together, Diksha “realise that this is something I have never experienced
with Sandeep — this feeling of completeness and contentment. This feeling of functioning as a single
team, of being a family unit, and experiencing the warmth only a family can bring” (Shenoy 209).

Diksha has lived her life according “to the diktats of my mother and of the society. [ have really
tried hard to make a happy life. Fact is, I do feel complete only with Ankit” (Shenoy 212). Diksha
feels lost and unworthy in her life with Sandeep. But life with Ankit creates meaning and makes her
life worth living. So, she decides to break away from her marital life with Sandeep and to unite with
Ankit, who really cares for her and Abhay. As Dworkin asserts, “In order to change convention,
women had to violate it. . . . There have also been, always, individual feminists- women who violated
the strictures of the female role, who challenged male supremacy, who fought for the right to work,
or sexual freedom, or release from the bondage of the marriage contract™ (19). In accordance with
it, for the first time, Diksha voices out her thoughts to Sandeep and expresses her love for Ankit.
Obviously, Sandeep’s reaction is harsh and he even calls up Diksha’s brother and her parents to sort
out the issue. Initially, they were all against her and are not convinced by her reasons. To her
surprise, her mother-in-law supports Diksha and even accepts that there are faults on the side of
Sandeep too. After this, her parents realise the depth of Diksha’s problems. Eventually, Diksha walks
out of her marriage and begins her happy life with Ankit, who also accepts Abhay as his son.
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Marriage is a bond created by two individuals. It is the responsibility of two persons to sustain
this bond. But when the bond turns into bondage and the male dominance overpowers, it creates a
rupture in the relationship. Dworkin pens, “The commitment to ending male dominance as the
fundamental psychological, political, and cultural reality of earth-lived life is the fundamental
revolutionary commitment. It is a commitment to transformation of the self and transformation of the
social reality on every level” (17). Even if a husband is too involved in his work, it is his duty to take
care of the needs and desires of his wife. Similarly, a wife should also take care of her family in a
fruitful manner. If it collapses, it may lead to serious consequences. In the novel, Diksha has endured
her depressing marital life for fifteen years. But when she reaches a saturation point, she commits to
end the supremacy of her husband and boldly breaks up her marriage to lead a contented life with
Ankit.
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Abstract

Banda is one of the fascinating and somewhat enigmatic figures of the eighteenth-century
history of India. After his brief and dramatic meeting with Guru Gobind Singh at Nander (Deccan),
Banda was sent to the North, with the mission of supplanting Mughal rule. In a short time, at the head
of the Khalsa warriors, he swept away the Mughal authority in parts of the provinces of Delhi and
Lahore. The non-Sikh writers of the early eighteenth century gave considerable space to Banda in
their accounts. This may safely be attributed to the political activities of Banda and his success in
holding power for some time.Banda Singh has been projected as a tyrant in the Persian sources. The
eighteenth-century Sikh works, on the other hand, present a different picture of Banda’s mission and
activity which too need to be viewed in a fresh perspective.

Banda met Guru Gobind Singh at Nander in the Deccan in September 1708. At the Guru’s
behest he moved to the North along with a few chosen Singhs. He was carrying the Guru’s
hukamnamas (orders) for the Khalsa which he dispatched after reaching the present Haryana area.
He was joined by the Khalsa in large numbers. After conquering a few places, in 1710 they conquered
and razed Sirhind, the sarkar headquarters under Wazir Khan. Banda appointed his own administrators,
issued a coin with regnal year one in 1710, and started issuing Aukamnamas (orders) under a new
seal. The coin and the seal attributed victory to Guru Nanak through Guru Gobind Singh, deriving
authority, thus, from the Gurus and God. More conquests were made in the Punjab plains, the trans-
Yamuna area was plundered, and the hill chiefs were made tributary. All this amounted to a direct
challenge to the Mughal authority in the provinces of Delhi and Lahore, even posing a threat to the
imperial capital. Two Mughal emperors, Bahadur Shah and Jahandar Shah, were unsuccessful against
the Sikhs. Under Farrukh Siyar, the Mughals finally succeeded in capturing Banda Singh and over
700 of his companions in December1715 after the prolonged siege of Gurdas Nangal. They were
taken to Delhi. In 1716 without a single exception, they chose martyrdom over accepting Islam.!

Writing in the second decade of the nineteenth century, Ratan Singh Bhangu, devoted 45
episodes of his Sri Guru Panth Prakash to Banda. Bhangu is known to be a strong critic of Banda
and, therefore, the space given to him is somewhat surprising. A careful reading of the text makes it
clear that Bhangu had great appreciation for what Banda was able to do. He says in fact that Banda
had not been properly treated by the Sikh writers. He deserved a better treatment
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Dhadi Nath Mal, who completed his Amarnamah a few days after Guru Gobind Singh’s
passing away in October 1708, was the first writer to take notice of Banda. The Amarnamah
consists of 146 couplets but we may recount the essential story very briefly. Nath Mal refers to a
mendicantof hot temper who used to live in Nander on the bank of the Godavari river; he had under
his control some spirits of the wilderness; his heart was devoid of love; and his head was full of pride.
On the day of the solar eclipse in 1708, Guru Gobind Singh visited Banda’s deraand, in his absence,
ordered his goats to be slaughtered. When Banda saw this, he was furious but remained helpless
against the Guru. He collected the Hindus of Nander and made a representation to the emperor. In
the imperial court Guru Gobind Singh exposed the irrational belief of the Hindus with regard to the
cause of the solar eclipse and the people went back to their homes rather deflated. Banda fell at the
feet of Guru Gobind Singh and begged for mercy. Guru Gobind Singh sent him to the Punjab with five
Singhs.? There is no mention of the purpose for which Banda was sent to the Punjab.

In the Chaupa Singh Rahitnama, Dalla Brar asks Guru Gobind Singh who would guide the
Sikhs now. All the four Sahibzadas (sons of Guru Gobind Singh) had died, and the ‘Turks” were
hostile towards the Sikhs. Guru Gobind Singh tells Dalla that Guruship was ordained by God for ten
persons only, and he proposed to vest Guruship in the Khalsa and the Shabad. Under divine protection
he would empower the sparrows to kill the hawks, and the power of the ‘“Turks’ would be shattered.
‘I will send a bandafor revenge’. He explained further that this Banda would be a sadh, and he
would make himself manifest exactly nine months and nine days after the passing away of Guru
Gobind Singh. Eventually, the rule of the Panth would be established.*

In Koer Singh’s Gurbilas Patshahi 10, Guru Gobind Singh orders Banda to perform the task
fearlessly. Banda became a Sikh of the Guru and he was given weapons to bear. Four brave warriors
(bir) were placed under his control. Banda was to take revenge for the death of the Sahibzadas with
the support of the Singhs who were well versed in the use of arms. Banda was authorized by the
Guru, and he fought battles as he pleased. He became somewhat proud of his success and infringed
the rahit (the prescribed Sikh way of life). The support he had received from the Guru was
automatically withdrawn, resulting in the loss of power by Banda, and his death.’In his briefreference
to Banda, Sukha Singh in his Gurbilas Patshahi Dasmi mentions Baj Singh as the person who led
the Singh volunteers in support of Banda. They were provided with drums and standards, and the
Guru’s order to them was to ‘fight everyday against the Turks’.®

In his Bansavalinama, Kesar Singh Chhibber says Guru Gobind Singh discussed the question
of Gurship with Kalikdas, a Brahman placing before him the whole case. Guru Nanak had thought of
ten Gurus, and there was a threat from the mlechh. They had to be destroyed. A new Panth was to
be created for the purpose. Kalikdas said that the situation called for a *charanjit’ who had established
his headquarters in the South. Guru Gobind Singh said that he knew that the ‘charanjit’ would fight
against the mlechhon his behalf.” The ‘charanjit’ was no other person than the Bairagi who was to
become Banda. Chhibber explains later, a ‘charanjit’ was not an ordinary human being.

Chhibber says further that in the time of Bahadur Shah, Guru Gobind Singh discussed the
question with Diwan Sahib Chand, Dharam Chand, Darbari, Gharbari, Guru’smaternal uncle and
Nand Chand. It was an urgent matter. Guru Gobind Singh mentioned a Bairagi sadh, the detached
‘charanjit’, a renunciate, who could bear the burden of Guruship, if persuaded. They agreed with
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Guru Gobind Singh. Therefore, he went to meet the Bairagi in his Thakurdwara with four Sikhs and
asked them to put a cot at a spot where the Bairagi sadh used to sit. The Guru sat on cot and pressed
it so that it could not be turned upside down. The Bairagi came and sat before him. They talked
without anyone else being present with them. At last, the Bairagi stood up and fell at the feet of the
Guru. He took pahul (initiation) of the double-edged sword and became a Singh. He had agreed to
take up the burden. Having settled the issue, Guru Gobind Singh went to Burhanpur.?

There is a separate chapter on ‘Banda Sahib’ in Chhibber’s Bansavalinama, Guru Gobind
Singh had persuaded him to accept the burden of the duties of the Guru (without holding the office
formally). Chhibber gives a brief account of the way in which Banda enlisted the support of the Sikh
transporters and traders. He was called ‘Guru Banda Sahib’ or ‘Guru Sahib Banda’ by many a Sikh.
He won a number of battles, including the one against Wazir Khan. Chhibber underlines that a true
Sikh must avenge himself on the individuals who had harmed the Sikhs in any way. Graves were dug
and tombs were destroyed. For Chhibber, Banda stood distinguished from all the Sikhs for his persistence
in taking revenge and staking his own life in its pursuit.”

Sadhaura was conquered and set on fire; corpses were taken out of graves and burnt. The
Sikh armies increased, and ‘Guru Banda Sahib’ became manifest to all. It was believed that he had
the blessings of Guru Gobind Singh. It was rumoured in fact that the Bairagi Banda had been given
Guruship. Sirhind was conquered and burnt; the women folk and relatives of the Puri Khatri Sucha
(Suchanand, the peshkar) were tortured and plundered. Thus, he reaped what he had sown. It was
well known that sons were punished for the sins of their fathers, and fathers for the sins of their sons.
Here Chhibber quotes Kabir and refers to other pothis and granths on this point. He praises Banda
Bairagi for risking his life to take revenge. ‘No Sikh did this’.

Bahadur Shah sent his messenger to Banda to tell him that the emperor was a servant of Guru
Gobind Singh but who was Banda? Was he authorized by the Guru? Banda said, ‘the sword is the
same but in different scabbard’. He was fighting on behalf of Guru Gobind Singh and in accordance
with his command.

According to Chhibber, Banda kept on telling the Singhs to protect the poor, discard sin, and act
according to their dharam. Also, they should take revenge, destroy the mlechh, and demolish the
structures over their graves. They acquired raj (rule) but sat quietly at their places. Bahadur Shah
left them alone with deference to Guru Gobind Singh. Whereas Banda remained detached (nirlep),
the Singhs in power indulged in misdeeds. Chhibber gives the account of a Sikh faujdar who persisted
in injustice and who was blown by guns by Banda’s order. Indeed, Banda underscored the duty of
justice for aruler ‘if you call yourselves Sikhs of Guru Gobind Singh, do not indulge in sin, adharam,
and injustice’.

Chhibber presents the fall of Banda as a punishment for the sins of those Sikhs who exercised
power according to their own whims and not in accordance with what Guru Gobind Singh had
commanded. The Panth consisted of ‘four parts’, three of which were responsible to the Guru,
whereas the fourth was accountable to Dharam Rai. The Sikhs were brought before the Guru and
‘asikhs’ were sent to Dharam Rai. They had to account for their unjust acts. Farrukh Siyar ascended
the throne and his wazir Shams Khan attacked the Singhs under Banda. He was defeated. More
armies were sent against the Sikhs. Eventually, they were besieged in Gurdaspur. What Banda had
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been saying all the time now became true. Gurdaspur became a crucible (kuthali) for the Sikhs.
They were punished for their sins. ‘Banda Sahib’ allowed himself to be captured because he too had
eaten raj-dhan. The Sikhs captured from Gurdaspur were taken to Delhi, along with 700 carts of
Sikh heads. Pillars of Sikh heads were constructed on the way to Lahore and Delhi. At Delhi, five
Sikhs were taken out of the prison every day and executed in the Chandni Chowk. They who
remained steadfast in their faith had become Rajas. Banda confessed before Farrukh Siyar that he
had received punishment for what he had done. *You will also reap what you sow’. Banda gave his
head but did not give up his faith. He did not really die. He was a ‘charanjit’ who could assume any
form.

In the Mahima Prakash of Sarup Das Bhalla, the first reference to Banda occurs in Guru
Gobind Singh’s conversation with a Jat Sikh woman when he had left Talwandi Sabo (Damdama) for
the South. She could not understand, she said, why the Guru was not thinking of revenge for the
death of Sahibzadas. Guru Gobind Singh asked her to draw lines on the dust and then to delete them.
He asked the old lady if she had felt any pain over obliteration of the lines. She said ‘of course, no’.
Guru Gobind Singh likened the death of human beings to the obliteration of lines drawn on dust (in the
design of the universe). Nevertheless, he said that he would send ‘a banda’ to take revenge.

Guru Gobind Singh’s meeting with the BairagiMadho Das (Banda) is described in another
sakhi. When Madho Das saw that his cot remained still after Guru Gobind Singh sat on it, he was
surprised and submitted to the Guru immediately. Guru Gobind Singh said that, since Madho Das had
become a Banda of Akal Purkh he would send Banda to the Punjab. Banda said that he would start
his own Panth. Guru Gobind Singh told him that his Sikhs would not allow Banda to harm the Khalsa
Panth in any way. Banda was instructed to remain a celibate. Otherwise, he would be thrown into a
crucible (kuthali) to melt like gold. Baba Binod Singh and Baba Kahn Singh, the father and the son,
and both Trehan Sahibzadas (descendants of Guru Angad), and Singhs like Baj Singh who had taken
pahul from the Guru, were sent with Banda. Guru Gobind Singh gave five arrows to Banda from his
own quiver to be used in crises. With these, Banda left for the Punjab.!!

In the sakhi on Banda, Bhalla refers to the sack of Sirhind, massacre of thousands of the
mlechh, conquest of Banur and Batala, use of the arrows given by Guru Gobind Singh in the battle
with Wazir Khan, and the establishment of Banda’s rule. After some time, Banda got married and
had a son. The Guru’s injunction of remaining celibate was thus set aside, and Banda had to suffer
for it. He was besieged in ‘Lohgarh’. Baba Kahn Singh and Baba Binod Singh were also with him.
Banda turned away from the Guru due to ignorance and pride. He began to talk of getting married
into a noble family. In the rest of the sakhi, the larger part, is given to Baba Binod Singh leaving
Banda and Baba Kahn Singh being rescued from imprisonment. Baj Singh also figures prominently in
this part. Banda is left hanging in the sakhi as a bemukh (who had turned away from the Guru).!2
Bhalla’s account, clearly hostile to Banda, was based on oral information collected from the Amritsar
region, especially current among the Bhalla descendants of Guru Amar Das.

Banda figures in four sakhis of another work called Guru Kian Sakhian by Svarup Singh
Kaushish. During Guru Gobind Singh’s visit to his dera, Mahant Jait Ram (a successor of Dadu)
warned Guru Gobind Singh against a visit to the place of Madho Das who had wild spirits under his
control. He showed respect to visitors by seating them on his cot but only to get it turned upside down
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by the spirits under his control to make fun of his victims. Guru Gobind Singh said that he had some
important business with Madho Das, and he was determined to meet the Bairagi whom he had met
for the first time at Kankhal.!3

At Nander, Guru Gobind Singh had a meeting with Madho Das on the day of the solar eclipse.
Before Madho Das returned to his dera, Guru Gobind Singh had ordered the slaughter of a deer, a
goat, and two lambs for the /angar (community meal). Lunia Siddh, the Guru of Madho Das, had told
him at one time that a Raj-Jogi would come to his derato deprive him of his power, make him a
disciple, and then enhance his power. On meeting Guru Gobind Singh, Madho Das said ‘where was
the need of killing those animals, and that too at a dera of Vaishnav sadhs?” Guru Gobind Singh said
that Madho Das had met him at Hardwar in a group of sadhs headed by the Jogi Aughar Nath.
Madho Das now recognized Guru Gobind Singh. !4

Guru Gobind Singh told Madho Das that his animals had been killed to awaken his conscience.
In the country as a whole hundreds of innocent people were losing their lives through oppression and
Madho Das was not bothered about them. Madho Das said, ‘I am your banda’. He was keen to
serve any great cause. Guru Gobind Singh told Banda that it was difficult to follow the Guru’s path of
love and sacrifice. Madho Das reassured the Guru that he had become a true slave of his door. On
the day following Madho Das was given pahul of the double-edged sword prepared by Guru Gobind
Singh with the help of Daya Singh and others. Guru Gobind Singh put the Sks on Madho Das and he
became ‘Banda Singh’ bearing a shield, a sword and a spear. The Bairagi became a Singh. He was
made Jathedar of the Panth and sent to Madar Des with 5 Singhs: Koer Singh, Baj Singh, Binod
Singh, and both Kahn Singhs. Banda Singh was told to request the five for ardas in all crises. Guru
Gobind Singh gave Banda Singh a sword, a seal, five arrows, and a nishan sahib before sending him
towards the Punjab with Naik Bhagwant Singh. 13

In Retrospect

All the writers agree that Banda Singh was commissioned by Guru Gobind Singh to go to the
Punjab to lead the Khalsa in revolt against the Mughal authorities. Some of the writers explicitly
states that he was initiated through khande ki pahul and made a Singh. Evidently, he was bound by
the Khalsa rahit, a special injunction was to remain celibate. His purpose was to take revenge,
shatter the Mughal power, and establish Sikh rule. At the same time, the Sikh writers of the eighteenth
century look upon Banda Singh as a failure, and attribute this failure to infringement of the rahit or
the injunction of celibacy. The only exception is Kesar Singh Chhibber. He admires ‘Banda Sahib’
for three main reasons: Banda Singh took revenge, he ensured justice, and he died as a martyr.
Significantly, all Sikh writers look upon Banda as commissioned for a certain purpose on certain
terms, and they judge him in that framework. They regardBanda Singh’s activity as a projection of
Guru Gobind Singh’s intentions. Significantly, a contemporary Rahitnama called the Nasihatnama
suggests that ‘sovereignty for the Khalsa was conceived by Guru Gobind Singh’.16
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Abstract

The present research paper highlights the factual world and stylistic approach of John Keats,
one of the greatest poets of the romantic era. Keats frequently associated love and pain both in life
and in his poetry. He constantly unites different senses in one image. The fundamental force behind
his poetry was his power to apply thoughts to every facet of life. In “Ode to a Nightingale” the
speaker returns to the real world because he finds the bird’s world dissatisfying. He longed for the
world of perpetual delight but at the end he embraced the natural, finite world. Actually, the study is
based upon an in-depth stylistic analysis of the poem “Ode to a Nightingale” by John Keats. Keats is
measured to be the romantic of all romantics. The concepts of truth and idea of beauty are the
idiosyncratic features of Keats’ poetry, which differentiate him from even his peers. For him loveliness
is precious in itself.

Key words: Interpretation, factual World, Stylistic Approach, Poem, Ode to a Nightingale,
John Keats.

Introduction

John Keats was a great English poet and one of the youngest poets of the romantic moment
who was born in London on 31 October 1795, the eldest of Thomas and Frances Jennings Keats’s
four children. He succeeded in the coming one of the greatest English poets at the age of Twenty
Five only. Keats found relief and refuge in literature and art. The themes of Keats” works were love,
loveliness, happiness, nature, melody and the humanity of humanism. Keats” enunciation is extremely
connotative. His writing method is featured by sensual descriptions and enclosed a lot of poetic
devices such as alliteration, personification, assonance, metaphors and consonance. The genuine
world is an completely different storey and it is stands on events that occur on the ground. Ideal
world is designed by a person in a mode of comfort but the factual world deviates from the ideal
sense depending on the local importance. The real world is our hope and the world is definite. Keats
has left behind numerous stunning odes.

Review of Related Literature:

1. Inthe words of Sanjai Kumar and Dr. Suman Singh (2012) the recurring images, feelings and
concepts in the first six odes composed in 1810, echo and enforce one another. Keats had
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observed the death of most of his family members when he was moderately young; As a
result, for him any death or misfortune was simply a bad vision that was to end finally.

2. Inthe words of Soria Sikka (1998), Keats’ poetry is based upon the understanding of the divine
and eternal attractiveness behind the curtain of division, loss, conflict, misfortune and death.
Behind this dark and depressing actuality stands the truth in which these forms of flaw are
healed and resolved.

3. In the words of Mukesh Kumar (2014) Keats was a great poet; his mission of the beauty was
never distorted by the theories.

4. According to Yi Hsuan Tso (2011). Keats’ poetry generates a dreamlike deceptive world
through which the reader not only provisionally escape from the frets of reality, but also
experiences a minute that lifts the reader’s mind to a higher stage of tranquil arbitration.

5. Inthe words of Lodge, Stylistics uses a more precise comprehensive and objective approach
of highlighting style than the impressionistic generalizations of traditional criticism. Hence,
stylistics is a specific and deviant use of language to recognize the factual and concealed
purposes of the writer.

Statement of the Problem

There are lots of researches on John Keats” poems. But the depiction of factual world and
Stylistic Approach of the Poem “Ode to a Nightingale” by John Keats is of great value.

Objectives of the Study
The very objectives of the study are:
To study the factual world of the poem “Ode to Nightingale™.
2. To analyze the stylistic approach of the poem “Ode to Nightingale™.

To highlight the combined influence of the formation of the poem, for its artistic excellence and
as a sign of loveliness.

Research Methodology

Within the boundary and procedures of factual world and stylistic investigation, the opaque
method of the poem is intensely explored to foreground the unseen intentions of the poet. The
symbolic language, highly rich and sumptuous imagery, idealistic allusions, a mixture of sound patterns
and even the general formation of the poem make it a perfect piece of art. However, the methodology
is to dissect all the devices implied for sensitive and symbolic reason. Even the choices of devices
embedded in the structure as a perfect and balanced piece of art; represent the pure idea of loveliness.
Therefore, the methods of profound stylistic analysis will help to dissect the choices for their useful
reason.

Concept of Factual World and Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats

Factual world is information that exclusively deals with facts. Factual world is short and non-
explanatory. The best place to find truthful information is in knowledge and understanding. The main
themes like Death, immortality, humanity and poetic imaginations are some of the major themes of
this ode. Keats says that death is an inescapable occurrence. Poet John Keats paints it in both
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unenthusiastic and optimistic ways. Question is how is the world of humans diverse from the world
of the immortal bird nightingale? If we look at the fourth stanza, we can observe that world of the
Nightingale is analysed as a fantastical place of enchantment with the “Queen-Moon™ on her throne
and “Clustered around by all her starry Fays.” In contrast to the life of humans, the Nightingale
“wast not born for death”.

Idea of Stylistic Approach and Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats

A Stylistics method is how to look for and take stylistic aspects. Idea of stylistic approach is
taught to recognize what makes the language of literature different from everyday language. The
real idea of Stylistics is that a stylistic option has an ‘effect’ and that it should be likely to understand
the causal relation between that stylistic choice and that effect. The sensuousness, overall formation
of the poem, imagery, metaphorical language, romantic allusions, and various sound patterns prove it
to be an unprecedented works of John Keats. The stylistic method is used to separate all the stylistic
facets for emotive and pictorial aims to clarify this poem. John Keats’s diction is highly connotative.
John Keats writing style is characterized by sensual imagery and contains many poetic devices such
as alliteration, embodiment, verse, metaphors and consonance. All of these structural work together
to generate rhythm and music in his poems.

Results and Discussion

“Ode to a Nightingale” reveals the highest creative powers of the poet. The song of the
Nightingale moves from the Poet to the depth of his heart and generates numbness and while he
hears the song, he is embraced by the sweetness of his happiness and becomes so extreme that it
changes into a kind of enjoyable ache. John Ketas is filled with a desire to flee from world of caring
to the world of gorgeous place of the world. Keats commemorates the bird by thinking of the race of
it as the sign of universal and undying melodic tone. The worldwide and everlasting tone has comforted
human beings embittered by life and misfortunes by opening the casement of the remote, supernatural,
religious, perpetual and idyllic. The poet is longing for the creative experience of an imaginatively
perfect world and is focusing to escape from the realism and knowledge the ideal rather than
complement one with the other. John Keats develops a dialectic by partaking both the states- the
anxious here of man and the glad there of the Nightingale and serves as an arbitrator between two.
Keats makes creative flight into the ideal world but accept the realities of life despite its fury and the
poet soars high with his wings of poesy into the world of thoughts and ideal contentment. The
moment consciousness makes him land on the grounds of reality and he bids farewell to the ideal
bird. No one can escape into the perfect world everlastingly. Creative minds can have a brief flight
into the imaginary world. However, ultimately one has to return to the genuine world and must
believe the actuality. In the first stanza, the poet John Keats directs his words to the Nightingale and
says that its sweet song has given him so great joy that there is an ache in his heart and thinks a sort
of drowsiness as if he had taken a dose of hemlock or opiate. The pain in his heart is not due to envy
of'its joyful lot.

My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains
My sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk,
Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains

One minute past, and Lethe-wards had sunk:
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Tis not through envy of thy happy lot,

But being too happy in thine happiness,—
That thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees
In some melodious plot

Of beechen green, and shadows numberless,
Singest of summer in full-throated ease.

Major Findings of the Study

A main concern in “Ode to a Nightingale™ is Keats’s insight of the conflicted scenery of human
life, i.e., the inner connection or combination of pain or joy, intensity of emotion or numbness or lack
of sentiment, life or death, mortal or immortal, the actual or the principle, and separation or link. The
Nightingale is a sign of loveliness, immortality, and liberty from the world’s difficulties. Nightingales
are known for singing in the nighttime, hence the name. First starting from “Ode to Nightingale”
which is a Keats” ode influenced by Greek legends, Nightingale is a sign of loveliness, immortality
and freedom from the miserable and tiresome world. John Keats obsessed by its beauty and joy and
wishes to escape to the world of the forest so that he may be free from the doubts and sorrows of
daily human existence. In the fourth stanza, one can observed that the world of the nightingale is
highlighted as a fantastical place of enchantment with the “Queen-Moon” on her throne and “Clustered
around by all her starry Fays.” In contrast to the existence of humans, the nightingale “wast not born
for death” “I couldn’t name”, says Bridges, “an English poem of the same extent which contains so
much beauty as this ode.” The poetic method of John Keats reaches its climax in this ode. John
Keats is recognized for the lively use of imagery in his poetry, At least twenty paintings have been
rendered as a result of his significant descriptions. John Keats’ poem “Ode to a Nightingale” is
completion of sensitive shape of speeches, and sensuous imagery which give emotional and symbolic
excellence to his poetry.

The Nightingale has traditionally been connected with humanity. The important myth of Philomela
turned into a nightingale after being raped and tortured, stresses depressed and sufferings linked with
love.

Conclusion

“Ode to a Nightingale” is a famous poem both in its extremely imaginative formation, its keen
vulnerability to the beauty, and its mood of despondence thought of existence, its fervent expression
and over all its noble and ideal implementation. However, as a whole it truly affirms the importance
of the ideal. It is regarded as one of the great works of not only John Keats, but also, as the high
watermark in romantic poetry and affirms Keats’ idea of loveliness which is to be worshiped in itself
and not for any truth-seeking reason. The Poet highlights on the instant feelings and failings. All the
emotive and symbolic devices, the formation of the poem, and even the bird with its song represent
pure and imaginative loveliness which is the basic conception of Keats’s poetry. John Keats came to
know that the type of mind he pursued was a false lure, insufficient to the needs of the real world and
in the end; he traded the visionary for the naturalized mind and embracing experience. His thought is
a means to understand existence, a means of quest for the fact and attractiveness and the most
dependable mode of experience and insight.



Interpretation of Factual World and Stylistic Approach of the Poem... 67

References

1. Kumar M (2014). Negative Capability and Poetic Vision. International Journal of the Research.

2. Kumar S, Singh Suman (2012). AFew Lines on the Odes of John Keats. International Journal of Scientific
Research and Publication.

3. Shrestha, Roma. (2013) “Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats: Summary and Analysis.” Bachelorand
Master.

4. Sikka Soria (1998). On the Truth of Beauty Nietzsche, Heidegger, Keats. University of OHawa.

Stillinger, Jack. (1968) Tiwentieth-Century Interpretations of Keats'Odes: A Collection of Critical Essays,
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall.

aa



Dr. Saroj Kumar ATISHAY KALIT

Assistant Professor Vol. 9, Pt. B
Central University of South Bihar Sr. 16, 2022
Gaya, Bihar ISSN : 2277-419X

Role of Medium of Instruction in the Enrolment of Higher
Education in India

Abstract

The study tries to find out if the medium of instruction used in school has any bearing on
whether or not a student is admitted to reputed higher education in India. The research was carried
out at the Central University of South Bihar (CUSB), Gaya (a case). The convenience sampling
approach was used to sample 332 students for the study. The information was gathered using a
closed-ended questionnaire and analysed using SPSS. According to the findings, the medium of
instruction has a considerable impact on university admissions. According to the data, around 71
percent of university students received secondary education in English medium schools.

Keywords: Language planning, medium of instruction, multilingualism, English language. NEP
2020

Introduction

The NEP 2020 emphasises the importance of home language/mother-tongue in education,
particularly in school education. It suggests the use of home language/mother-tongue in school education
primarily because many studies conducted in this area indicate the advantages of home language/
mother-tongue in early education. The other reason for this emphasis is that after adopting the three
language formula in 1950s, studies found a decline in the number of languages used as a medium of
instruction in India (Srinivasa Rao, 2008; Meganathan, 2011). There are other probable causes, but
one that is worth mentioning, is the need to preserve and develop Indian languages in order to
preserve the nation’s linguistic and cultural diversity.

In India, the medium of education has long been a sensitive issue. It is now more of a political
matter than an academic one. There have always been two perspectives on it: one that is practical
and the other that is theatrical. It is a well-known truth in India that English as a medium of instruction
is more popular among educated, affluent urban people and that has extended vividly to rural areas in
the last two decades. People are aware of the advantages of adopting English as a medium of
instruction for better career prospects in the future. The National Curriculum Framework — 2005
stipulates, “The level of introduction of English has now become a matter of political response to
people’s aspirations rendering almost irrelevant an academic debate on the merits of very early
introduction” (quoted in NCERT: 01). It is interesting to know whether English as a medium of
instruction at school levels gives any advantage to the students in getting admission to premier
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educational institutions or not. Getting an opportunity to enroll in a good higher educational institution,
particularly in any central government funded educational institutions, is one of the key things to have
good career prospects in India. In such a case, it is interesting to know the economic, social and
academic background of the students who get admission to such premier higher educational institutions.
The present study is an effort to understand whether the medium of instruction at school level plays
any significant role in getting admission to these institutions or not. In order to understand the general
tendency and directionality of medium of instruction vis-a-vis enrolment in premier higher educational
intuitions, the researcher has selected one premier university as a case; CUSB.

Methodology

The present study uses a case study research design, and its strategy is quantitative. 332 (196
Male and 136 Female) students from undergraduate, postgraduate, and Ph. D. programs were sampled
with the help of the ‘convenience sampling method’ for the study (Bryman, 174). The data was
collected with the help of close-ended questionnaire. The questionnaire was administered with the
help of Google Form. The collected data was scrutinized and quantified in a spreadsheet. The data
were analyzed with the help of IBM-SPSS.

Discussion

The frequency analysis of the data shows that out of 332 students, 214 (64.5%) got their
primary education in English medium and 118 (35.5%) in Hindi or a regional language medium. The
percentage of English medium students increases slightly when we look at the data for medium of
instruction at the secondary level. The percentages of English medium and Hindi or regional languages
medium are 72.6 and 27.4 respectively. As far as the medium of instruction at the senior secondary
level is concerned, the percentage of the students who studied in schools where the medium of
instruction is Hindi or regional languages is the least (20.5%). It means some of the students who
studied in Hindi or regional languages medium shifted to English medium schools during their school
education. At the same time, there is no evidence that the students who studied in the English
medium schools shifted to the schools where the medium of instruction is Hindi or regional languages.
The average percentage of English medium students and Hindi or regional language medium of all

Medium of Instruction at Primary Level

Percent

English Hindi & Other Regional Languages

Medium of Instruction at Primary Level

Graph No. 1.1
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the three-level would be 72.2 and 27.8 respectively. The data clearly indicates that those who study
in English medium schools share 72.2% of seats in the university. The mentioned data can be understood
better with the help of the following graphs.

Medium of Instruction at Secondary Level

Percent

English Hindi & Other Regional Languages

Medium of Instruction at Secondary Level

Graph No. 1.2

Medium of Instruction at Senior Secondary Level

Percent

o

English Hindi & Other Regional Languages

Medium of Instruction at Senior Secondary Level

Graph No. 1.3

According to Nagarajan (2021), about 26% of students study in schools where the medium of
instruction is English in India. [t means about 74% of students study in schools where the medium of
instruction is either Hindi or regional languages. The majority of the students in Central University of
South Bihar (the case for the study) come from the states like Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and
Odisha. In these states, the percentage of students who study in English medium schools is far below
than the national average. For example, only 10% of students study in English medium schools in
Bihar and 5.6% in West Bengal. As we have seen in the analysis when it comes to the admission of
premier higher educational institutions, the students who study in Hindi or regional language medium
have a significant disadvantage. There is a possibility that they are unable to score good marks in the
entrance examination. Another reason for low enrolment could be because those who study in Hindi
or a regional language medium are less likely to pursue higher education or apply to prestigious
universities.
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Now we will look to determine if
gender, program, and student categories
have anything to do with the medium of
instruction. The first null hypothesis is that
there is no significant difference between
the gender of the respondents and their
medium of instruction at the school level.
In order to test this null hypothesis, let us
go for the Chi-square test result. The p-
Value for primary, secondary and senior
secondary levels are 0.698, 0.530, and
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0.64 respectively. All the three p values are greater than the Alpha value. Therefore, it can be said
that the Chi-square test result confirms the null hypothesis. It means gender does not have any
significant relationship to the medium of instruction of the students at school level. The following
graphs can be seen for further understanding.
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The other independent Bar Chart
variable for the study is program nstctomat
levels (Undergraduate, Post- m i & s Regn
graduate, and M. Phil./Ph. D.). The
null hypothesis is that the program
levels of the students do not have
any statistically significant
relationship to the medium of
instruction of the students at the ns i . M
school level. The p-value for all Program
three levels 1s 0.003, 0.000, and Graph No. 3.1
0.059 respectively. It means the p
values for primary and secondary level is less than the Alpha value, whereas at the senior secondary
level the p-value is more than the Alpha value. The data shows that the null hypothesis is rejected and
the alternate hypothesis is accepted for medium of instruction at the primary and secondary level, but
the null hypothesis is accepted for senior secondary level. It means there is a statistically significant
difference between program levels and medium of instruction at primary and secondary but there is
F— no statistically significant difference
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is a significant association between
program levels and medium of
@ instruction at primary and secondary
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The above data can be interpreted in multiple ways. As the data shows, the number of English
medium students starts decreasing and the number of Hindi medium students starts increasing when
we move from undergraduate to research level. One possibility is that the students who come from
English medium schools, they get job opportunities earlier, and they do not go for further higher
education and research. The other interpretation is that the students who come from Hindi or regional
language medium schools have an interest in research and further higher education.

The next null hypothesis is that there is no statistically significant difference between the
categories (UR, EWS, OBC, SC & ST) of the students and their medium of instruction at the school
level. The p values of Chi-square test for all three groups are 0.003, 0.001, and 0.047 respectively.
The p values in all the levels here are less than the Alpha value. It means the null hypothesis is
rejected and the alternate hypothesis is accepted. There is strong evidence that there is a statistically
significant difference between the categories of the students and their medium of instruction at
primary and secondary levels. However, in the case of medium of instruction at the senior secondary
level, there is less strong evidence since the difference between the p-value and Alpha value is less.
Let us look at the following graphs for more details.

At the primary level, the graphs show that 74.2% and 71.8% of the students of Unreserved
and EWS categories respectively come from English medium schools. In the case of OBC, SC, and
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If we look at the graph of the senior secondary level, the results are similar for general, EWS,
and OBC but different for SC and ST. Here we can observe that more students come from English
medium schools in the case of SC and ST too. One of the reasons behind this difference is that in
Bihar and a few other states senior secondary classes were used to/ are still run in colleges and for
science subjects more students prefer English as their medium of instruction (particularly for reading
textbooks and writing examinations). One thing can be easily noticed that at the senior secondary
level, the gap of percentage between English medium and Hindi or regional language medium has
increased. It shows a similar pattern as we have seen in the case of other independent variables.

Findings

The study reveals that roughly 72% of students enrolled in the Central University of South
Bihar have completed their school education in English medium schools. If the result of the study is
generalized in the Indian context, it demonstrates that a substantial number of Indian students who
attend Hindi or regional language medium schools have a lower chance of being admitted to prestigious
higher education institutions. According to the data, their representation in such institutions is fairly
minimal.

The study tries to test three independent variables (gender, program, and categories) and their
impact on the medium of instruction of the respondents at the school level. The study suggests that
gender does not have any statistically significant relation to the medium of instruction of the students.
However, male respondents slightly more go to English medium school than those of their female
counterparts. Another finding of the study is that there is a significant drop in the percentage of
students who come from English medium schools if we move from undergraduate to M. Phil./Ph. D.
level. The study suggests that in SC and ST categories, more students come from Hindi or regional
medium schools in the university.

Recommendations

A survey could be conducted to know why the students who study in Hindi or regional languages
medium schools have significantly low representation in premier higher educational institutions. To
overcome this gap, the government (both state and central) must formulate policies. It appears that
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there is an urgent need to improve the quality of education in schools where Hindi or regional languages
are used as the medium of teaching. The government has to devise measures both for the dropout of
such students and improve the quality of school education so that students coming from Hindi or
regional languages medium schools can have better representation in premier higher educational
nstitutions.
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Abstract

The main focus of higher education institutes is to develop necessary hard skills among the
students. It is universally accepted that only ‘hard skills’ are not sufficient to make our students
employable in the globalized world. Students must have effective communication skills, leadership
qualities, decision making abilities, positive attitude, assertiveness, team spirit and so many other
qualities which are part of ‘soft skills’/ ‘life skills’. OQur students can get good marks in written
examinations. The lack of confidence and communication skills hinders their performance in the
‘Interviews’. Therefore, while designing the curriculum, year-wise topics related to soft skills must
be introduced in the syllabus. Taking into account the expectations from multi-national companies
(MNCs) and business offices, the planning should be made to impart basic soft skills among the
students. In the present research paper, an attempt is made to focus on a few soft skills/ life skills
which can help students to enrich employable skills required for making career in 215 century.
Organizing workshops on “Soft Skills Development’ is one of the ways of acquainting students with
necessary soft skills.

Key Words: Soft Skills, 1Q, EQ, Employable Skills.

I. Introduction

Skilled human resources with necessary soft skills have thousands of career opportunities in
the rapidly changing world scenario. Higher education institutes manufacture thousands of degree
holders every year. Unfortunately, the ratio of number of graduates and employability is very high.
There are different reasons. Students’ soft skills can increase their employability. Basic soft skills
like communication skills, positive attitude, self-confidence, assertiveness, leadership qualities, decision-
making abilities, interpersonal skills, professional ethics and team-spirit can increase the employability
of the students. Soft skills/ life skills play crucial role in developing employable skills among the
students. The present research article is an attempt to focus on significance of soft skills/ life skills in
enhancing employability of the graduates.

I.1. Objectives
The objectives of the present research can be stated as below:

1. To highlight major soft skills/ life skills required for enhancing employability of the students.
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2. Todevelop employable skills among the students through workshops on soft skills.
3. Tomake a comprehensive statement on importance of soft skills/ life skills in achieving success
in life.
2. Material and Methods
In order to achieve the above stated objectives, the following material and methods are employed:
The online survey of soft skills acquired and developed by the UG students was conducted.
A group of students was finalized for online soft skills development workshop.

According to the need of the students, a “Ten Days Online Soft Skills Development Workshop®
was conducted. Experts in different subject areas were invited to conduct online interactive
sessions for the students.

4. An attempt is made to highlight the importance of ‘Soft Skills’/ ‘Life Skills’ in developing
employable skills among the students with the help of outcomes of ‘“Ten Days Workshop on
Soft Skills’.

3. Soft Skills

“Soft Skill” correlates with some terms of a very close meaning: “Life Skills”, “Emotional
Intelligence Quotients”, “Social Skills”, and “Interpersonal Skills”. Soft skills is a term often associated
with a person’s Emotional Intelligence Quotient, the cluster of personality traits, social graces,
communication, language, personal habits, friendliness, managing people, leadership, etc. that
characterize relationships with other people. Soft skills, also known as people skills, complement hard
skills to enhance an individual’s relationships, job performance and career prospects. Soft skills
consist of non-technical competencies, skills, behavior connected to one’s personality. Soft skills
reflect person’s attitude, manners and etiquette, values and ethics.

4. Soft Skills for Students

The online survey of soft skills acquired and developed by the UG students was conducted. An
attempt was made to identify a few soft skills/ life skills which are very essential in one’s personal as
well as professional life. The following study highlights these selected “Soft Skills’/ ‘Life Skills” and
their significance:

4.1 Positive Thinking and Attitude

Attitude is a very crucial part of human behavior and personality. Barun K. Mitra in his book,
Personality Development and Soft Skills (2011), attitude is classified as:

e Positive or negative

e  Optimistic or pessimistic

e Flexible or stubborn

e Motivated or demotivated

e Deep or shallow

e Humble or arrogant

e Driven (for results) or passive

e Measured or reactive
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William James once said, “The greatest discovery of my generation is that human being can
change his life by changing the attitude of mind”. The development of an individual depends on his/
her attitude. As member of society, we are product and parcel of human society including values,
traditions, culture, manners, etiquette etc. Our behavior is the reflection of our attitude. It is said that
“a pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity, whereas an optimist sees opportunity in every
difficulty.

Norman Vincent Peale (1952) defines positive thinking “as a positive mental attitude that
firmly believes that things will soon be better and with that belief, one can overcome any type of
difficulty in his favour”. An attempt should be made to develop “positive thinking” among the students.
A skilled teacher can inculcate positive thinking among the students and make them dynamic and
motivated. In the workshops on soft skills, teachers/ trainers can put before the students different
success stories to foster positive thinking and attitude among the students. Students should be made
ready to accept challenges. They should be able to undertake ‘risk” in their life with necessary
planning. An individual can achieve his/ her targets if he/she possesses ‘Positive Attitude’. An individual
with ‘Positive thought and Attitude’ can manage any challenging situation and find opportunities in
difficult situation also.

How to develop Positive Attitude and Thinking
e Goal setting- work with determination
e SWOT Analysis
e Strong faith
¢ Banish your doubts, negative thinking and imaginary fear
e Keep the mind completely disciplined, under control and free from temptation
e Develop confident and commitment
e Study the biography of great personalities in the world

e Train your mind

4.2 Teamwork and Leadership Qualities

Katzenbach and Smith described teams as specific types of formal groups of individuals who
are members of an organization or its immediate environment (for example, partner, stakeholder or
supply chain organizations) and who possess complementary characteristics; share a common goal;
and are mutually accountable for their performance. (Katzenbach and Smith, 1993)

“A team is a small group of people with complementary skills and abilities who are committed
to a common goal and approach for which they hold each other accountable”.

When we think about any company or organization, the success at institutional level largely
depends on teamwork and commitment. Everybody should believe in the company’s vision and work
toward a common goal, even if we disagree with some procedures or dislike the people involved.

At initial stage, soft skills development workshops can initiate leadership qualities among the
students. All kinds of ‘Leaders’ are created in our higher education institutes. For example, scientists,
managers, technicians, political leaders, architects, doctors, administrators etc. The Missile Man of
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India and the 11™ President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam has rightly said that only the noble
leaders can transform India into a developed nation. That is the dream of Dr. Kalam. Therefore, in
order to develop ‘Leadership Qualities and Team-spirit” among the students, ‘Workshops on Soft
Skills’ can play an important role.

Activities for Developing Teamwork Skills

1.  Form groups of four or five students and assign them learning tasks. Change the members of
the group as frequently as possible.

Conduct group discussion activities.

3. Form groups of four or five students and assign them ‘Group Projects’. In such projects, they
have to collect information, analyze data, prepare power-point slides etc.

4. The instructor can narrate the story of Tom Sawyer. In this story, Tom Sawyer manages to
complete the task given by his Aunt Polly as a punishment for disobeying her.

4.3 Assertiveness

Assertiveness means the ability to express opinions or desires strongly and with confidence, so
that people take notice. (Dhanavel, S.P. English and Soft Skills, 2010). This skill is very important
in order to develop confidence and leadership qualities among the students. One must be aware of
his/her responsibilities as well as rights. Instead of promoting ‘submissiveness’, skills like ‘assertiveness’
must be inculcated among the students. Soft skills development workshops increase that much
confidence among the students that they can frankly and politely express their opinions, remarks and
comments. They should be able to have a healthy argument with others based on ethics and values
which are imparted to them at different levels. They should be able to have their own ‘standpoint’ on
any cotemporary issue. Workshops on ‘Soft Skills’ can provide such a platform to the students.

How to develop ‘Assertiveness’ among the Students:
(i) Conducting interactive sessions in the classroom

(i1) Switching off ‘One-Way-Method’ of classroom and focus should be given on ‘Two-Way-
Communication’ in the classroom. Let students express their views on contemporary issues.

(i) Peer group activities should be conducted.

(iv) Activities like debating, elocution, panel discussion etc. should be conducted.

4.4. Emotional Intelligence

1Q stands for ‘Intellectual Intelligence/ Quotient’. EQ stands for ‘Emotional Intelligence/
Quotient’. Research has proved that only 1Q is not major ingredient for getting success in personal
and professional life. People having moderate 1Q and high level of EQ earn everything in their life
and not only make their own life happy but they become the reason for happy life of others. People
having high level of EQ can easily cope up with any situation. Emotional intelligence can be defined
as the ability to manage one’s own and others’ emotions and feelings. It is about how you manage
your behavior (actions) and your behavior with others when you feel emotions, such as fear, anger, or
any other. (B.N. Ghosh-Managing Soft Skills for Personality Development- 2012). Martinez-Pons
(1997) defines emotional intelligence as “an array of non-cognitive skills, capabilities and competencies
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that influence a person’s ability to cope with environmental demands and pressures”.

The six emotions identified universally are- anger, happiness, surprise, sadness, disgust and
fear. However, intelligence is related to logic, reasoning, planning, learning, thinking and problem-
solving. Effective performance of individuals, political leaders, corporate leaders, managers, the
sales force, organizations, students, teachers and others is increasingly being connected with improving
one’s emotional intelligence. (B.N. Ghosh-Managing Soft Skills for Personality Development- 2012).
Martinez-Pons (1997)

Importance of Emotional Intelligence in Developing Holistic Personality of the
Students

In order to have the holistic development of students’ personality, emotional intelligence has its
significant role. In the rapidly changing world scenario, one’s emotions play key role in understanding
others and dealing with human resources. Therefore, developing emotional intelligence of the students
is one of the goals of workshops on “Soft Skills’. Life is a journey and individuals have to undergo all
kinds of experiences may be favorable or unfavorable; good or bad; pleasant or unpleasant; acceptable
or unacceptable. Therefore, workshops on soft skills impart a kind of training to the students to cope
up with any situation in the life.

In the workshops on soft skills, the counselors and experts can train students to develop their
emotional intelligence through different techniques. ‘Emotional intelligence” helps an individual to
manage the stress at different levels; it develops ‘team spirit’ and initiates healthy environment at
work place. Those who are having high level of ‘emotional intelligence’ can negotiate others and
believe in team work; that can lead towards a culturally enriched society.

4.5. Interpersonal Communication Skills

Man is a social animal. We live, prosper and decay in the same society where we are born and
brought up. That is the part of cycle of the universe. The process of ‘socialization’ initiates at the
early stage at home. There is direct influence of our family members, neighbors, friends, peers,
elders, teachers and other human beings around us in the development of our personality and relations.
As apart of society, ‘communication’ is the basic requirement to have healthy relations in informal as
well as formal situations. The word ‘communication’ comes from the Latin word ‘Communis’,
meaning ‘to share’i.e. sharing of thoughts, feelings, emotions, ideas, concepts etc. William Newman
and Charles Summer have defined ‘communication as an exchange of facts, ideas, opinions or
emotions by two or more persons’.

Interpersonal skills focus on the effect of communication on another person (Duffy et.al,
2004). It can be defined as communication between two or more people and involves the transfer of
information from one person to another. Communication is at the core of human relations at all
levels- may be formal, informal or semi-formal. Communication takes place with language or without
language. Human communication is the complex phenomenon. It is verbal as well as non-verbal.
Body language, gesture, eye-contact etc. play pivotal role in human communication. Language is the
most effective and powerful means of communication. Languages and human communication go
hand in hand. Non-verbal communication is complementary and supplementary to verbal
communication.
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In the workshops on “Soft Skills’, the revision of ‘Communication Skills” should be conducted.
Maximum efforts should be taken to develop communication skills among the students. Students
should be made confident enough to talk frankly in the polite manner in all situations/ contexts.
Business etiquette, corporate etiquette should be added in the curriculum for the students of languages,
humanities, social sciences, commerce and business management.

5. Conclusion

To sum up, ‘Soft Skills Development’ is aumbrella term. It consists of different skills including
positive attitude, teamwork and leadership qualities, assertiveness, stress management, time
management, goal setting, interpersonal communication skills etc. In the present research an attempt
was made to discuss a few soft skills those which will help students to enrich employable skills. Soft
skills are supplementary and complementary to ‘Hard Skills” and can enrich self-confidence, positive
attitude and leadership qualities among the students. It can make students not only active but proactive
in identifying and preventing potential problems. They can achieve success in personal as well as
professional life through sincerity, hard work, team spirit and positive attitude.
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Abstract

Elections are basic pillars of a democratic system as they allow the citizen of the nation to
express their point of view through voting. Electronic democracy is simply the use of technology
tools to facilitate democratic activities. Electronic voting has been used in variety of ways with
significant advantages over paper-based systems, such a way to increase efficiency and lower
mistake rates. e-Voting is a multidimensional dynamic process that allows citizens to participate in
government interactions. Blockchain is a disruptive technology of the modern day that has the potential
to increase the overall robustness of the country’s e-voting systems. The use of blockchain technology
may make it possible to achieve a highly dependable and verifiable election process. The following
article gives an overlook of the blockchain-based electronic voting system. The primary purpose is to
assess the present scenario of blockchain-based voting research and associated possible obstacles,
in order to forecast future trends.

Keywords: e-Democracy, e-Voting, Blockchain Technology.

I. Introduction

Increased use of information and technology has the potential to change both government
service delivery and democracy’s vibrancy. While electronic voting machines and digitized voter
registration records have been used in elections for decades, the advent of new technologies as well
as increased access to them has shifted individuals® perspectives. There is a considerable thought
that how the new technologies impact and enhance the electoral integrity?

In this light, India’s Election Commission had for a period of time working over the possibilities
of further digitising the country’s electoral system. Exploring the possibilities to conduct elections
over a blockchain technology system whose theoretical and technical framework that provides a
transparent and open data record. To gain access to the path and analyse its potential for the greater
welfare of India’s voting system.

In any country, democratic voting is a significant and serious event. Elections are necessary
for establishing democratic government, in which the ultimate authority rests with the population of a



Electronic Voting: Exploring the Possibilities through the Blockchain Technology in India 83

country. It is critical that the techniques by which a government election is held are adequate for
electoral processes to discover actual value in a democratic set up of a society and deliver on
expected terms. Contestation of elections entered into a new period where the role of technology
raised for a fair, transparent and verifiable elections and the democratic goals must be more realizable.
People are expected to trust the results that is announced by the government when it comes to
election. Electoral democracy is a type of representative democracy in which citizens elect their
representatives to the legislature by using their legal right to vote. However, recent events in India
reveal a pattern of public reluctance in enforcing this legislative entitlement. Considering this, there
is a solution: blockchain technology.

A blockchain is a distributed ledger of data that is copied across multiple nodes on a “peer to
peer” network in order to accomplish the integrity and verifiability of data recorded on the ledger.
This technology have traditionally been used to support cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and Ethereum,
but their use in non-cryptocurrency applications has steadily increased, with some solutions allowing
individuals and businesses to draught legally binding “smart contracts,” enabling detailed supply chain
network monitoring, and several projects focusing on enabling remote voting and elections. (Saini,
2020) Incorporating blockchain into a digital government can help with basic e-voting concerns, as
well as improving election transparency, auditability, voter confidence, and democracy.

l.1. e-Democracy and Technology

“A system of administration in which all the people of a state or polity.. are involved in making
decisions about its affairs, generally by voting to elect representatives to a parliament or equivalent
assembly,” according to Oxford English Dictionary. E-democracy is the use of ICT to support and
enhance democracy, constitutional institutions, and democratic processes. Traditional democratic
methods have not been separated from e-democracy. It is in addition and intertwined with conventional
democratic processes in order to broaden the public’s options for participating in political processes.
Adopts cutting-edge technology mechanism that can be applied to democratic proceedings. e-
democracy is a deliberative process in which citizens use digital or electronic methods to allow
broader and more convenient participation in government. E-forms, virtual town hall meetings, e-
voting, and other kinds of e-participation, as well as any other type of “digital engagement,” are
examples of these initiatives. (Kumar, 2017)

The use of digital mechanism to accelerate democratic activity is known as electronic democracy.
e-democracy is the utilisation of digital mechanisms to speed up democratic workings in a country. e-
democracy refers to all methods of communications that allow and enable individuals to hold
governments and politicians answerable for their decision making in the public domain. Electronic
voting processes relates to E-Governance which contributes to the democratic participation of the
citizens in government interaction through the electoral participation.

1.2. Blockchain and e-Democracy

Digital technology has profoundly altered citizens daily life and made it considerably smarter.
Digital technologies are used in e-governance to deliver public services in a more efficiently and
user-friendly manner. In amalgamation with e-governance, uses digital governance to increase citizens
involvement in government affairs and decision-making processes, ensuring that higher authority is
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held accountable. Electronic voting, for example, provides electors with a quick and convenient
voting experiences, enticing more locals to participate in elections.

Voting is the most common way to participate in democracy, yet the present election system
has been affected by voting fraud. Duplicity favoured special interest groups, fraudulent voting, and
a lack of confidence in the accuracy of vote counting. Because voting fraud makes individuals doubt
that their ballots matter, the majority of people choose not to vote. It tarnishes the democratic electoral
process’s integrity. The issue of security is very important. Identity theft and its consequences, such
as financial loss or credit loss, can happen from a breach of security in any online engagement,
whether private or public. Many nations have expressed interest in electronic voting machines, which
could improve vote transparency and reduce fraud. However, the attraction is accompanied by
security concerns.

The blockchain offers a practical and efficient answer to voting system issues. The following
is how the blockchain-based voting works: A user transmits his valid identification and username for
verification on blockchain before voting. The user will receive his or her own ballot after being
validated. The verifier does not always have to be the government. Miners, who have a motivation to
act ethically, can do the duty of verification. Furthermore, because encryption is used, the verification
procedure can run directly on encrypted data without exposing the users’ identities. During the
election, the user fills out his polling booth and submits it to the blockchain-based ballot box. Because
voter votes using a different device, hacking a single gadget has less impact on the voting outcomes.
Each user can audit the vote results after the election because each user has access to open data on
blockchain. Furthermore, because blockchains allow people to vote anonymously, other voters will
be unaware of their choices.

1.3. Block and Election

A blockchain is a widely distributed network that maintains a constant expanding register of
data that is entirely and reliably safeguarded from tampering. Each block has a timestamp as well as
a link to the previous block. They have significant challenges exercising their democratic right to
vote. Through the blockchain technology there could be spurt in the number of voters participation as
it will curtain the chances of absentee voting due to geographical restriction. This could be advantageous
for some members of the military services who are stationed in remote areas, as voting from those
locations is difficult.

We need an electoral process that is transparent, fair, affordable, and convenient in today’s
world. At alow cost, blockchain technology allows for the creation of a highly credible and verifiable
electoral process. Voting can be done from the comfort of one’s own home utilizing this technology.
It’s possible to accomplish it on your own personal gadget. Furthermore, people’s perspectives on a
variety of difficult problems can be solicited on a regular basis. People will get more involved in the
governing process as a result of this. (Devprakash, 2022)

|.4. Blockchain and Its Interaction with Voters

Voter confidence refers to a voter’s belief that his or her vote was correctly counted in an
election. According to the “Winner or Loser” effect, those who voted for the winning party or
candidate are more likely to trust the outcome than those who voted for the losing side. Voter
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confidence changes dramatically as a result of this effect, undermining one of the essential concepts
of representative democracy, which is the ability to correctly choose members of government. Voters’
conviction in the technology’s ability to deliver verifiable findings has a big impact. Secrecy paired
with individual verifiability are important to voters when it comes to their ability to trust the system.

From a government viewpoint, electronic voting technology can boost voter participation
rates and faith, as well as revive interest in the voting system. Elections are a valid democratic
decision-making method. As the number of votes cast in person rises, citizens become more aware
of the significance of the electoral system. The electoral system is the method through which people
choose who will represent them in political and administrative choices. Democracy is a form of
government in which citizens elect representatives.

This will usher in anew era of electoral democracy, in which Blockchain technology will return
power to the people, rather than their representatives, who may be subject to a variety of flaws.
Voting is done via blockchain technology, and votes can be cast as transactions. The blockchain is
built in such a way that it can keep track of votes. As the votes may be counted by the voters
themselves, everyone can confirm and agree on the final count. Voters can confirm that no votes
were withdrawn, modified, or illegal votes were added thanks to the blockchain audit trail. The
blockchain technology’s transparency and discretion serve as a reassuring factor, dispelling any
doubts about the technology’s legitimacy.

There are numerous advantages to such a system over the present state of the art. Election
system based on Blockchain technology have the potential to provide society with a reliable voting
mechanism effectively increase election transparency and, as a result, strengthening voter confidence.
Most notably, it provides increased openness by maintaining an accessible voter registry while respecting
the privacy of voters. It is a more safe system since it requires approval from all nodes for a transaction
to be completed. An attacker must have access to all nodes in a network in order to change the
outcome of an election.

2. Voting Methods

From the recruitment of election workers through the final processing of results, the voting
process has numerous stages. Elections are the formal and organised process of electing a person to
a elected office or other post through a voting. A vote is an election participant’s response to a
specific question; each question has a set of responses or candidates; and a ballot is a structure that
contains one or more votes. Any system that provides mechanisms to receive votes as input and
create the sum of those votes as an output, and hence manages elections, is referred to as a voting
system.

2.1. Traditional Voting System

Although the widespread adoption of electronic technology in all parts of lives has resulted in
the digitization of some elections, the bulk of national elections throughout the globe are still conducted
using conventional ballot paper voting system. The names of selected candidates are pre-printed in a
systematic order on these ballots, and they are counted manually. Tally teams, who are in charge of
counting the votes, are typically made up of personnel from all contesting parties. This is a key flaw
in the ballot paper counting system, as more experienced tally counters can skew the results in their
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favour if the opposition party’s counters are inexperienced or naive. This put the election’s accuracy
criterion in jeopardy.

2.2. Electronic Voting System

Electronic voting is a internet concept that has given a innovative platform for the improvement
in the electoral system. And created immense possibilities of citizen participation in the election
process. In order to establish and maintain political legitimacy, voters must have faith in the electoral
process and the integrity of the voting results. Through this modern technology the trust of the voters
gradually developed in this voting system as the traditional voting system has many flaws such as
vote tampering, counting errors, and lower rate of voters turnout. Due to electronic voting the
representation of voters in the election increases as it provides citizens to participate in the process
through a suitable and convenient way. Citizens who would normally refrain from voting owing to
major responsibilities may be able to increase their involvement using technological means.

Direct Recording Electronic (DRE), the first fully electronic voting system, is utilised in a
number of nations throughout the world. Brazil, India, Venezuela, and the United States are only a
few examples. Electronic voting machines were once utilised in European countries like Germany,
the Netherlands, and Ireland, but they were phased out. With the advancement of modern technology
as DRE, older election mechanism faded away that was based on lever machines or punched card
system. DRE register votes through the application of touch screen technology. It creates a tabulation
of the voting data saved in a detachable memory component as well as a printed copy after the
election.

One disadvantage of the DRE is that, in spite its duplicated information, the stored information
is created using the same software as the initial count, making an independent and trustworthy
recount difficult. There are also Direct Record Electronic (DRE)-VVPAT (Voter Verified Paper
Audit Trials) devices that allow users to produce hard proof of vote for election candidate. Despite
the fact that this function improves audibility, it does not rule out the possibility of software tampering,.

In the polling process, electronic voting employs automated technology to assist in the casting
and counting of votes. To provide voter anonymity while reducing polling costs and assuring polling
integrity and end-to-end verification by addressing security and privacy concerns in accordance with
the standards.
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3. Challenges Faced Blockchain - Based Electronic Voting System

There are always concerns with large-scale technological advancements, and blockchain voting
is no exception. When it comes to blockchain methods, there are several flaws. Scalability is one of
the blockchain’s most pressing security challenges. Distributed ledger technology’s design is essentially
scalable. Any time there was a change, the blockchain would scale up. Small groups of users are
most suited to blockchain. However, when used for wide-scale elections, the number of users on the
network would grow, resulting in higher transaction costs and longer transaction times.

On the other hand in the terms of acceptability, the blockchain technology presently is in a
developing stage. To understand the complex mechanisms of the advance technology is a challenging
task in many developing countries with the low literacy rate. The digital divide factor may develop a
sense of consciousness among who are less knowledgeable in terms of accessing the functions of
the new technology. The intricacy of the blockchain may deter ordinary citizens from considering the
merits of Blockchin - based online voting. In addition to it there hasn’t been enough research into
public ledger and blockchain-based applications to determine whether this technology is preferable to
the current voting method.

Study has revealed distinct issues and challenges relating to technical issues. Blockchain works
successfully for a number of users. When the digital network is used for massive elections, however,
the number of participants grows, resulting in a larger cost and length of time to complete the process.
Blockchain uses pseudonyms as a username. This technique does not guarantee perfect anonymity
and privacy. Because the transactions are public, examining and analysing them may reveal the
user’s identity. The functioning of the blockchain is not well suited to national elections that use an
alphanumeric code. Transactional anonymity and privacy are difficult to achieve in blockchain
technology.

Conclusion

E-democracy thrives best when there is government determination and direction to make it
happen by implementing the structured reforms required to take into acknowledge the expressed
viewpoints. Incorporating technological advancements into a representative democracy usually
necessitates structural and procedural modifications. Recent elections have demonstrated how far
voting technologies must progress in order to guarantee fully secure, reliable, and democratic elections.
Technical concerns, recounting lag, and a lack of accountability are just a several of the issues that
need to be addressed. For democracy to be true representation, voter faith in the electoral process is
critical.

The use of electronic voting methods is expected to grow in the future years. The e-voting
option may help to increase voter turnout in the future by expanding the number of methods individuals
can vote. Electronic voting’s future, in which innovations are employed to help on-site elections, is
full with opportunities as well as potential concerns that must be addressed. The high-resolution
information provided by blockchain has an impact on democracy. At alow cost, blockchain technology
allows for a highly credible and verifiable election to be held. Existing democratic systems have
come under fire, and governments all over the world are scrambling to improve their ties with citizens.
For increased public efficiency, the government and citizens require actions and policies that utilise
cutting-edge technologies.
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Distributed ledgers technologies, such as blockchain, have a lot to contribute to the new Digital
Governance landscape. Whether in terms of decentralisation of power or through the fostering of
transparency. Meanwhile, concerns about the voting system’s security and scalability with blockchain
technology remain unanswered. The problem of security is a particularly crucial one. Breach of
security in any online engagement, whether private or public, can result in identity theft and its
implications, such as financial loss or credit harm.

However in the years ahead, it will be fascinating to observe how blockchain technology
works into its various potential uses, and how it can be used to meet the demands of the many
individuals who rely on technical advancement to meet our challenges of the 21st century.
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Extending beyond THE SELF: The Philosophical and
Political Understanding of the Pandemic

Abstract

The CORONA Pandemic brought in devastation that was beyond human comprehension.
Millions of people around the world slipped into the grip of extreme poverty, lost their near and dear
ones and now many are living a dwindling life. Corona forced people to live their life in and by the
houses, thus people got arrested in their houses. The twenty-four hours togetherness could have
given immense pleasure to every member of the family but it became a cause of mental ailment. This
paper is a Politico-Philosophical analysis in this respect. Once the political, medical, and personal
help is provided, philosophical theories can be applied as methods to understand the life better. The
improved understanding through philosophical counseling can help people in expanding the horizons
of understanding and limitation of mind.

The physical and mental limitations can be used in either ways negatively or positively.
Philosophical understanding helps in using a situation like pandemic positively. The philosophical
counseling helps a person to recognize his ‘defined self” and to extend beyond limitation. It is only by
infringing the limitation of mind that one can experience freedom.

Keywords: Political, Philosophy, Prejudiced mind, Limited existence, Conceptualization,,
Significant life.

Introduction

Every human mind carries his own world with himself. ‘Libinietz’ the famous German philosopher
while propounding his Theory of “‘Monadology’ states that there is no empty spere in the universe, the
whole world is made up of monads (metaphysical points that are active and conscious). The spiritual
and material world is also a combination of monads. Every monad reflects the whole world in itself
and accordingly move forward in the evolutionary process. Qualitatively every monad is alike but in
the process of evolution (development of the self) they stand at different stages or level due to their
difference in understanding. The level of consciousness in every monad is different, so is their
understanding about the world which determines their hierarchy in evolution. He also states that the
mind monad is superior to body monad because the paver of reflection and appellation is much
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stronger in them. Hence the body is regulated by the mind, as the more conscious, more rational
always dominates.!

Thus, the mind creates the understanding according to which the body functions. It is the
‘mind’ which determines ‘my world, my existence’. The mind frames my limitation and gives meaning
to ‘myself’. The ‘I” defines me, comes out of my understanding about the world. This defined and
limited ‘me’ is extended as my world and is expressed through my relations, behaviour, feelings,
interests, hobbies and all other expressions of my life. This world is the frame of my being, which is
created out of culture, society and upbringing.

My perception and my personality is an outcome of a pre-determined self acknowledged as
‘I’. Tt is due to the personality which a human being posseses that a pattern appears in behaviour.
This pattern of behaviour is so deep rooted that it seems almost impossible to change it. One may
hold himself for a certain point of time but it does not last long because this pattern or behaviour of
mind is conceptually well ingrained and established in the mind. One may have many reasons to
support his beliefs, not to exceed his boundaries but tries to convert the other person into his own
frame. While doing and seeing we forget that every person is moved with his own power of reflection
and appetite.

When the conversion does not happen, a statement comes up from the disappointed mind -
“No one understands me”. From here the problem of existence begins, where one finds “the other to
be hell .2 This is the situation when frustration and disappointment emerges in the mind sometimes
even shattering the family or social relations. But this is only one aspect of the coin. The other aspect
is that it is the problem of existence which encourages a person to think over his pre-determined
personality and redefine himself. The effort of redefining results in the expansion of mind opens up a
new and different understanding about the world. The power of reflection improves with the improved
perception and the quest for unknown reality springs up within the mind.

Thus, the physical and mental limitations can be used in either ways negatively or positively.
Philosophical understanding helps in using a situation like pandemic positively. The philosophical
counseling helps a person to recognize his defined self and to extend beyond limitation. It is by
infringing the limitation of mind only that one can experience freedom.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic brought unprecedented change in people’s lives and
the lifestyles so saw sharp reduction in ease and comforts. The global health upheavel changed the
nature of direct and indirect interactions between humans. Consequentially human mind also underwent
great transformation. Peaceful relations across ages turned hostile their by making stability of mind
and society unstable. The people struggled at three different levels—

(a) Opportunity : People came to be deprived of the opportunities that were coming their way.
The cutdowns in jobs and reduction in salaries and perks killed the survival instincts of the
people.

(b) Capability : Inspite of showing the best of skills in performance, the people were not given
platforms to earn their livelihood and secure stable life. The orders issued by the government
for the people to stay at home and putting all non-essential businesses under closure to
prevent prevent spread of infection widely added to the stress of people. Governments
response totally sidelined people’s understanding to act with responsibility people. In a way
people lost their faith in themselves.
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(c) Motivation : The absence of the first two, killed the morale of the people. The popular
behaviour voluntarily changed in a very short span of time and as a result we witnessed the
most tragic consequences in deaths of numerous people in this period.>

Human activity came to standstill with most of the countries being under lockdown. Closure of
all activity created situations for daily wage earners, older generation, women and children. The
uncertainties and fears associated with the virus outbreak and doubt of catching infection, increased
the prevalence of symptoms of anxiety, depression, Stress and other forms of psycho-social illness in
the general population.

Responsibility of women increased threefold. Apart from the daily cooking, they had to take
care of children’s study and elderly care. On the other hand spouses who lost jobs became too idle
resulting in harbouring of enemity against the one other.* National Commission for women in India,
acknowledged that the number of domestic violence cases in the country increased during this time.”
Pathways to atrocities towards women increased multiple fold. Women working as household assistants
and wage labourers found it extremely difficult to access health and essential services. Restrictions
in earning disrupted their access to social and protective networks and formal support services such
as hotlines, crisis centres, shelters, legal aid, and protection and counselling services as without
outside mobility it became difficult for them to call for help.® Thus loss of livelihoods by male members,
only added to the atrocities on women. The anger and frustration of male members made life of
women difficult. Women were deprived of basic health care and hygiene by hiding or depriving them
of soaps, sanitisers masks that were important in protecting them from the virus. Women turned out
to be the last ones to receive health care and relief services.

For the older generation pandemic became a cause of greater concern. Isolation in case of
infection resulted in greater loneliness and discrimination for them. Insufficient care made them even
more vulnerable to covid and related diseases. Even the ones who were in good health lost on peer
group interactions because of curtailed mobility.

Time well spent at home became a torture for many with nothing to perform and achieve.
Studies conducted around the world in child psychiatry, psychology and public health showed that the
pandemic increased child vulnerability as well. Many became victims of child related crimes which
endangered their mental health, resulting in decline of subjective well-being.

On the other hand professional time of healthcare providers and delivery drivers increased to
unprecedented levels giving them fewer minutes to have even patient meals and rest.

The 24 hours togetherness could have given immense pleasure to every member of the family
but it become a cause of mental ailment, exposing the innate selfish nature of human beings. Both the
genders complained about having to spend time with their family members 24/7. The complaints
exposed the tensions, arguments and conflicts within families. Many studies revealed COVID-19
related stressors, such as high levels of anxiety and depressive symptoms as dominant factors affecting
the life of individual humans. In addition, the three factors explained above provided insights into the
complex dynamics of human interactions and possible strategies to manage them.

This paper is a politico-philosophical analysis insy this respect. Medical, political and societal
interventions can help in overcoming such dreaded situations which include actions such as :

e Building networks of community life.
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e Provision of self-care tools for all ages to help them manage their distress and build
resilience.

e Help members of society identify signs of distress and provide support.

e Creating spaces for family and community members to connect to each other and draw
support. (onling and offline)

e Encouraging people to talk about stress related issues in professional and personal spheres;
emphasizing on building organisational measures for employee well-being.

But philosophical theories can be well applied as methods and tools to understand the life
better. The improved understanding through philosophical counseling can help people in expanding
the limitations of mind and horizons of understanding.

Purpose of Philosophysing

Philosophy aims to question assumptions we make about our lives and really dig in the details
of why we think, what we think and how we choose to step out. It can help a person to see more
clearly that there are other ways of looking at the world other than our own.

The philosophical theories help people in dealing with life events in an effective manner. As
such, they can be of interest to those who requires assistance to manage life events. The approach
utilizes both ancient and contemporary philosophical assumptions and theories to alter human mind so
that it can deal with disastrous situations. Assumptions offer the beliefs that philosophy is concerned
with providing answers to the question of how people ought to live a good or healthy life. Theory on
the other hand offers the belief that it can help people reach towards such answers.’

The Structure of a ‘Defined Mind’

The word Philosophy means love for knowledge, knowledge in turn does not just mean factual
information but is the search for truth.®

Thus the method of philosophy which is known as ‘philosophysing’ is a continuous struggle to
come closer to that one truth. A common opinion about philosophy is that it deals with metaphysics so
it always talks about the truth beyond the world. But actually a philosopher through his ideas and
doctrines likes to connect with the actual real world and bring a shift in the perception of common
people. Not only that a philosopher through the method of philosophysing comes across truth himself
and also helps others to arrive at the same truth through the proposed methods.

According to Plato, man as he is, is not acquainted with truth. He lives in his own world of
desires, aspirations and beliefs. The sensual projections get associated with the individual experiences
and create a new truth. Thus truth seem to be many. Each one tries to present his own reflection as
true and final but even if they become successful in doing so, the yarning or search remains. Plato
says this yearning is a search for ultimate truth which is often rejected and suppressed by us.’

This yearning shows that we have the capacity to break the prejudices and limitations of our
defined mind. A doubt remains if the whole truth can be known by a human mind? The answer is that
its difficult to achieve absolute reality and get to final truth, but even if a part of it is achieved it may
give immense pleasure by changing our outlook towards the world.

Various philosophical thinkers have offered various ways to attain this ultimate truth. Like the
Dialectical method of socretes and Plato, the Cartesian method of Descartes, the Dialactical method
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of Hegal and Marx, Phinominology of Husrral etc. Contemporary thinkers like Gandhi, Aurobindo,
Osho etc. also proposed certain methods and techniques to attain the reality. These methods may
help us in understanding the defined and structured mind.

The structure of a ‘defined mind’ has three elements:
(1) the particular pattern,

(2) particular form,

(3) the thought or concept expressed by a pattern.

Particular pattern means a similar pattern of emotions, thoughts and behaviour resulting in
similar mental state. Repetition of the patterned behaviour in every situation for example, if a person
is a skeptic by nature, he will express disbelief towards every situation and every person. Such a
person will be interested in examining people by keeping oneself aloof,

The second element of a structured or prejudiced mind is the particular form, which is usually
realized when one tries to change the pattern of his mind. The pattern of the mind resists any kind of
change. Changing the pattern needs conscious effort. Taking the earlier example of the skeptic
person, he will need a long continues and conscious effort to change the form of his patterned mind.
It is usually seen that one may controls his pattern and mind for sometime but falls back into the old
frame soon.

The third element of the defined mind is the thought or concept expressed by the pattern. This
means when one works in accordance with the particular pattern of the mind, he wants to explain the
situation in a specific manner. In the example of a skeptic person, we can understand his thought in
a statement like ‘people cannot be believed.” In short what does the ‘other’ mean for a person can be
understood by his patterned behaviour. This can be analysed by the philosophical investigative
methods. !0

Thus the pattern of one’s mind, the emotive behaviour and the pattern of the thoughts not only
expresses the attitude and thinking towards oneself and others but also shows ones perception and
understanding of life. In other words my pattern expresses my concepts about the world. These
concepts replicate the structure of my mind/my world. This limitation of the mind is the radius beyond
which every human being yearns or aspires to move.

To conclude, we express ourself and our individual world not only through our thoughts but also
through our emotions and behaviour. Some examples can be illustrated to make the point clear.

1. IfThave done something about which I am ashamed of, this feeling of mine can be understood
by a statement “This kind of act is disgraceful.”

2. When I want to initiate some work but am worried about failure such an emotion can be
expressed as (In comparison to many other things) “success is very important in life.”

3. Similarly if [ constantly try to control my wife/husband. The thought which is shown through
such a behaviour is “Love is authority or possession.”

My understanding about friendship is reflected through my behaviour towards friends.
5. When I have a fight with my neighbour my understanding of justice is manifested.!!

The basic or underlying problem of one’s life can be known through his choices, ambitions,
desires and reactions. Thus in day to day living through our behaviour and other expressions, we
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indicate our attitude towards life. All the ancient Indian thoughts are concerned with the transformation
of human mind. The theories proposed in India are just simple devices for entering into meditation.
These people were not bothered about the truth or falsity of the theory rather they were interested in
its utility. That is its capacity to transform man. So these thoughts can be called as methods for
transforming the human mind.!?

Hence, when Shankaracharya says that the whole world is an illusion, just a dream, he also
means it is also a device. What Shankaracharya means by saying this is to remember constantly that
whatever may be the ‘case’, it is just a dream. If in the span of 24 hours we can remember this fact,
its realization will make us conscious of our own being, pass through the difficult time and lead a
contended life. This Vedantic method has been one of the oldest Indian methods for Self Actualisation.
That is why Indians have insisted on the world being unreal. To perceive the world in an altogether
different way we need to change the attitude. Shankaracharya introduced the concept of separation
between man and the world to develop this attitude (Concept of Maya- Jagat Mythya :brahman
satyam) so that man could detach himself from the world and become a witness.

Conclusion

Pandemic brought in unforeseen changes in peoples life and altered their understanding of
human interactions and stability. Uncertainity looms large over when the situation and human
interactions would be restored. But we can say that timely political, medical and most importantly
philosophical guidance can help individuals to counter the negative impacts of covid so that can
regain their inner peace.
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Indianness in Poetry of P.C.K. Prem

Abstract

This Paper explores the image of Indian landscapes: settings and scenes. The Indianness
would also be interpreted through their allusions to Indian myths, legends and philosophy. Next there
is an examination of his social awareness through his showcase of the Indian socio-cultural and
political issues. The study also looks at the process of Indianization, where there is a creative use of
the English language. Prem sees the Ganga from a rational point of view. In Prem’s presentation of
the Indian scenes there is an undeniable distraction with the hurtful consequences for human qualities
by the Modern economic culture of new qualities, globalization, and diversity. Prem involves the
myths in a post-modernist style; opposing the significance and the exactness of these narratives.
During the time spent nativizing the English tongue, the poet shows his literary liberty at the degree of
lexis, sentence structure, grammar and punctuation. Prem’s use of English is typically Indian. The
repetitions, grammar and the punctuation marks, the collocations mixed in the English language, and
the mythical metaphors confirm the uniqueness of his graceful style.

Keywords: mythical, Indian socio-cultural, Indian landscapes

Introduction

P.CK. Prem’s poems reflect the genuine parts of Indianness which is shown through his
reflect towards Indian: setting and subject matter, allusions to Indian myths, myth and philosophy,
portrayal of Indian culture, contemporary social and political allusions, and the use of Indian words
and linguistic structure through the course of collocation, lexical acquiring, and by formal and useful
nativization. P.C.K. Prem’s association with the bureaucratic system and his philosophical examining
into the happenings give an Indian seeing eye to the scene, the mythos, and the socio cultural political
events of the nation. He has recognizable Indian elements in his artistic mediation of experience.

Discussion

There is a picaresque elaboration of Indian Landscapes in his poetry. Prem draws upon the
contemporary wasteland. His works remain saturated with thematic gravity, serious thoughtfulness,
as well as time-spirit reflection. He at his best reflects modern man of the city, his shallow and
artificial urbanity and his being on the crossroads of life. The beauty of Nature does not fascinate the
writer much, wherever it occurs, it serves as a living background to the social scenario. He is an
interpreter of the human maladies. In the poem ‘Thought” (Among the Shadows 2) the poet recounts
his experience of the river Ganga as:
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It is taste of black blood that travels painfully along the Ganges. Centuries of operations in
dust and beads of burning pyres And floating bodies Have neither given pleasures Nor
contentment to capture a towering feeling of grace That walks alone with eternity. (‘Thought’
1. 1-11, Among the Shadows)

The persona looks at the river as an anguished character. The atrocities inflicted on the river
have denied it off of all the alleged adoration and blessedness joined to it. Rather than being adequately
intense to wash away the human sins and inciting salvation, the river modernly is vulnerable and
blossoming with human mercy. The persona progresses the river rationally instead of religiously. The
image of “dark blood” is reminiscent of the synthetic and human tainting of the river, the blood of life
isin rebellion with its own self, obliterating itself and the dependents. “Operations in dust”, “beads of
burning pyres”, and “floating bodies™ gives the image of the river, seen all round the year. The
persona is dubious of the mysticism of the acts, and thinks of them as inadequate in recharging
eternity. Other than Ganga different scenes found in Prem’s poetry which connect with Shimla.

Prem’s poetry makes sense of the Indian Scenes in a special respectable way. P.C. K. Prem
depicts the contemporary socio-cultural scenes. The poet sensibly depicts the harmful effects of the
modern economic culture with new qualities, globalization, and eclecticism. He further communicates
that life at present is challenging to live, and because of these progressions there is just chaos,
confusion, and illusion. He finds the age in ‘Posters’ (Rainbows at Sixty 66) as:

Life at this moment Not an easy life to live in confusions To avoid media, papers and posters
...Not all are fortunate In building happy homes Among glossy brochures of banks Dishing
out loans on easy terms And finally mortgaging Lives and homes silently (‘Posters’, 11. 1-11,
Rainbows at Sixty)

The mediais fast enough in its careful channelization in order to bespeak of its capability. They
are intrinsically intruding into celebs individual matters with the end goal that one is denied of individual
space. Further, the money related instincts are charming people by giving simple house loans, but on
a high rate of interest. Unexpectedly, under the weight of heavy interest costs people are losing their
lives as well as their home.

Technology has progressed to such an extent that it has replaced human emotion and sentiment
in ‘Look Up’ (Oracles of the Last Decade 324) where “an irreducible equation / of relations and fake
emotions” (1l. 324) and in ‘Posters’ (Rainbows at Sixty 484) “electronic gadgets evaluate life. / Its
patterns, designs and existence/ Computers monitor with defective keyboard/ And cryptic mouse in
achild’s hand.” (11. 484). Also it has added a functional deterioration of education. The “keyboards”
(1. 485) or the basic education is “defective” (1. 485) and the “mouse” (1. 485) or the management is
obscure. A child matures with this adulterated education. The persona repeatedly presents the dilemma
of amodern man resulting from the prevalent absurdity in an urban society. One observes in ‘Rituals
in Death’:

Years passed without an intuition

that a day of reckoning would knock

at gala festivities a grand celebration,

no double,

splendid colours on canopy

and many human faces invited dubiously. (The Bermuda Triangles 245)
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Here poet tries to explain the reality of death and no one can deny its reality. As years passes
and we face the real time of death. All gather and it takes place as a ritual. In ‘A Simple Equation’:

Because you presented meals on a table, I eat I listened to commentary, and praised not the
delicacies for these were tasteless.

To expect a six was a howler when a norm of two fixed for it appeared on teevee, a doctor
was advising, a planned family and that Colgate cleaned teeth emitting foul smell... ..

A queer contradiction no one makes a point and defines a scenario. (The Bermuda Triangles
247)

The persona calls the Indian modern life “A queer contradiction” (1. 247). Infidelity has become
the modern culture; it is no more criticized, rather celebrated as an icon of freedom: “It is admiring
your girlfriend/ and straightway spreading into the bed/ when a waiting wife snores” (11. 248). This is
the image of contemporary society where people ridicule sincerity in relationships. It is a hedonistic
age that has barred all values and spirituality of ancient Indian texts. Even the doctors have become
irresponsible and licentious: “...a doctor is seen “making love to a nurse/ in the Intensive Care Unit”
(11. 278). In such a degraded society the child too refuses to be born.

Prem’s poetry presents Indian Myths, Myth and Philosophy in a special practical way. P.C.K
Prem considers myth to be an understanding of past, present, and future that “gives men the power
to live with inspiration, and this is why myth were constructed” (Personal letters). However, in spite
of this idea, Prem exploits myths to highlight contemporary decadence. Prem suggests those Indian
myths which suit the events of the contemporary society, besides standing as a criticism, and remark
on it. Also, in ‘Fort’:

In ruins lie hands and stones

mute and still in tranquility and blizzard,

to shape up an oriental charisma

when a mystery surrounds the wall in debris,
half collapsed wall that stand brown and black,
as witnesses of annihilation.

....... Men indulge in often to create fears

of palace, empire and arty architecture,
where evenings are drenched in melancholy
musical tunes and poetry buried

in slow motion. (Rainbows at Sixty 439)

with the help of Indian religious myth he attempts “To recreate history reduced to fragments”
(1. 459). In ‘Notes on Dullness’ (The Bermuda Triangles 225) he alludes to the myth of Indra’s
seduction trip to Gautama’s ashram and associates it with the present spiritual and emotional sterility:
“The weather reports throw suspicions on God Indra for he has gone incognito on a seduction trip to
Gautama’s Ashram” (‘Notes on Dullness’, 1l. 226) :

Weather reports throw suspicions
on God Indra for he has gone incognito,
.... L rush out in blindness
And eyes suffer immunity
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from scenarios of desertion,

where the living tread without resistance
to create a vacuum.

(‘Notes on Dullness’, 11. 226)

This allusion is a satire on the contemporary society. Indra is the image of treachery. He
treacherously made love to Ahalya, the wife of Gautama. The result of this act is seen in the
contemporary society where: These days it is dry rains have not come ... and mouth remains without
water. (‘Notes on Dullness’, 11. 226)

Conclusion

Prem has contributed towards nativizing the English tongue as per his need of expression. In
the process he uses specific elements- lexical, grammatical, collocation-and Indianize the medium to
make a particular language. Prem’s use of English is typically Indian. The repetitions, the sentence
structures, the punctuation marks and the collocations implanted in the English language and the
mythical metaphors verify the uniqueness of his lovely style. Prem’s linguistic digression is pointed
toward reinvigorating the language and breaking the boundaries of semantic field. They synergize
the language with the Indian cultural idea by being playful.

P.C.K. Prem is well established to the Indian soil and expresses his sense of belonging through
his poetry. He is culturally, and socially conscious about the events of the past and the present shaped
by it. To cite, Sativinder Kaur “Indianness is not just a simple word but very pious and mystic in itself,
having the depth of thousand seas. In this depth is hidden the nectar of Vedas, Puranas, Upanishads,
Mahabharata, Geeta and Guru Govind Sahib” (Kaur 1). Moreover, it is the experience and perception
that determines the works of the poet, for it is India that provides him the food for thought and
expression.
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Pt. Neki Ram Sharma: A Hindu Leader

Neki Ram’s ancestors, who were brahmins by caste and Mishras by sub-caste, originally
belonged to Hastinapur, the old capital of the Pandavas. In the first quarter of fourth century A.D.,
they migrated to Manglore, a village near Saharanpur. They shifted to Haryana sometime in the last
quarter of tenth century and founded Mangolsar village around a tank near Rohtak. Neki Ram's
ancestors further moved to a nearby Kelanga village in the beginning of sixteenth century.

It was two years after the foundation of the Indian National Congress at Bombay that Pandit
Neki Ram Sharma was born far away from Bombay in an obscure village of Haryana. Who could
foresee that this humble child would grow into a prominent Congress leader in the region of Haryana?

Neki Ram had made his mark as a Hindu leader before he plunged into national politics. He
came prominently under the influence of Sanatan Dharma. It was in 1887 that the Sanatan Dharma
Sabha was founded by Pt. Din Dayal Sharma at Jhajjar in Rohtak district. This example was followed
in various towns of the Punjab, U.P., Bihar, Rajasthan and Central Provinces. In 1902 all the local
Sanatan Dharma Sabhas and the allied Hindu organizations were merged into the Bharat Dharma
Mahamandal which began to guide the activities of the Sanatan Dharma Sabhas.

Neki Ram was born and brought up in a Sanatanist family. He actively associated himself with
the Sanatan Dharma movement even during his student days. In 1905 he founded shri Sanatan
Dharma Vardhani Sabha at Sitapur when he was only eighteen. He frequently organised and addressed
its meetings. He also developed his equation with the promnent Sanatanist leaders of the day like Din
Dayal Sharma and Madan Mohan Malaviya.

Since 1907 Neki Ram had the opportunity to address several Sanatan Dharma meetings in the
Punjab. While addressing such meetings, he not only propagated the principles of Sanatan Dharma,
but also criticised the unjust policies and measure of the government. After the arrest of Veer Savarkar
in 1910, the province of Punjab, particularly Rohtak district, lived under the fear of suppression. The
area was placed under the Seditiou Meeting Act, and the searches and arrests of Sanatanist leaders
were often made. Neki Ram, being one of the well-known activists of Sanatan Dharma, was obviously
not spared, his family-members were subjected to harassment; his name was included in the list of
anti-govt. persons; and the local authorities started having a vigilant eye on his activities.

In recognition of his services as a Sanatanist leader, Neki Ram was elevated to the position of
President of the Punjab Pratinidhi Sanatan Dharma Sabha in 1923 which was affiliated to the Bharat
Dharma Mahamandal. One of its annual sessions was held at Rawalpindi in 1924. Neki Ram wanted
that the proposed conference should oppose the social evils like the unmatched marriages, caste
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system based on birth, increasing tendency of becoming sadhus and sanyasis and the miseries of
widowhood. While taking part in the proceeding of the Subject Committee, he urged the members to
underake the task of eradicating the said evils. His liberal proposals were, however, turned down by
the conservative leaders of the Mahamandal. He di not sit idle, but launched a relentless campaign
against the conservative leadership. He approached different local Sanatan Dharma Sabhas, affiliated
to the Bharat Dharma Mahamandal, and urged them to come forward to oppose the reactionary
elements. He also condemned the existing constitution of the Mahamandal which empowered its
chief to nominate his successor. He regarded this power as the key to the establishment of a new
mahantship in the Hindu organisation. Neki Ram sadly remarked: “When the mahants of the Sikh
gurdwaras are being asked to surrender their power, a new mahantship has been established by the
Mahamandal.”

Neki Ram was shocked at the assertion of the Mahamandal that it discovered the seventh
Darshan, ascribing its authorship to Rishi Angrish - a Hindu law-giver. According to Neki Ram, who
was himself a learned student of the Hindu scriptures, the Mahamandal had gravely lowered down
the sanctity of the Sanatan Dharma by putting forward such an unauthentic publication. He also
assailed the leadership of the Mahamandal for propounding ideas which were repugnantto the tenets
of the Santan Dharma. He called upon all the genuine lovers of the Santan Dharma to condemn the
undesirable attitude of the leaders of the Mahamandal and withdraw their support from the organisation.

As the reaction to his activities, Neki Ram was prohibited from attending the forthcoming
session of the Mahamandal. He was also threatened to be killed by its conservative followers. In
1925 some orthodox Sanatanists reached his house at Bhiwani and started blowing lathis injuring
Neki Ram and his two brothers - Har Gopal and Ram Chandra. In February 1926 Neki ram happened
to meet malaviya at Poona and acquainted him with the incident. The latter consoled him by saying
that such difficulties were the part of the job of a social worker and advised him to march ahead
courageously.

A few years later a similar incident occurred again. On 14 January 1934 under the leadership
of Neki Ram a meeting of the Sanatanists was held at Delhi favouring temple entry for harijans.
Meanwhile, a group of conservative Sanatanists equipped with lathis reached the venue and tried to
distrub the meeting. Thereupon, Neki Ram, who always regarded his principles dearer than his life
itself, laid his bare head before a threatened lathi saying: “Here, I am, but remember, you will be the
first person to shower flowers on my samadhi.” Good sense, however, prevailed and the assilants
were completely routed and disarmed.

Neki Ram no doubt did his best to improve the image of the Bharat Dharma Mahamandal. He
persuaded its leadership to introduce social reforms. Through his boldness and outspokenness, Neki
Ram fully exposed the true character of the degenerated Mahamandal which had then become the
property of the fundamentalists. He convinced its followers saying that the Hindu society could not
be reformed till the hold of the fundamentalists was ended. Neki Ram undoubtedly struggled against
the fundamentalists enthusiastically.

Neki Ram did not remain only a spirited leader of the Santan Dharma Sabha. He emerged as
a prominent leader of the Hindu Mahasabha in the 1920's. The Hindus led by Pt. Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Lala Lajpat Rai, Swami Sharddhananda, Dr. B.S. Moonje, Neki Ram and other decided to
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organise themselves into a strong organisation so that the life, property and honour of their community
could be saved.

Since strength lies in unity, the first taks before them was to unite the Hindus under one flag
and one programme. The first sign of such revival appeared in the Congress pandal at Gaya where
a conference of the Hindu Mahasabha was held in December 1922. It was chaired by Malaviya and
attended and addressed by many including Neki Ram. It thoroughly discussed the questions pertaining
to the disintegration of the Hindu community, the need for a strong communal organisation and the
revival of the organisation. Neki Ram frankly remarked at the session that the All-India Hindu
Mahasabha would not be effective till the hold of sychophants was ended. His viewpoint was fully
appreciated and he was entrusted with the office of the Propaganda Secretary of the Hindu
Mahasabha. Various committees constituted with specific purposes and Neki Ram was associated
with the Organisation Committee.

After returning from Gaya, Neki Ram Organised the Punjab Provincial Hindu Sabha, affiliated
to the All - India Mahasabha. With a view to achieving this mission before the commencement of the
histroic session of the Hindu Mahasabha to be held at Banaras on 19-20 August 1923, he made
Lahore the headquarters of his activities.

Being the Propaganda Secretary of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha, Neki Ram reached Banaras
a week before the commencement of th session. He exerted hard making suitable arrangements so
as to ensure its success.

Are you desirous of effecting a speedy consolidation of your community by bridging up the
existing gulfs and cementing together in bonds of common-love and interest? Are you desirous of
seeing the Hindu community purged of evils which are sapping its very life and hindering its march
towards its destined goal? If so, hasten to Banaras where the representative Hindus from all parts of
India will meet to find out the solution for the religious, social, political and physical amelioration of
the Hindus.

As aresult of the efforts made by the Hindu leaders, including Neki Ram, Banaras session of
the Hindu Mahasabha was held successfully.

By the time of the Banaras session Neki Ram had come to be recognised as one of the top-
ranking leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha. Henceforth, he was often invited by the organisers of
various local Hindu Sabhas to address their meetings. On 19-22 April 1924 a meeting of the Hindu
Sahayak Sabha was held at Jammu where Neki Ram was invited as its chief guest. While speaking
form its forum, he defined the Hindu sangathan saying “The sangathan is in itself more a movement
for strengthening the Hindus than injuring any other religion or sec.”

In August-September 1924 a violent outbreak occurred in Kohat where the Muslims raided the
shops and houses of the Hindus. The Muslims committed wholesale plunder and incendiarism which
forced the Hindus and Sikhs to seek shelter in Rawalpindi and other places of the Punjab. Through
his paper, the Sandesh, Neki Ram expressed his grief at the loss sustained by the Hindus and Sikhs,
and the failure of local government in protecting their lives and property. While discussing the Kohat
tragedy in his paper, he not only apprised the people of the woeful tales of the tragedy, but also urged
them to donate liberally for the cause of the victims and offer prayers for the eternal peace of the
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departed souls. He also warned the Hindus, saying: Either you should get yourselves organised to
prove your existence or you have to face extinction.

In October 1925 a meeting of the Hindus was addressed by Neki Ram at Sukkar (Sindh). The
speaker discussed at length the prevailing condition of the Hindus exhorting them to strengthen the
Hindus sangathan, join the Hindu Mahasabha, abstain from early marriage, curtail marriage
expenditure, become physically strong and study the Hindu scriptures. Expressing his belief, he
remarked, “if the Hindus follow these principles, they can fight or for their rights forcefully.”
Commenting on the speeches made by Neki Ram at Sukkar, The Tribune in one of its issues said,
“Neki Ram delivered the most inspiring, interesting and spirited lecture in Sukkar on Friday night, the
16th October.” In December 1925 the annual session of the Hindu Mahasabha was held at Kanpur.
While speaking from its forum, Neki Ram supported the cause of Shuddhi movement saying: “The
doors of the Hindus religion are ever open for reconversion.”

The Haryana Hindu Conference was held at Rohtak on 24-25 January 1926. It was presided
over by Malaviya who was taken out in a procession through the main streets and bazars of the city.
Some important resolutions regarding the cow-protection, betterment of the untochables, abolition of
begaar, etc. were carried in the conference. Neki Ream helped in organising the conference and
supported the resolutions.

One of the greatest honours to Neki Ram as a leader of the Hindu Mahasaabha was that he
was requested to preside over the second session of the Burma Provincial Hindu Sabha. It was to be
held at Mandalay in the beginning in 1928. His name for its presidentship was recommended by Lala
Lajpat Rai. On his arrival at Rangoon on 17 January 1928 Neki Ram was enthusiastically received
by the Burmese Hindus.

On 18 January a public meeting was organised at Rangoon in honour of Neki Ram. Here he
was presented with a maan-patra on behalf of the Hindus of Rangoon. Speaking on the occassion, he
thanked the people, explained to them the meaning of the Hindu sangathan and urged them to
strengthen it. Next day Neki Ram accompanied by a number of volunteers reached Mandalay where
a grand reception was accorded to him.

Under the chairmanship of Neki Ram the second session of the Burma Provincial Hindu sabha
was held at Mandalay on 21-23 January 1928. The conference was largely attended by the Hindustanis
as well as the Bursmese, including several Buddhist monks and ladies. In the course of his lengthy
lectures Neki Ram spoke on the social, political and religious problem of the Hindus. He urged the
Hindus to strengthen their organisation and raise funds to help the members of their community in
difficult times.

After presiding over the conference, Neki Ram left Mandalay for Rangoon on 2 February
1928 by train. At every station on the way he was accorded a hearty welcome. on 3 February he
addressed a public meeting at Rangoon and then left for Calcutta. On 4 February a hearty send-off
was accorded to him by the Burmese Hindus.

By the end of 1928 certain differences arose between Neki Ram and other leaders of the
Hindu Mahasabha like Bhai Parmanand and Dr. B.S. Moonje on the issue of boycotting of the Simon
comission. A resolution supporting the boycott of the Simon Commission was passed by the Hindu
Mahasabha in its session held at Madras in December 1927. Neki Ram felt shocked when he learnt
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that some of the Executive Members of the Sabha had joined hands with the government in welcoming
the commission. Thereupon, he approached the President of the Sabha, Dr. Moonje, urging him to
save the image of the organisation by taking stern action against the defaulters. Neki Ram could not
get a staisfactory respsonse from the President whereupon he resigned from the organisation.

While summing up the activities of Neki Ram as a leader of the Hindus, it may be said that
there was a time when he was a leading Sanatanist and Mahasabhaite. He started his public career
as a socio-religious leader by joining the Sanatan Dharma Sabha. He launched a vigorous campaign
for conducting the Sabha on liberal lines. He felt it much better than he had originally found it. He
launched an effective crusade against the social evils that had crept into the Hindu community. To
safeguard the interests of the Hindus, which, he thought, had been threatened by the tacit unholy
alliance between the British and the Muslim League, he actively associated himself with the Hindu
Mahasabha during the period of 1922 to 1928. By joining the Hindu Mahasabha which was undoubtedly
a communal organisation Neki Ram got himself diverted from the mainstream of national politics. It
is, however, true that subsequently he disassociated himself from it when he realised that he was on
the wrong track. But because of this ‘derailment’, Neki Ram’s image as a nationalist leader was
damaged beyond redemption.
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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to explore Monhandas Naimishray’s Apne Apne Pinjare- Part-
lin order to provide an analytical reading of his life-story beyond victimhood narrative while
substantiating Dalit writing as real against non-Dalits. The paper may be divided in three sections.
The first section would present his literary contribution in context of general perception that is the
expectation from Dalits to narrate their own experiences of victimhood in life-story. The Second
section would look at beyond the above mentioned perception in life-story through the use of love
stories. Mohan’s relationships with a number of female characters are discussed as the story unfolds
from childhood to adulthood. Third section deals with need to go beyond the general perception in
order to claim individuality against the formation of political identity that restricts exploration of
Dalits. Naimshray’s Apne Apne Pinjare-1 (1995) has been taken to substantiate his contribution as
well.
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The research paper explores above mentioned perceptions with references to a number of
critical studies made by writers such as Sarah Beth Hunt, Laura R. Brueck, Ramnarayan S. Rawat,
etc. They facilitate to understand how Dalit writings differ from non-Dalits regarding real representation
of Dalits. Dalit literature is a document of life experiences of the marginalized section of society -
Dalit. It is also a medium of expression of experiences that has been faced by them throughout life in
the form of excommunication, exploitation, humiliation and marginalisation for centuries in the Indian
caste-ridden society and repercussion of being Dalit. There are many writings about Dalits. The list
includes Munshi Premchand’s “Kafan”, “Thakur’s Kuan”, Godan (1936), in Hindi literature. Apart
from Premchand, Mulk Raj Anand’s Novel Untouchable (1935), Arundhati Roy’s The God of
Small Things (1997) in Indian English literature. Many non-Dalits write about Dalit world. But Dalits
neither accept their writings as Dalit writings nor consider their representations of Dalit worlds as
real. Many Dalits claim that they have edge over non-Dalit writers being Dalit. The differences
could be understood in terms of theoretical concepts: Svanubhuti (self-Perception) and Sahanubhuti
(Sympathy). Sarah Beth Hunt writes “Hindi Dalit writers have taken this a step further and have
constructed a powerful counter-discourse emphasizing the authority of Svanubhuti (Self-Perception)
and discrediting literature based on Sahanubhuti (Sympathy) as elitist and oppressive” (204).
Svanubhuti exists in writing of Dalits. Further, Dalit writers’ claim related to their experiences in
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terms of the caste discrimination and violence and the repercussion of being Dalit which exist in Dalit
writings through Svanubhuti. They present the world of Dalit which involves the lived experiences.
To simplify their claim, they assert that their writings are more real and ideologically more emancipating
than non-Dalits when life-story is counted as source to know about Dalit worlds.

The real representation of Dalits by Dalits in comparison to non-Dalits has been recognized
and accepted by many writers after several decades’ debate which has reached to the conclusion
that Dalits can articulate their voices well in genre such as life-story. Dalit writers self-experiences
are expressed in the contemporary life writings of Dalits with minute details. Considering and accepting
their claim for representing Dalits reality, the same kind of depiction emerges regarding Dalit world
in the writings of Mohandas Naimishray. He is one of the pioneer writers in Hindi Dalit writings. He
depicts in his life-story the meaning of being Dalit.

Victimhood Narrative: The life-story, Apne Apne Pinjrae part- 1 starts narrating in the very
beginning about the emergence of caste practices in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. The places in the life-
story are named after a particular sub-caste - Chamar. The places are called with names of sub-
caste such as Chamar gate, Chamar schools etc. The experiences of characters in the life-story are
recognizable to understand the depiction of Chamars, an untouchable sub-caste. They experience
the denial of progress, basic necessities such as water and food, victimization in riot of Hindu-
Muslim, etc. These are some of the incidents which make caste visible at the very beginning of the
life-story. All the said caste discriminations happen to Chamar, a sub-caste, in the caste system in
life-story. So, Chamar caste is subject for articulation of Dalit representation in this paper. The world
of Chamar has dominated in the life-story of Naimishray therefore the paper would <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>